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Abstract: Situated within the context of Singapore's multiracial society, this article investigates how the
nation’s bilingual policy fostered the growth of Tamil education. It analyzes the vital role of language
policy in Singapore's overall progress, considering its social, economic, and educational consequences.
Following the People's Action Party's rise to power in 1959, the emphasis on a bilingual approach—
combining English with designated mother tongues—became central. Spearheaded by former Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew, who understood the necessity of English for international trade and scientific
development, this policy also aimed to maintain multiculturalism by including languages like Tamil.
Consequently, the English-Tamil bilingual framework played a key role in promoting Tamil language
education within the Tamil community.
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SrisLIL flesr QALTLASQSTETEnSILLD SLALP&HSELOTUILD: 621 HD(LPSLD
5. SHSOTTEL’

sy fler @@ALMASQSTTmSULD SLODESLNULD QSHTL FUTET QbHSHEHEL (Henl,
SRS ML 2 6mem LD  FeN&HSHL 2 (Heumesm QB LMASASTETEmS
SLODSGSHLNMIL 6Tl 2aIGHLULGSS WG  6TaTLmGL  UDHM  eNeuf&EHMDS).
SnsLfler alemfFfuiled QMASQSETETMHUNEDT (NHEHLSSHIQID OHMID  iG60
e, QUT@BOTTHTY, &evall allemearaysamer Qhs Slule] eNa&HGHMmE. 1959-@6L
D&&6T QIFILIEL L& gl HEG b NIMG. @HEALMNGCSTETENS (4 hiFleVLd HMILD
SMIQLTLHISEN) (LD &6OTEMLOIITS eUONMISSHLILIL L. (L6oT6oTTelT LNTSHLOI 65 & 6umed Wy,
QUTBEMTSHTY eUeTTEH CHTHEHEL st (B eu6mN&LD LMHMILD ML a6 §H&HE
9} ThIS16V & Sl6tT SleuUFILILD 6T60TLIEM S 2_6uIIH&) S RIEI6LGEM G L|LD,
LIGLEOIGTLILIGHUTLITL_6WL_& &M&HS SHMUICLOMLASGET SleUFID 6T6TLenS 2 b HLOILD,
eomil, &b & FMUALMASmETD QenansddH QHEMASCSTETEnSemLL
2_(HUTEHKEO. SHCHTETemSHUTN6 ULl HLOILPTHaTmL Gl YhFeVLD-HLOILD 6T6oTENILD
Q@wOWLMNSQsTaems HLOD Comflssoalamul GubUu@GHgHaidler (P&HEL LRIG
US55 LD&EE[H&ELTE alleul&EHME Q&aHL (HnI.

U elfleyenywimeny, gAWIQLMASET LEUT(h&6T Glemm, CHAW HLNGSHLNGLID, [HESTUITRI
QBHMHELBHIL LI LIELEHENELSHLOSHLD, SIRISLILLT.
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LCHWTNMHEGLDL QHCHTCHTAWLTAMNDOGWL @emLuilev  WGeHWITET60T
QHMDGS (L eO6uTUTED SiemLnbHGleiten SMIL Fe6r| ARIGLILLT. 2022 e7D60T LDTHLD 6T(HHS L& S6NT
QBTN &S H6u1dH6&HLILNGT Lilg, HRISLIL 6T QLTSS D&S&HET QGHTens 56.4 UL FLd (5.64
LOGLEOULIEHT) Y@ LD. LIGLEI6TTE & LN HLOMT6TT FIMISLILL 6D CLO6TM) @)63T6HF 6UT&H6T HHSHLOTE
QUMLDHGTME. 74.1 §HOIHLD FeurjGHel, 13.6 FHOBLD LOOMUSSHMII&H6NT, 9.0 FHIGLD
Andwjsen, 3.3 e5afeD M QeTdHHaUTeHeT 6 HMISLILLT LN L RISTOITSS
HeDEMG. QHSHITSHET 6TETIHID UMEBHG6T HLOIPTHET CLIIHLDLITEITENLOUITE LD
(54.2), wemeowlmerl (7.6), Qb& (3.8), F&EHWIT (3.7), LUEhFMI (1.6), QhH&lerogmeh (1.4),
2 (hGl (1.4), &QUTSHS) (1.2), b (1.1), HmseTeuyser (0.9), LDMHM QbSUIF&T (23.2) eT6ur°
o @hHUITEHET AMILTETEHLOWITSELD @) (1HSHE 6TM60TI.

