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Abstract

Sangam literature reveals the ethical principles of human life during that period. These literary works are
broadly divided into two categories: Akam and Puram. Akam poems focus on themes related to love and family,
while Puram poems deal with heroism, generosity, and governance. Although ethics are not explicitly stated as
commandments in Sangam literature, moral principles are subtly conveyed through the ideas and narratives
presented in the poems. Tamils earned wealth, practiced righteousness (aram), and lived joyfully, regarding their
domestic life as a virtuous existence. They famously refused to commit any blameworthy acts, even if the entire
world were offered as a prize. During the Sangam period, ‘aram' (ethics/righteousness) was central to human
relationships. The Sangam era was a time when human ethics, untainted by religious dogma, naturally prevailed.
Humans were not isolated beings; they were considered a drop in the ocean of society, with society residing within
them and they within society. The more a human being connects with everyone and everything, the greater their
happiness expands. To truly revel in this abundance of happiness, humans must embrace 'aram' — the universal
principle that permeates all aspects of life. Generosity (kodai) was as highly valued by Tamils as heroism. This
study aims to clarify the concept of 'aram' as presented in Sangam literature, and exploring this topic is the primary
objective of this research paper.

Keywords: Aram (Ethics/Righteousness), Generosity, Aid, Truthfulness, Just Governance, Enduring Wealth,
Poverty.
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FBIS @)VEHBWBIGET, 9HHT6V LO6vTBTHef 6T surpailuie) HMBIGeNaT BHL0dEHd HTL(hdlesTmevr.
S|ewau, &L wHMID Ymib stest @)rewnt® Llfleyseartal Lilflaasliinl (hsrerer. s STHeV, & BILLD
FTTHGHID, YLD 6Ty, Gl&srewL, QL F FTibHHID UTL VFHD6eTdHS G\&HTET(H6TOTS. FBId )6V W bIdk 66D
IMBISET CHIigwims euedlmiSsLiLL ailsDensv sTETMHTEILD, LITL 605660 6U(HLD &([HHGIHHBET CLPsVLD
MOBVISH6T 2_awTii G5 L1LI(h 56T M 6vT.

ST Cummer FL 1y HMIDEFIIgG @)TUDHDETT (F)VeUTLPEMBEMUI HDEUTLEED ST
CasrenTLeri. 2 08s LUMFTHE SlewL_GHTILD LILlGHID CFWIBMeTF GCFUIW LOMISGHOTT. Fhid
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@ wisvLiTs Blevaili STeVLD, FHi%HETeVLD. LD6UTIH6T &H6vflUlTeITaUSST HVEVEIT. 66T FeLpdhds &L_60l6dT s (Hlel.
S|UMIEGHTEOT  FEPHLD - FPHDHHIHGHTEET  Hjeusdt. L&dflbeir 6TLVTETT(HILD  6TLVTEUNHEHT(HILD
6T6U6UOTEY &G FH6U6EU6TEY  HOTEWRT DewenTHglHh CBETETEDTERTT [6UaIETEYDHFH6UCMETEY D eUSHIEWL LI
wHPFH umEGHInG. @bs WHPFAL CUHmEHD Dewerss CousdT(HD 6THTHTEL EMEITHEND LD
sar(HHallF GlFsvspb ClUTgHalSlwTear 9meHens wesflHeT sHas Ceuant(hid. eTTHemspLt CGLred GlEsmemL b
SlpTsarTed allHuliul L gl FBs Gesdlwgse 9w upPlw CgefllGeu @)HL oy UleuT@LD.
@ewsliupn] o rriieuGs (3susuriieyd &L (Rewruilest GpbmdaLom@LD.

