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Abstract

The novel Theri Manal' was written based on the Mandaikadu riots that took place in Kanyakumari district in
1982. Mugilai Raja Pandian has depicted in his novel how the religious riots that arose due to the disease of
religion, which went beyond the status of God and infected two communities that lived without any caste or
religious differences, turned into caste riots. A Roman Catholic Christian falls in love with a Roman Catholic
woman from a different caste and causes trouble. At the same time, the Mandaikadu riots that took place give the
problem a new dimension and increase the opposition. It presents the message that religions, festivals, and
religious traditions without humanity and brotherhood are all in vain. Mugilai Rajapandian has recorded in this
novel how the riots that occurred around the Mandaikadu temple festival turned into caste-religious riots. This
research article explains how the religious riots turned into caste-based riots.
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