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ABSTRACT

Literature serves as an excellent mirror of its time. It is not merely the product of an
author’s imagination; rather, every literary work is embedded with the various events
and circumstances of the era in which it was created—Iliterature is, in essence, the
written manifestation of such occurrences. Viewed through this lens, the practice of
*madal@rutal* (a symbolic act of public declaration of love, often involving a threat of
self-mortification or social exposure) appears in the *Kuruntokai*—one of the
*Cankam* (Sangam) literary anthologies—as a psychological element within the
realm of *akam* (the genre concerning love and personal life). This practice was
employed by the hero (*talaivan*) to persuade his beloved (*talaivi*) to accept his
love, to gain the consent of her parents, or to enlist the help of her confidante (*toli*)
in facilitating meetings between the lovers. The poets have, in various instances,
documented the social repercussions and events triggered by such acts of
*madal@rutal*. This study aims to examine and elucidate the poems within the
*Kuruntokai* that pertain to this practice.
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W eTDICDIT

S @eVEHIW aITeuTHMI6L FhIS @eVHS UIMISGET LIPHSLOILO6T &MT560 aUMLDE S,
UesotUT(H), &N OJLIGET, 2 eoThel&HeT Hwamenm ah\&SImIsSGL Fmbs
@GR WBIGNTTES HHEWLWHROTMmr. 36 @eEHEHW Je &Msev BlanmCamns
Blemevuilev
SOLNLLUUGS S, HemevalluleT eTemLLl QUM @UIVTN6 Hell& @D &6M6V6al6oT,

& 60)6V6) 60T GLMASHTETEHLO 6(IH QF WS 0L GevMmIGH 6V
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FH0TS HMHM6VL QUTSHINGSET MWL QeleflliLBSS), Fensd:SFH 6T &6le6Ts s
FISGWL WUOHRWTE @ S5en6ars S([HSHVMD. GMHOSTmEHEUIL LLCLMFH GNSHS
GMILIL&GET @LIEOUMIAS, SI&H&HTVE HMH DILUSHE6ETWWL 6060660 60T
LD6OTBl6m6uem WD ML 2 Fa B MmSI.

e 6ir GBITE &LD

H6eVaUeniledT &HMHV 2 eoTfemeulld  WeTlICUTIMLLSGmMSULD  el6md: &5 6.
DLCuMIGEH QauaflliLRSSID IHHETVE  Fepsd WL GemeTu]n  LiesorImL (b
ANWWMBISE6TULID GMIBASTMSL LMTL&HT el rmilsde) s&ulenel @b

1658 (HemTUIl6T GIBITE: 8 MIG 6T 2|60L0[HSI6ITET60T.

316 SIWIGS WM

GMHOSTME LML&ET allfl LCGumsmen allaTeaGld @bs UiesHeLHenT
e & (nemm Smeor mUledevib 2 emeiliiey (WDenm Glmeor el evld
GLMQ S MET6TLILIL(H6IT6ms).

2 _emellwiev

L0 601 & 601607 LD GOT Bl6mI6V, G [H G5 60)60T, 2_600T T& G, [B160I60TEUTM M6V, &HMMEV, M6, 3UEHEmLD
LMHMID BLEMHS pHRWaimenm el e uiléd rmujd SenmEul
o arafliey &G, Weflger ger e GUIUUNLL weamuild RbBSH &S mmeor,
2 @TIHMTET, QFWOLGEBMTET eTedTLenS LI L& & meTer 2 emallilel 2 56|Rmal.
2 6emeilliey 6TeTLIZI LD6oT1G 6T [HLGemd LDMMID D6TE Q& WeVLIMTHI&HemeT mledliev
WemMUiel SLIMTUD SOMWTEGWD. 2 amafluléy BTeTE WHRW  CBHITE SIS M6TE
Q& mevoT(h GTETS .

1. 60f1F60fl60T [HLGH6MS 6T6UeUTMI MDE MG 6T60TLIEN S 2 M &H6V.

2. @@ &MU L BLEHOS gMLIB 6USHM S TEOT &ITI600T IS 6068 & 600TL (1 &H60.

3. GMIUUILL &Ledlev el eTeleUmml QF WL & ()LD 6TeTLemNS LoH LILIGHISH6L.

4. 0601B60fl60T HELEUMLDE|HGLD UETTFFIH G 2 S LD 6Uem & U6V [HL & 60 &6 L]

Ll aIQ & meoor(h GLOWLIH S SIH6V.