Fpey&F CFThHE6T. 9 WID, GHTewL, 2 _Fall, suriieno, Crilw 1" A, Blewevwrer CFsvaild, aumisnio.
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Fwesr @rsse0 B)PbseTm BeTerSlT FRWCRTHTNY YFevilenid @ BBHTMI - 6TedTH DT
sewpdlest wremestwiri. @)wLGumrfleT suripey @)VevTCHTIdE, mreusbTCVCW FAMd @D, HMEPLD LOM(LPLD
Gumrmn) sueridgs wWILley eubseuTHsT HLOlpiser. staflw o ulligssTured @)rdbsd CaTsreuGs 2 wibhs
weflgliuenry. sllpfler sriadiurTeomis ellersi@gld  wWluTsd b, Gum@msT, @eiTuid LDHHIL
urLOul L gl. 9DEHTVS6T weflgenar BoauflliLhssCa erwsliLl L er. GsTewLujld Sewuwiujb
Ulipalls@entid eTeTalpTT  spemeweuwiTi. euhHHE 6lpsvelssef mhs YSHwCarrlh GCFiszs e
aueTemeLS6T LT, gifl, smifl, 91, Beiref], GLiseiT sTesTouT G 1D. @)THSI UbHS L|VUIHSHS H6T Heweven Gl
C&ETHSHS UbhS &LO6WT eusTaTensULI LDBTeTm CUIrHmISINg. FeTm| LDbd[HHeV 6T6iTHeneVdHdL Seor
6T6edT) LmBTeTHMIL LT 606D speuGleum(heuhld Heurauisd &L ewsenerd Flleurd CFuieuGs 9 mib
eTeaTSIMTT Leveum Gumesrupigwimi. uflFed Gum eubs LjsVeui spheum@ HTFfledr HeT HTD 2 (HL Ly
aflewemir® pewL_susnrgenws LflFTiis Q&THSSTRTTL. B)ewsh BHewL &M@ e Q&TemL HHHTCW’

eTedTm Qjeui GoiFledisgi GurhHmiSpmi.

FRISHTOSGSDGHL Uhwsw 9w @evdsdwniseaflsst Srvdbews DO BMIGSETEVD  eTEOTLIT.
DOBDPIGHTEV YDBIGET FOWLD FTTHBHEV6U. YTV, FBIS HTV YMHIGET @UIOLITRTENE. b
Uil FHRIGHTL UTEMEBUND  B)(HhLH 2 (HouTer HnuIGEer FBis @GS WSS LFley
CupmIsTenesT. Fhis YmBIGeT FwwnisafllL B(HHgH @reusd GUDLILIL L eneu 9DV, (66U DTeT

MGt LMW @)susuriieyd s (Hewruilsd ailfleursd &TenTeVTLD.

Sl QYD BrsvEeT

Fhis  Q@QeusdlwnbisaliGe o misThIg 2 flu 9MeH HHHHSWNTES  FnmIuSHGHL  LjsVaT ST
saupailsVemev. Fepsll CUTHEL WTMHVS6T allewerw Geousnr(Hid erer allHibLhw Frer@nTigssT
OuuIGUTGl YMBTVHET UDTHSETT. LSOOTET HLpHewTd:@ BHTVSaL LSCQTT(H HITeVSH6T
IIDHTVSH6T. (Feweu HLOlPMledT Y meuripewersd T _(Reusr. Feweu saily LIHsTVSSL speTemaUWITHT,
GWIGHUIT, YdeTrrmw urednquwir, &sUdlrwssflw urrglwuri GureTy  Leveur  GlL(HLOSS6IT
b alpTeLSemer @uipmlujsitereri. Fmiauis6lsarGar Y SH1FEly, PSIwT, Bevaull, GlaTeiTenmGeubseir
GumedTm b BIBTVHEWET @) Wi M u|6TeTesTi.
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BT TTTLD LITessTIq uiedT - BedTolewrm]

Aeullysrai - Hd) BTevssT CUTTNEN6U 6TIPSLILIL L OT. FHHD 6TTLILIHILD HIM LITL 6VSH6T
QasmenTL B % GpMldh CsT@LiLsEnd % meiTmeor.