Qem ARsULT SHOLHEHSGL euajFHAUND g6  QMASGOSTETN&5E
AW UREMSADG. ULGCM  QeTRIGET TP @ BTGNS
QLMASCSTETEMSHEMIL 2_(hEUTHG6UHED CQFHTMVCHTHGLI LIMTsn6 HeUFILILD. 6L,
QUTBEEMTHMILD, 2 MGLL6MLOLIL, &CP& QUSHSHD (NGO  (LPG6oT6mLOUITET
FPEHFAMIGHATD  HRSLULT SILUMPLOMET  FTHMET UDLSHBEHDG. Qb
ENHMENSHEGHG aNGHTes alah@GUemel IMIUGH  UBIGESEEHGS — (LD6OTL
81685015 6UTLOMS 2_(HeUTSHSLILL L QIOMTLHSCSTET6n &6,

1959-@60 W& QFWeL &L (PAP) L & HeMEHHmG euhs Gurs)
B AWLTHGCHTETENSHEMUI (LD S6TTEMLOUITS UEOI|MISHUIG].1959 SyLD ,601(H 1. FLOLIT
8 gyIb CHH), SIICUMEMSILI LNTSHLOIT 65 G6UT6DT UL, H6u1GHI (LP&H6L 2 mJuNled @HAMNS
&eLaUN6I (LN SHHILSSI6UGHMG (LPGesTenloLILI(hS S GLSeormiy.*

SRISLLHET L6l  FPSHEFHLPME UGS HUILUSDES BRIHLHMGU|LD,
STQMHSmeTD  (pessllemeolil(h S HleudmaTer  SliglilemL.  CHTSSHmIGET
Q@mhFHen. YhFHMG (WeeNemeulil(BGHSHIFOSTeN  SlgliLsnl.  ChHITESLD,
STeVENLITHSHS STVSL L HHMGL LN6oTerTesT &G60T &G  euaTf&s, GOIIUTs
LetTearT_ (B euemnaLd, SiMeNuisd, QSTHMIL LD, SFHUID Q&TeTems 61601 € (1h
BT 1g 6T  (PETCOIMMEFamIGeT YRFVHHET HTHEESHHDG 2 eTenTHul(hH&HEGLD
SMLGSL LD BIOUPEHLUI HTEVLD 6T60TLEMS HeiIGITHS Hemeveal] SisLiLLifleot

2 Koh Eng Chuan, 2022, p.4.
3 Wong, Wee Kim, 2011.
4 Lee, 2011, p.51.
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NSITE QEHHSTT. USEIMED HQUIHEDLIUI D&HSET QFWIDL &L & HrisLiLy e
QL &G eubHSHEL 60T BT 6L eUOTTFFLILTMGHUNCD QSTEHTI(HEOFLED S hi&6V S 56T
Coameumul 2 auihg, PhHLGHMS ieued QMAWNEsS GCHIHOSHSHSHS.
SRISUILT  &HL606D eussbd, SiMelwed, QFHTAOEHLUD (SO BT Lg.601
QUTBETTHTISHMmS UILILBSSHID CHTSHEHEL L (LT, LIGLEOI6T & (LS IMIS @SS 6i
QenssLOMET 2 Mmened QHTL L COMA L6V Sievleued CIDMLA sT6TemID eULHUTEL
2 (HhUTHEGLD 6160TM CHISHHQID  ShFHed (WeTsilemeulIBSSLILLL G bHS
Crréanser  BanmGaul  SRsUYT  CQUTGTTSTY  eueMjESAUlgID, &pd

H6LE0IETISHSSH HIGVILD LDTCLI(HLD FTHem6s LiehL SSH (HLILIENS @\60TM)] SHTETIIEVMLD.

NygLoy 65 Geurmest Wi, -ailest LHAMT(H (L SeTenLowimest CHT&EWD, HMSLILLFE eumpLd
FEPSMIGHT, GOIUILTE CLpeTm  CUHEhF CLOSHRIGENTET  F6II&H6I,  LDEVMUIGTIIES6I,
SLOISH6T HMIGET @Q6sT L Wmenmisbenen L G@HeuTesSD Q&g uesm (b
efpwmissmer GuTOMIL BNeTUOMIIGDE AU SMUCILOMLA (LPSHUWILDTEIS).
SICHT([H, LLCaUM LN6ITLELMIGEMETS QSHMeTTL CleueuGeaum)| @6 SI60LLLITENTIRIS §rhL 60T
Q@@ BILiged G (ARSULNFLSONES Falgeum(pd GCUTgl, Heieigisaeo
WEHULYD, UeoUTL (R 2-6WIJeyd euUILILL. ST 2 D 6TEILmS 2 6uIhHa)
SMUALMASmOTLLD PHHVSHDEG Qenemlns oa&5GeNGST] NJSLF 65
SMUCL TG 2616 GaNLILIGH6T ULl HRISLILL 60T LIGDOI6T &eLp& 6mL ILITETSHmSL
Cuets &M&s (LPlg Wb 6T6er&Mm 2 Wil CHTHESUPLD HHL QBHEHH. SHFH CHTSHELD
S0t HMUALTLAGM6T HeLNNGFal_HHDG MGG UHSHE).