@enal WL Gern, SaTMTL aump&Eamsuled) ghu@ld Gs&mU, WHWEFF, LW,
SHalemev  CUMeTm 2 eoorieysdeneTll LflbgQsmerer 2 emelliey 2 SHa|Rmal.
&R emnerd:eneT BISTETONS OIGSH0, LIMHmenLU 2 600TIa 56T 055560,
WY eHemeTs ABHES THSHH0 CUTETH HmeTHemer auemTIlILUSMEG0D 2 6medliev
sl S mal. @&HFHmas W 2 amallilicy LmFenelulley 1L GeumiFHemey QLT TULDGLIMS)

&HMH60 FMTHS 2 6melluled6dT &60Tem L& 6em 6T HLOLOITEY 2_600T [ [HSIQ & MET6rT (LOLg.U|LD.
LOL G MG 6L

LIeO6TIOISH 6T DLV 6V6VE LIEMET QeI GHemT GUTETMm 2 (HeUsHemns

MGG, SISGTLI LWeTLUOSHE &HMH60 BlenmCamTed Hem6eVeU6T H6iT &5TSH 606V
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syl QeueflliLI(BSSID DFL L CeumigEe 6TaTLILIOGMSI. @& &MH60 BlenmEalmng
Gl  FHemevaleT  GLMASBTETETLICUMAIGTHS SaMild QFWETHAD FHigGL
UMLeV&6Mel @LIDQUMSBMS. DL CMIGE 6TeiTLISE SHeofILILIL L &HMTSH60 2_600TJe06UF
FP&ESHT Wt QelafliLBGSSID QFWTGWD. Senevalluller GaM, &eme6valeofleor
SMIHENEGG 2 LaTULTSHCUTE Veug SHemevalleml emLeuSGSMmETer (PWMHF Se6T
LIeueote & B MEHCLMSI, Hem6ValeT DL CuMIGISTEHES FnMIGBMITET. @S560T CLNVID HeoTS
&15e%6r Fallrpsemns QalaflliLuGsEHauCHTH, SHemevalluler &b ILDLSS eTem UL
2MITEOTUD H6OT HTHL GSMIGS 6T600Te00TF QFUIW  (LPWLVHRMTET. @) &HHM&
DLCUMIGH GMISES QFUSH&HNT GMBHOSTHL  LUTLe&S6 6 eTeuelmm

QL LDOLIMMIGTETS 6T60TLINS TS TS @)6U6UTUIEYSHEHL (NN 6MLHSIGTETSI.

LLCLMISNILD FELNS(LOLD

FRIGHTVEF FUNHSHE HMHE) 6T60TLIG HeoflLILL L 2 60oTHeUms 0L (HILOEVEVITLO6,
GSGOWUD WwMmoID 2ergmy  WHCWTHlT SHHESSIHEHLEOT QSTLIL6MLWSTEH|D
@ BHS S 6T6TLIENS @) LILIML 606 &ML ()& 6oTme6or. Lo GeuMmIG 6V eLNEVLD &6D)6V6U 60T & 60T
&HTHmeV enMBlenevuilled(Bhg QUTSIBMVEE dOHSHF QFLRMITET. @)5H60TMTeV
&5 60607 BlemnmCeauMmEH 6V Felns:EH 60T LiMkIGLD QeueflliLGSmS!.

LLCLMIGE 2 600TTSH FILD &MTH6L 2 6medl w6

GOIHOSTMSL LUMTL6V&H6M6 DL CumisGen HMHeL 2 etallleder e QeueflliLmLms
MRS, HTHL BleMBaUMTHSELMS HMeVEUET 6TH TG SHTETEHD DTS SIWITLD,
g&on, BOUGS, Fens SBIGHETISmHS] QUMD GLUUD p&Hwamal @&Hev
QaueflIL@&eTmerT. WLLBVMIISTHS  FaMIlD  HOEVEUET, SHOTSH  &HMTSH6V
D_6U0TE0) LD U TEOTS CTEOTLIEN & LDMMEUTSHEHE G 2 OTI5 S e (HLOL| SR D TedT.
IBHBauemeruiley, Hemevalluledr  DeTHleMEVEMWULD  euensl &GO LWLSH 60T
| VUG P EMEMUWILLD LDTMHM (WPWELEMTeT. eTeoTCol, DL CeVMIGEV 6TeTLIG 858 6060T
gallrpsemns Qeaeallu@Ssn 2emafliey  FIiHE QevsHHW 2 S5HUWMTHED
alleTmBIGR M.