" 9IS Tet euHeuGs @etrLid " (FHH@Gmer urulyio 39)

S| (WHHTM SjeuT6leuGHef (3)6dTevTTdClFT6L BT6dT (LD

B sasT Quetmagl . " (HwmE@Gmer uruilrn 35)

eteorm " Quminur@urfliigeveui " 2 ewrsdpri. @erewpw " ygiewwdsalept uTrsGuwir
STRTFSBTID QuilTid WeuGHHeD 6TATHOSHTL BIFE HBRICHTH eTewpd@ 6TWHSDalbse0 6TetTLICS
SweowTwl HM6IoesTH M.

" QFveuili O&THSHCHemID ClFBICHTEM6V
SUEHETIITS)
BlllTsgi6ug Hrfwsd Hymwrgh." (FAsvby 25 98-99)

61607 Ul MISHISIMGI. " el GLosenev” &(HEDEWT gn THI WTeuTdh @ CeussT(Reusst e G6v ()6dTLILD 6TEOT M)

B)WETUITETGLg LOTMBTWIESTTT UTLPHE| STL LG eI
MSBl6L auewfla ChToHsd Cl&TeTaTTeMLD
9D CFiiudley euewllas GCBresd @)(hbHdbInL TEl 6TOTLGI FBISHTEO LSBT BH(HHBTH
@ pHss. @ULIpOUley 9mid CFiIFT HBHerT Lwewesr LML GUDeVTD eT6aTD euewfles ChTd@,
FnL_TG] 6T60SH FnDLUILIL L G).
‘G)iend CFISG! LLMIEHLOE E )LD6TEYILD
Mallensv 61emTlH6T YUl UV - L|MLD.
6TEUTF FBISGEHTEV LOGITET T H6r16V sp(heuTmer Qi LM exenfldGafl WL Curdwri @Gnlilll BsrerTi.
Gprasifleary 9 mib CFiieiGs GesiTemiy H(Heaug| 6TeTLg) (9)Fl6L 2_ewTiSHLILIL (HeTarg).
I rFwsd 9mid
FHIGL LTSS Hmd uHBlw 9nfleewrser GlLIHLOUTEID HTFisHemer LpHeTewioliti(hdhsHCw
iUl (srerer. 'meBY psHCm rfer GarHmid', ‘GmeTeEM Uewpwird ey wesresri’
L6sTeuT % EhewL_W ClFBICHTID CleuanTOlETHMEHGHM LU Y moHHler GPluFhHerTas GuUrHDLILIL L 6.
orFer GlFmGasrsy Gumermy Grpflw ' Aevw CuholETsrer CousdT(RD 6TEOTLIGI LIV LITL 6V&%66V

euedluymiSS LU (D6Tars|.
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Biplemsy GlLhEs! FBleveuard &Hent(h 2 e li6lLI(hHHD HTETLSID BN M6 (Hd S LD
FlewLbsd  CFeugID YTFefler SLedLWTSHF OFTVLILLL Gl  (GDDBISZDET, HDHHl6T
SglitienLuiled Imiiihdhl HMTL T 6ulpBISH CousnT(HD 6TTHEIMTT 201657 GILITHIT LI BIGeDLWTIT.
orFer HeEOHluilsy 9 ACFIuFHEH JWWFFHD 2 Faieri. HATMILD HHID UISHVID H6dTLLD
SDYILD HTEHSYILD HVLOFFIT HL_6HLD 6TGTH MG LOGIWTHBTEHSF. ‘CFLDDLD FTEITM HTANS) LOTEHSHET 6T6IT M)

O|WLDFFTHEMET LOTBIGLY LO(HSTTT CUTHImIS DT
9| DBIFn MHENE WILD

SIDLD FnMILD LOSTMBISHET HTFesiledt MO B L FobHS HlewewrLfHSHer. HMLD Fn M)l HjeW6ulILD
upm ‘ML M HeTL CBMILTET Heweuwwld' 6TTSE MG LDBTTNI. 2 »muyfled(hhs BmewauwLd
seflFApliyl Qubmgl sTaTy @evsalwmisst GBI (BHSlsTheT. wgewruilled () BHHsS eweuwid LHH]
Ww&IWTHESTEHF GOILLNRSDSGI, 9 BIG6Tar Yemauwid geVTECHTL CGLTe BHBleW6V GBS 6TTHI D).