QBTL555 56, ueTeM&emed @\6voIL_mLDd Qmenuls SMHMISCETETRIS)
aN@GuUUUTL OT&Geal  2a16GNSSHLILLL G 1960-@60, HMISLULT TG lM6TH)
QML &S Ueafl&EpédGL @peolLmbd QMU  Uglamusd  SLLTUIDTSSEILIS].
Gemend QFHMLIHG CHIHOASEHSSL UMLRIGemeT SMUCLMAUND  SMHINILIG 60
QUNWINE SMUCLTLAUTNGT & LOTEITSEFS@ WTUSHMSS SR (WPUIHEGET
CLmQSmeTenLILIL L 63T

SRSLLT 1965 @60 &FHSTLD QUOHMCUTH|, HRISLILT SIFHIeoemLoLIles 153A ifleeor
Sp SR&eoD, LDELMII, omeLfleoT LOMID HLOD Y& Wemeu BT Ig6sT BHTsHS
SIHsMILLLTel QMN&eTs HMNGSLILLL 60T, LOELMII, oML {6l WMHMID FHLOILD

Sp&ener (WemmG Weoml, &6t MHMID @hHIW FeLpshisafssr M QMASETS

5 Ang Wai Hoong, 2008, p.75.
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SIHSMIULLTOILTS — JMESHESLILLL 6. AMGSH QFTLIhG, AJEH  1966- @60
Cuebhemeols usaNeafleyd SMUGLMHGmeT Q6L mbd QMG SOHLNGELD
WPEMMEMIL SLLMULDTEHSUWIG|. 1969 LD S6601(H SHMUICIOMLHL LML HiGsnenr &L LTIl
CayeyuumL_misenmd (GCE O-level) WmHMILG. @& STUICLMHS sSevalemwl 2 mis
QEsg. 1974-@60 QFHTL&HSULTENGSTS 2 (HeUTHSIULL LSl LML LDT6or

‘QUMDEUSDHSTeTT SV HMICLOMTAUNGD SMHINGSHLILRLD 6T60TM)] SITFH AHNONSSHE).°

1834-@e0l(Bih&H 1982 euemy HMsLLR6L SOIDLULITL M6, FLOIDLILIeTeRgHeT eT6ur
HeoNHH6oN 6l UMISNED CHTHTMIUGID LOMMEUGIOTE Q(BHSH6oT. 1940-60 &L
@evLLUL L  &TeugHled (PUUGSSGSWD GCoulL  SLODLLETaNSST  @)(HHS60T.
SIMEUILIMETHHID QSTLSsLILETaNGTTS QBHSH6or. 1960-@60 2 wigblemevLiLierer
SLIDNGSLIUL L G|. 1968- 94D 6601q.60 SLOILD Lilg &G LOT6TIT6UTH6M60T 67600165078 6m&HGLLI
SlfLUeTaN&aTNeL  SLOIDLILIG &S LoMeuelfHeMle SFHGLULE  6T6T60T &M SIUITEHS
QamenemL(h & M. SIGTeUG) Q&ML &5hlemevuley 1490 LDIT6BOT6UJ & (E1pLD,
2_WyHlemeuuNed 353 LOMEUITEUIT& @HLD 6T60T QIDTHGLD 1843 LOMEUITEUTEHET SLOWLD Lilg & & 6vriy.’
Qs (WWWMHEGHET NEHFHID HLOID SMDLILSETEL (L 6ITCl6T(HSHSLILILL 606, &lev
&LPEL&6MEL SI&HLD Hev 2 FeNsmens QFLISHSEHME!. LDMILSESSHHEL 1960-5H@GLI LN6oT
seollg  sLOpLUETaNGafl6  eTEwuIenNSHMS GMDIW  YIUNGSHH.  JC6sT6aTMTEL
SIF&LILeTeN &6 315511586506 ML MG 6. Siy&LUeTenuiled ST & 601
AmAWLTN&GCSETETemeT SIDOUBSSLILUL (R SO TEITSELEGSS SO CLoml
Qe mbd QmHuITssd SHUISSUULL G AT&er (W B2 galuj b Quimidlwl
SiLILeTaN&em Sy hIGeVLILIETENGET 6T6TM) SEDLNSHSBLILIL L 63T. SLILIeTeriIG6T HifisLiL fleot
LIGLEOI6TTEFFCLNS  LOMEUITEUTSH6IT  SeMEUEUMPUILD (LNH6L QIDMLAUITET ) Mhi&l60 & Hleot
eL6VLD 621l H6L 62(IhMIKENETSH S HEM6U HTETT Q6TTeMMUI JTSHLILIGTENGHETE SHeL6)
SIMDEFTL  HJuRGSIUL (B  QUGHUINGSHsoTmesr.  @e6tm  LmeLTLIeTe,
QgTL&sLIU6Ted, o wWighlemeoLliLerell, QHTL&EHSHOLOQIMN,  LILSHENLESHLPSHLD 61601
SMHHS Hevall HmieuaThisafgd HOWPES QL QHSSHDG. Sieummled
S UNTEHEISSTT SO LoTewuTeUT&HeT HLODEGSN LUNOHMMISH6T. SR 60
Slp Qumpenwiuw|bd, FPsSLaNmWL|D Qermpil HamensE 2 WfsSHluisHed
Snslyfler  QBOLMAGASTAM&SESESG WHHWL UhG 2 au@. @erammul
SHMEL(PMES MU, LLGCUMIQIMSIITES QLDETCILIT(HL &6, & We&eT aulflg SLOILD
QMAGSDOLGHSH6L QGTLJFHUITE 2015@GaNSSHILGREME).