GSMHASTNSH U6 DL CLMIGHE (SM &S LITL V6T

GNIHOSTNSUINE DL CuMIGE QGTLILTSE 14, 17, 32, 173, 182 B W BHSE LML V&6
FLLULUOQ& Tmer. @QULMTLAVGET SHeneveledfledl SHMHe) Gl emd, LDeTHSIWITLD,
BIT600TS 60 & L1 L|MIHS6TEHLD LD60TBlemev & leumenm QeusrflLiLI(h &SI 6T meor.
ST SHTHNEHGS SHemevalluler CsMYl 2 ol I0MISGS Blenevulley, 56m6V6l6T
LG 2emp My MIWLG FHeTS SISV QeueflILBSSHUSTHE Fao T MTET. )5 60T
epeuld Hersl &Mseder Sallpgams QealaflliLR&SIaETEH QHTL&HELT I alTse6T
&Ml & &5 emevorufle,

“SIGh G QUITH) QFHBT EH& UbHS
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UMTHSI @ 6vnE emeu eTullHmiF FerQmsl oirflemeusmwiLl

QUMIBH 6L DL WITGET! QLIMMITHI(G

&G 6L ILbLo, G\ 6uey,Cy! LD MG 6L

56V GEVITEIT & 6UVT6U 60T @) 6L 60T 6T60T LI

LI6LG6UITI &aM WITS|LD HTEWISHLILL FIMCs”

(SMHASTEMS LITL 6V 6T6U0T -14)

eTedrml  UMGSReTOTT.  @QUUTLY  LLCwMmGeme 2 emelliey  Seremiouiev
THSSIMTLILSTH ennbhalerers G G555

@QUUTL6L oblbsgid GUmeTm @ e6vfleminwlmest QLOMPlemWULD, Falbs HTHME WD,
Fo [T6M LD WITEOT LIM&HED6TILD 2_6ML_UIGUEHLD, (&6 MeUTdH L GLIG LD @)UI6VL|60 L U6 @6IFLOT6oT
6T60T Hen6eVaNlemLl HIT6T 6mL W aN@BHLOLSCMEIT. IjauemeT el b LIM&, @ euayfleor
Q& MH&HEHEL QEFLINCLIMG, LIGVIHLD “@)6U6edT HeV6V GLI6UoT600 60T &5600T6U 60T 6T60TMI
FaMIQUTISHET. UCUMS BIID elEbd  Fnllg  HIeoornemLGaumd  6Tedrml
SO OROTHTET. @)HEOTELN6VID  HOTlemL U SHTHNEG WLmiliL] asFlallésEl
snevalluler CoMPflEEGE ST LGN SHaT@ImLL &HTHMN 2 0RNGSGSH
Q&N LIGLIGH 6T6dT LIS E Q& MEVEVITLOE) G & M6V 5 60T M IT6DT.

MHAMTTH LITLeSCeIT, HME6V LG LD (NHTFF 0L HST6V &8 THN GG LGl
SHOLHET GMHULLITD &HTHEV6T 6raUalmm 0L CeLMIGITET 6T6TLIMGSU|LD, &HITEH6V60T
DL GEVMIGIGITEV 6T6ITQI6OTEOTE0T BHIGEET 2 600TL MG 6TeTLenSW D 5 ISIP&HTSH
10 & 816:8 YR GTDTT 4SH60T A FIW.

“LOMGI6U6DT LOL SYILD 26T [T LI; L, Gl6u6tTE

&N BLD 6T(HE S M & 6voTevoll WD @& H\L;

LD MG 60T O, THSH LD LRI

KN sIb 9LGU — &STOW STHEQS&TfCer” (& MIHE S TemnS LITL6V 6T6vor -17)
@UUMTLEY WLCLMIGE) 6TTID FHIGHHTVE HTHN Il HSSNTHIBMS.
FH6EIET FHemevallemls SHTHOGEHMTET. SalemeT LGN GS CHmidlulesr
2 gallemw BTOHHMTET. eormev CHMLY auetTd CeauetoT(HCHTEM6T FM&6I6V6m6.
@FETT  HMEVEUET HTgl &HMHL Wsah Fallynms @QoUUmSS CHTHHS
o TSI TES @ LILITLEV 60LDHSI6TETS).