Gumir 9|MIb

slpi, Gumrfed HwepPlsswerts Ulstupmleri. Gumri mib  eredTug efrwHECmmI,
oS Grri, Apri, wpCuri HHCureny srdlisgis Curi GFiiwrspwepwd GHDlSS DL
Gumrfler GaT@ewwuledmbsh ULk, uriliuert, Cuedtasst, CBTwiTeri, LHLeuewrll GlUDTHeuT
YFCWT(HHGHS Hmi@ eurmwsy CGumri yflw CeusiTBID 6TadTM @(H YDLILTL 6V dnMISIMGI. SlbewioailL
auedlewin GHewMbSTETT(H CUITT CIFUING| dn L TF) 6TOTLIENS Yo T cLpeOBISIPTT GO 1g HEHSIDTIT.

Tl 6TWIH6V wWireuentdH 6T bCH T
THTOFeTm 6T H6YID GlFsvsvmedT - Lmid 301.
C&ETeML 9|MID

aTrdemsls CurevGeu GETewLwid HOlpisarmTsy ellBoulil L gl. sph LO6sIH6T HedTeniewL Wi
wHpFfeww MHE wWHDeUT WEPFHW BT(HEUFKISTET 2 NTEHLOWITET LEIPFF. YBHTeud| SH6dT
WEpFFeww MLILIGIHTET s LpFF.

CFLeUS G LILIGET FF g6V
SGBuw etesf1Gerr HLiym LeVGeu  (ymip 189 :7-8)
6TEITMIT LDGIEDT & & 6T TUIESTTT LOSHESTT [hdsdh T T

QasrenLullssr AmILITe eustersd sTapaui GUIHDILGMS), LGSO QsTeL T Aeowi]
yeoliL(hsgiamgl. stwpsuflest QaremLt Qumenw AmuresrrHmiiiuenuilepid  GumerF Sl resrmi
urLedlgd ugley GFiuciul’ig®iug GO $556551. DML (QeVsaSlwBISsT, 6GlsTenL
QevsaslwmiseTTEGar 2 drener. uslDMILILGSSG Csr Yrsiseflst GsTewL 1 LFlaursGar 2 eTearg).

ympreprhmler blsrenL_Liugled GOILNL_$5555].
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ST eTOTY HBHBTH, SWBISHTSH CHTHHSWID FHOTV aU(HLD FPLILSHEG 6U(HHSTEDLOW|LD
preTCHTmID CaT(HsSID CarewL 1 CumewsarTsl CuEFLILIBSlSTDET. eusTaTeVH6T @)e0BeVmiT
556D HeWeVeuadT , ‘LIFLILNewt] Lo(hdgleuest 6TeTGMeveVTLD GLITHMLILIL L 65T euLpBIGausD &L GlLIm(hsir
2 6TNGT 6T60TM| dnl LI UTTEHETL CBTHEEGL UL ayTdhipTer wHeT 6lUHEhFTSHHMET bbb i

urgrl_(HEpri. eusTeredlsit GlLimmer (3)reusvesilesr CLIT 6T, susiTaredledr aumiewio @) TeusV6sTl6dT 6umIHLD
eTedTm) GlLIHLIDLIGIesTTT GO BSIDTT.

