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Abstract:
Deviation refers to the grammatical errors in the structure of a language which are socially

accepted. Various features of a language has this deviational quality. In this context, deviation is more
important in the creation of poetry. Tolkappiyam, later grammatical texts and the commentaries of the
Tamil grammatical texts explain the concept of deviation in these two dimensions. Twentieth-century
perspectives of deviation reflect contemporary relevance and a global outlook. Particularly, they
emphasize the importance of deviation in the perspective of poetics. This article explores the trends in

twentieth-century studies regarding such perspectives.
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