&M W& WHTFRWLBHSTV, HEMEVEUET LIMETIOL6VM Q& WWLILL L
GBIl CUTeTM el gnll 2emJHEH  CFGVEUTET.  6T([HE G LDLLAITEV
QEWIWLILLL LOTemeVenl |eooflaumest. elaumm Q& MHelled QFLDCUTSE 26T
QLTAMTLD QFUWIMT&H6T; Levallgnmer LUWNEQFMM&EmeTu aTHIa&merer Chifl(ILD
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6TeOTMI  @UILTLE) epeuld  LGLMIAISTE) FENHSH6 615HMEW  allene6Te s 6T

2 GUOTLTGLD 6T60TLIEN S 560)6V6160T 6685 (&85 60T M 60T

LMHAMMT®H UTLeNGT, SeamevaleT Semevallemwld &MHSEHMTET. I alemeT
mLasnGs Casmhlullear o sallemw BTHSHIMMET. permev CGHMLEl 2 L 6oriqulms
2 | @TULMSHME, 60T &MEHeNer gpsamsun Llflellermey gmU@GD SIUTESens WD
FHemealetT aleflld eTHSSIMISEHMTeT. @LUILTLeN60 DL Geumialg Seuml 6redrml
FemevauCerr GMILILNHISRTMTET. UFTeUS FHenevall el d85alleuen6y 6TedTLISMSHTSH
BIT6OT DL GevMIGED GLOMG S TEOOTLITEV 2(560TM6L JMHLIBID 26T 6V MEV Henevalls G5
SWF ghuU@d. ST SFQFWE QFUWIg SHaum earm eler CaHmdlulLLb
FaMIEUEN S,

“SITeEM6VLD, LISSILD, 6085 | Ml LOTem6VLW]LD,

6] HIEh& WML, 68l1qWIsVILD eTedTnl,

QUL Qg flulier, QUTUIGW STLOLD;

LOTQ6u6T LLATH LMEFH L CHMaTNIS

QsHEMmersS STHmaIDd LG,

aumpgailn LIPCw, LNifleysemev aurflGeor!” (G MIHESHTeMS LITL6V 6T600T -32)
6T6OTN | 6ITeHIT [H6DT(LNGVEMEVLITIT LITL6V eLN6VLD 2 _600TTT (LOLY & TSl

STemeUD LS, QFWMHME HILEHGWM Wnmameul]ld, 261Gy 2 mBIGLID @6,
AllQUWMETEMELUW]D TeTM QUITRSHIHN6TE H60 G He MG 2 60T J&HIalqlUl  Blemey
6T60TE: (& @)\ (HIHSITEV, 6T60T SHITH6V 2_6UITEMINUITETSTH @ HESTS. Semevallenwill LNiflbHg
QUM Geueoorlqll Blemev gMLIL LTV, 6TedT &MHemev 2argnill QeueflliL®SS), L9mF
LSS GUSSMEGLD L6 Mg LN &MeT; 9/C5BLIMe, aleneTll LNflh&l eumpelgin
6T60TE G L1 LI S ITEdT 6T60TMl &5607606160T GSTLAIUWIL LD S MIGNMITEOT. 6TEOTMI o M6 G 60TELOGVLD
DL CeuMIGH6L Heuml 6TedTMI &6m6V660T & mILILN (5 &) 6ot m meoT.

WOHOMITH LML HeTgl 2 6TeTHH ) UeTIHSE UL SHTHEV FHOTLSNS eTTTT
IPWE QF IS MES L CeuMIGHemevL LIW6ITLIH &S U 6TETTET 6T60TM Q& IS v,

“QUITeT GHIT SpeflemrLl LGl 6T WenLH5

LI60T BIT6V L0Mem6uL] LiemeT LI 860 LomLl

L1,600T L0600l & MBS 6N HITesor 3L

I UL 26T GBI eull eulll R mLiL

@) 60T6uTET QEFUIG S @) Sl 6T60T (LN 60T [Hl6dT M)

SjeueT LIl Blouguilh @) 6ue iy

4,16l 2_600TIJ [5G 6mLouSl 60T FFIGIG &S0 2 @ emTGeur.”

KALANIJIYAM - International Journal of Tamil Studies - e-ISSN: 2456-5148 - ngmtamil.in 322



(LDEMEOTEUTS LI.&HMLIGTITLO60T KALANJIYAM - International Journal of Tamil Studies, 2026

(GBS TS LITL 6V 6T600T -173)
6T6dTm LIML_6V auiflgerfledr epeuin 2 6oorTy (NS 6TM .