2 wsGBL  amELWDHDOTYID CBETHLILIET HBlweT TS MTT  paTeweuwimTi.  @)reueoi
aurralll L Tepib Sjauiseners Csply aurauswipsSse) YHCHTL LT HF CFrevTseflesr @uwisvL] sTaTSDTi
BFCFsTemeTwiTT. CGUaseT WMIew ChTeHEE GCEHTHSSTHEUT THTHIDTT LITENTT. HTENET BTG 6UbD
uflFlevest ClUT (T GILIMTLOEY Fl(HIDL6uGI, STET BT WL @)pHS HlTLSMBL_LI GClLI(HHSISTLILD 6T6dTd
GLOEWTET 6U(HBHWSTHL ClL(HbBWVF FrbgerTi GOILLNL (heTermi. sTevsTeuNemMULd Gl&T(HLILIGU6ST
6T6TM)| LOEMEVWILDTEIT & (h(Lplg S THlewuwid sLilevi urymlHSImmi.

o Qevsaslwmisefley wl (Hwery 96 Qevsdlwmiseflspin mse0 upPlu GFiiglser @)L ib
Cumpmiererest. Fwrenio @)fley, @riiGumrid@ Fwrg surpsemsval 2 _ullenr alll HalBgsv Cosvrerd)
6TTEIMEVVTID HeI50GTwHUID Fn L’ HeTergl. eurepd 2 ullid@ MG @)TULD 6TTLINS
HoEGpsT sl D551 ADS)-

" Am iy eI ClFeLeuLpLDd FEYID NS enToarniE,

D &HHLD sTeuGerrm 2 _uflid@. " (HwmE@mer - uruilyd - 31)
ISITTVSTET (VUMD  FHIMaumid  stewr  QHCoumy  euTpHe»sE  (Wpewpuiled  Ymb  allL_mg)
uPBl&EL_SE M. BH60T6L

" 9pid ClFw aflGidy). " (2A5I5@519)

QUETETEVEH6T Lol (PILOSTYILI LjeVeuTHEBHLD Fhgl LIPHHmS Bevsalwid LuBley GFiigeTarsg. $mer

CuUDHMeNBLI MIGETS QULPMBI G LD QL (e F G B TevTmilesT Gui(psiTartd YW BTenTmHmlev
Heoliu®SSLILL 1 (HSSIDS.
2 gail

Unmé@ 2 560|560 eTaTUmBF AMbHDS YDTEHF FBIS (UGS WBISST HTL (HElSTmer. 2 gHail
QFiigemev FLPSSHILTT LgbeT Cxeusrri ' sallwreasrenw' steorm GOILLIGSIDTI. HeiTewerrd &mevwTig Ll
Uipewrs uppld fAbgles@GoCursl, B)Hb@GL Bleweewwl @Hisd), HTer @)(Hdbd Counriqul Blewsy 6T

6TEITLIENS LOGYTISHET 2 T BIDTEIT 6TTVTID. (ITL| 6TOTM &l (hhGSH SWTHDSTSET 6TevoTOlewTIIWITS

B s wpguyio?
Ulpi Gpmuyid b CpmiiGumrsd Gurmp)] o medTMlHev

FTITDEUTHE, 6T6V6VTLD SL6oT  (560.139)
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steoTm) LD SISTLSWSHS HLD SHISTULTEHS H([HFl, 2_Ha 560 LMW BevsvbgleusTi GOILLBSDTi.

'2_enTemLOWITET GlF6VULD 6TEdTLIGI LM GiedTtd SiliLig) $Tedt eTedrdmTi HeLGeul L evrmir.
Frer@mmi ClFsveuid sTeiTLIg CFihbEHMiT
L{63T 63T 96havlD LiewTLiledT
GeiTsH 6T GlFsveuLd GlFsLeuLD 6T6dTLIGIG6u (BMH. 210)