6 Judith Holmberg, 1973, p.2.
7 Ramiah Kalimuthu, 1990.
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21-gypld  HIOOIEUIGEL 2 (HUTHSQSHTEIG(HSGD LS  &LPL&ErHCHDL
SUOIDALMHWIL UgHIUNSS, eumpd Qmpwins heneohimiss Gevetrigwl QUImILIL
QeTm) 5 & &S ([HSHMDG). EIRIGLILL 7] 65T LIGTQILD ML & Lp6l6L,
A mAWLTN&CETETEmSEUTN6T ULl SLOIDGLTNSSLNI 6TeieuTm) CLoL(hGSHeLMLD
eT60TM) &b & 60607 QFTL [ &I Q& IT65uTlg. (15 HH M &) ) RIHI6VLD - HLOILD 6T60T6D)ILD
Q@QwmHund SUOIPQWLTHmWILD, SODSESHLaNmWILD CDUGSHID ChTeHSHeL
ol Geugu@Bd. Al Gumeiimy  @etm USHBHTE  eubhGHICSTEuUIG. (HSHESLD
QaMALHL LRGN  YhHLGHET  UPWLITESSHTEH  BLOSEG (IS 6ITME.
QRHLWD HHWD SHS SOWIET SIHsdH QSTHOHL LRISmET  SLOLD
QuompluNed sTeMQIMM)] LwlerTLI(h & Gl G| 6T60TM)] Sl &g LIL|L_ 60T
WeTQIR&SUILGHDG. PRHLGHHHT Il JN(PSONSHS Falgll NN6THSIS
QemhmpLU sifmeuud FO(WPEGS CsTau(hy UBLCUTSH ST JYhELSHSHES
PeITeEd SLO(LPLD HWNES (LIgUILD. QY RISEVLD-SLAILD 6TeTID Q(HALMASASTETENS
SMHMEL-HMLNG GV 61601 HeMELCIITE & ([HRISONLTLDED, 626)CEUT(HSHTEVSL L SSHEYILD
QFLAMGGLUOUMID  CQSMHNOBILLD 2L LU DaHHS  SHlemmEHaigyd
SLLMULTSSLILHLD GuTgIHmedT @ QLOMLHIS S T6TT6m & U 65T Sllg L6 &
558IUGHMGS STULMMHM (PIgULD. 2 0&65CHT(H QST ILUQSTETeUSDGLD, SMiailiie,
s Cumeim Hlemmaealled 26086 BIHSGT(H e(HRSamewiHgH CFweoLL (B
sl ey (WeTGaTmMIISDE WRISEVD, LLNMTEFFCLNSLOMET SIRISLILLTS 660
LI6TTLIT (Hh &HemEmULD, SiemLWmeThiGenenii|Ld CUTDHMIS STUUSMHGS SMIGLDTLA 6T60T6mILD
SRS 6T 2iig LLEHLWITET &SHTTL S HHGIUHMG QHS QUHELMNSGOSTEneT
SEGUITEL STUUTMHM eU(HEME).
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