@UUTLY6, LUBHW sellemnTll L,E&H6MT QSTHESLILLL Dmameuenll 6oflels s,
L0600l H6T 6N&EHTM LiemeTloL el GHemTulel gn)l, H6oTdl BTeooTSHemSLI L|mbae6Ter]
2em M (WeoTeotlemneuuiley CHmetTMICEUEIT 6T6OTMID LDMMILD, SHeoTSH 2 6TeMSH ) Q6T HSI
QLD SHMTHEV FHOTUSNSG 2e1gmT AMWEF QFUWIS, FHemevallulledr Q&FUIEVTeV &TeoT
@BBIEMNGES QUHSSHTEH I 6UTEET (LNEIT Fn MIGEI6T eTedTMID CSHMNUIL LD Fon IS 6dTMITEDT.

LOHAMT®m UTLeIGT, Semeveuedfledr  WerGUTTMLLIL  QeusflliLenLwmssLl
LS aMRMSI. @@LMD &THe06r Salrn jaiemer L CumE STeor(hSHMaSI; LnMIL|MLD
FNHSTHT CHNGGID IUNFILSGGID eTTs Caleoriqll [Blemey IaUIHS
JOHUOQRMS. 60T HMSH6V SHTLISSTV LDTD @IBSHETES SHemevallenl emLalSnG&S
QEICe HGDHS STHMEH OWSSIL LITH6UMS,

“6l (LD & & 6016V L1 GLI6T0T60600T 6191 M 6ITLLIGY LOITLOL6V

Loeoofl 2600l QUIIBIHS T 0T LN 60T LLL 1

Q66T eT6dTL] 3| 6vuflh &I LNMIT eTeiTerTg Ggmedrn)

6 (I [HITET LOHMEIG 6L QLI(H HTevor F&&R G

QS [Hefl 6T @ UW6vayld &([HeUS Q& MeLGB6IT

&e0lpH &l 36Nl S em&F HeOL LI CGLeMS

QLN HB eueT HITD LM S SjenDHS SM1CS.”

(SMHASTEME LITL6V 6T6U0T -182)

eTedTm LIML6v aliflserfley 2 oty WIS eTmaEl. LGumIGe GMISSIL LIMQUSTCEW
@uuTLedley A flu@mEeE L6 UMQU MSBISTerTy 6redrm QuUWT gmul L gl
eTeTLIGID GO G5555).

@QUIUITLEN6, (INHFTHE LIHEITIOL VTV SeMDHSE GHFHenFemil Loeool1Gemmeyin Quflul
LDTEREVWMaVILD 3jeVIS 15 &, QeusTerfll 6TevDL] | 600fl&HevenenT 3jeooflb &, LN ereerfli]
GUF TN IFemeTll QUTHBLUGSSTINN QFMHaley GHmermiCeuGer  6TedTmI
HE06V6UET &60TSl QBEHFIL LD CoHLLISTES A FWT Semnns Sl LUTHSH eTmT.

WI.a ey

GOIHOSHTNS 2 TISSID L CuMFH), FRIGEHTVSE &HTEH6V TLIN6T &e6ofld g eluLnmeor
FaMTGLD. HemevalluledT eTemLIL QLM @UIEVTS &6D6V6U6DT, 60T HITH) HIETLIS NS
QaueflILQ&ED), FUNGHSHIHET HaaTHMS FIGHGWL WWOHRWTS L CeumIEHemev
(P ETENRUSHRMITET. GMILILTSE, GMHOSTENS 173 H6Mev6U6sil6iT 2 6TeTS S W TE 605 W LD
QuraQealefluiley sMEHemev QealeaflILGESID CHTEHEESMBULD THSHBINTHRMSI.
GOIHeSTems 182 Brmevord, Umilar C&ed, &meey Callensd wHUMMSGHS
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@enLulevmeor (WIeooTLIML 6L QeueflliLBMSSIPMSI. eTeorC6l, DL CVMIGE 6T6TLISI
&MH0leT Halgld, WeTUCGUTITLLID, &Fensds ABSEHTT Callemd & UIeimenm
RHBICH QeuaflliILBSSID 2 aTellWe) FMFHSE GonMl 6T60T (LNLG6 Q& UIUIEVITLD.

&160)600T BT M LIL_LG.LLI6V
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