2 malleri Gl&L, eurpusussiler Gumedley flujd ettty GLBHBISHBICHT GOILUIBSDTI.
@) BTV T 'ClFsLaULD 6TedTLIG| Fbewsullstt Blewmey' sTetrdmgy HL0Lp @)evdsdwid. 'Blewmeusn L& meuGevr
GlFsvsueit' sT6aTSIMGI Feor BT (D STCeuTUIWID. 2 L 60 2 MIlIH6T PTMIGCETHTY 2 Fayeug CUTEVF
Feps 2 MILILSETTET LO&TISTHEBLD 6p(HouHH6lSTHaut 2 _Fallsblsrarar Gauamdr®b. @)suid B)rH555605
6T6VEVTLD H60THBd5 WeubgIdh ClFHTERTL TV 6T6iedr pougy? @ewrlienu, 2 ewrewsy HLiLigCur HTGesr
MeUGHG|H GC\FTERTL_T6V 6T63T6 p6uKHI? LM (HdE 2_FHeuriosy, ellsSSIN & ClaT@HwuTal &I (Heug Fhis

HTVSHS6V (F)6Vem6v.
6UTUIEHLD

UTIIEWDWEF FDbs YDWTHF Fhis @evsdlmiser Cusdlearmer. saumiienw Guasd BTG
o GEPLWTET BT STéTD SWS®S, "Qurinurt QFssT, “QUTLEUIILT aWkEG OFbsT ST
Qs AWBISHET FnmFlSTOT. BTHE R YHFws FMeyCHTev sTdTLITTHET. @)OTLSI T HBHeweud
FMLILFIOYD FIHTET. FISTLSHT HgHwaus FPLugia)d gipTer. Gt Gusid pr weflpewer
2 wirggFHmgl. QumiiGuaid BT wellFemeTd HTPSHIF DS "Lewpwr BTG T 6T6TM) euTiienLOED W
et GALNEAGTnS; GsnE Wrprst 'Qurii Qurfs QET@Epsrd e EuTienud
GOLUGSEIngI. Bleob Lo QuuihsTeid Glumil CFTeVeVS on L TGl 6TeTUGl LD LITL 605660
UHLDISHILLDTOTg). UTUSDWOW UDDl, FEKSTOL &S CSTOINY(BbS 5BSSWSHSMS
@ILGHser LrIL@SsEsTner. QUTIIFFTTDI dn DTOLD IENISSILIL L ).

Yoo

s1s @SBRSS ST G DEST, P walsesT salursab saps o nilararTsa)i
QuIBIGSHGID YUSTE LISHTL| HOHST 2 HAITEGUSNGD 2 Hob allFlPEHMEHST sTOTEVTID. SHTID
AbHssrvsd pir Qerdn oy o apsTmrd Srorars. Abdss s Csrerenhn Snibd
@rewTLTiD Hrrergl. @Queurs HDluy HDD PHV SHTLOTRTLH. FBIS @eVGEEWBIGET SHTL(HLD
SIMBIGET @ISVLITRT (PHeV SHILOTEIT Y MBIGH6T 6TQTEVTLD. LTD Ljdhdl FHoHDHD sl abpHlewsy
2 _miliysener erLiley Camwid GlFuig wriwrl R eTLewL_wrmil euTpeu@s HMID Y GHLD. eurpLd
2 uilidh@ IMSme il BeTewWIToS S THIOVMD 6THTEMSI. FBISH @)VSEIIBIGET, TN
W&EEHETET eUTpHems (pewmewWUD, Heuiskeflesr HYMOBYEHweTD BLOEEGS STL (HSISTDHET. Fhids
B vsHWBISHST, HoHHTEV LesfHTaHafledT euTpalis) HMHIGEDET HLOdEGHdb HTL_(HLD 6p(F & 6UTETTIY UITHD
FsPFSTDT. Fhs @eVdSH WIS STERTLLGHLL YMmIGET, @TewmW FUPSTWSSDSGD (H

QUIPISHTL IQUITSH 2 _6iTaTedT 6TITLIENS (P)6eumiiieyd %L (Hewrullesr suruileorss o mlweorid.
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