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Abstract:

This research paper discusses the unique and ancient livelihood of traditional fishermen who rely
on the simple Kattumaram (catamaran) as a foundational symbol of their labor, culture, and economic
survival. This community is currently facing a severe crisis driven by modern capitalism, the unchecked
intrusion of deep-sea mechanized fishing vessels, and detrimental government policies, which together
have resulted in the seizure of their traditional resources and profound socio-economic marginalization.
Ponneelan's novel, Thedal (The Search), is highlighted as a significant literary work that meticulously
documents the historical moment when this oppressed fishing community awakens, uniting politically
to form trade unions and fight for the recovery of their traditional rights and self-respect. This research
aims to analyze the structural oppression faced by the Kattumaram fishermen as depicted in Thedal,
examining the importance of their collective action through the lens of class struggle. Ultimately, the
study seeks to establish, from a sociological perspective, that the Kattumaram is not merely a vessel but
a crucial symbol of economic freedom, and its successful reclamation is indispensable for achieving

social justice.
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QU1 F Fr(HSHEID:

wefls FYsTwsHLer Gsrerenwwrer wHmid urrbufludg CFTLHVBEHT HLewevCw BHLOLN
eurTpld eiTLilig H6HTIleV llEeyd SevllGgiauTergl. Qupens Fribhs @)H6STLD, Hewev(LpewM
SHWEV(LPEHM TS LESToU FOLPHSS6IT 6UTLPEUTSTTLOTHEYLD HVTFFTT WL WTETLOTEHYLD HlHLpEIMG). BHT6T
Wppeugih sLedletT FHMEGMBWLD 6THTLTTTS YLIGSHISHMOTULD 6THToHEI, 2 wil(hb@GD 2 ewpliLimE@Lb
Faured el B)H6sTledled, WeTeuiseafler o ullewruyld euTpeUTHTISewSWD HTmiE  Lilgd @
SliuewL & FEFwrseyd, mLGemsullesr GnufLrseayn ‘s QI  eTeTen|b eTeflw  FTHerD
BleweOILIMIEIMS). DEOTTV, FOSTVSSVD BaTer (PHeVTefldbgieusbsdler CUITeNFUIBTTID BYLpddL 6V
ety ethglrmiseflesr om@pmeusmepid esteu Fepsd SHWWTERT O (HHBHIGMDUIF FhHlHH MBI
uryouflw 2 fepwasEpd suaThISEHD Gl WHevTaflsarTepid, yrdfer FH LWl i rg eirLiligd

Qe TeTemaHemTaID LUNSSLILGS STDHOT. @)BH60T allewereurs, S (HIHeNDH USTTLOTHSE 6ldkTewwrL
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2 WYP&HGHLD LOQTOUTHET, QUTF FTMTLIH G 2 6TenTdl, GurmerTsTy FHlwTseb Feps FHluTHed
UnEasenilasiu@n geuevd  SallTwsnL SlaTmgl. 955 ROSGHUYMDEG  THITH, SO
swwflwrengenpwu o Urrbufl eurpeursTrHmsuwd WL 6L (HsHs alfliiynslesrn ereu Fepsib,
rFwed FHwrs pearPlenenthgl, CBTHHFBISLTSES Srewr®h CUTTTHLL UFOTHMIS S (HEWTBISENET
BILuwTESh  ugley Gy  @evsslwl  umLliyseflsy  Gurerefsvesfleor  ‘CsLev’  Lslesrid

(PSHEITEH LOIIT 6T ST (& LD.

@bs e, sL_(HWLr WBaTaUTassT FhHlsd (Hb@GHD S Lewwliy FHWTRT B ELPeHDEHET sTeuaUTM)
LBl S5l60 FG 5 M55 1L (DETOTeT 6T6TLISNS ULD, FriT e3TL_6W6V 6THT Hg1 jauiaer Gom6lsTerenid gn L' (HF
QFweoLITL 19657 (WPHBWSGHIauGMmSU|D 6uidhsl Gurrri L sgler Ulsterenflulledmba o rmiidngi.
GOILIUTS, s1_HriD 6T6TLIg) CleumIGEeT e(h LIL&H6V6V, g1 JeuTsHafer CUTHeTTSTTF FHHHDTdHIler
GOUT®H sTeTUMSUD, g L sLLUBuCS Feps B eterumud ‘CHL 6L LBlersdler sufllGu
Fepsailwisy Lrieneuullsy Blewsw Blmissi0Cs @)He oy iaileir (3)vde T ELb.

HmeyFCFTM&6IT: F5717195 6TV, LBsoTeriser, tbereui FBIsLD, pHeVTelSHILD, HL (HILoTLD

YSTDIDT
2 evswwrslall L @srempw @Guedlsv urrbuflu wry Fribs LOGeum GlFwsLIT(Hbe6T

WTHOLeDL_HglsTerer. GO L wesr Friphs surpallwed GUTFHIL LLPESILPSHSHSSI6T & TTesTLOTdS
Goumi usTILD 6T(HHGHI U(HBSTMET. ()55 @ LOTMHMBISHEHET LOvT FTiHS ClBTLHVH6TL eI (B 6u(HLD
WTHPEISEHD PSTYI. 2 ey, BerLiliysClsmifland G)bwrHpssTed SeTgl WILSSeTemiamul Q)pbsl
QU (HABSTMET. QWHB TLOWIDTESEBOILL D, Hrfler sewsvuf(h 2 sreafll L &TTenTBISOTTE) &T6VkISTEVLOTEL
Ulestummiiul’ B eu@pd wry Frihsg urrbuflug CsTlensy o6 @)hgl HewL & @b 615 Tilevseflsd
FHUL () sumElermerri. urrbuflw CQsriflewsy wahasaflBlhheh LPlEGD Curg HH6STHL FTibh
HTeVBIGTEVLTSL LleTuHmUiul B eup 61Ty BIswIssBISeT @) (hhS G)L 1D G1HTwTnsy 6G\%Tewsv b
Gurdlssitmer. @) bBlewsy GMWGs allflliLjenTiensull LHL LILTOTIH6ET SHTeVkBIGTOLTSL LDLG5Idh
BBIGETGH| FOPS IYbHOMMWL UFley GFiig) eumSldTOTT. 9 H5HE LDLLILEEHET 6lLITeT6sf sV6dT
Seuisefleor  CxLed ydlerd @il wreul L & Bereuiseaflsst  urgbuflwid  rFETeY b
YaoTelSHUGSTYID  UPGSLULBLLD  Blewe  swgbdhsH@  eurulleors  allerds Ll (HsiTerg)
GPILLIL55553). Jpeer Jplaugl 3)és eoTullsst GBTdssoT@Lb.
CapLev yglerib — yplapssid

CaL6v ySlerid sesrestlwim@uof] wreul L gg) esteuiseflesr surpallwiene) ewwwinmrsd 6lsTesrL
CLITETEsT VEBTTEY LWL GSBLILIL L 6(h FUPSTW BHTeUEVTELD. ClLITeiTes V6T Hibw|6sflF FlGSHTIhd 6TevvTEULD
QEBTeRTL . HOUWTFSSTL FISGSUULDH D bHeOD FTibs Fhsewearsemert GLHM LHSEHS: S,
allLfIILINTT Y H(HLD UM HUI6D H6WTHI LISHL_LIL|EHEDET (6WLDdH SIS ClBTERTL 6. 2 ewLPLILITET S Er S|euTLy

S|UTHETF 2 WLPLIHLIF HIT 0TIy sUTUPLD (PSHeVTaflGgI6u FohFBlaaflerr dribey GLOTF suemevsn
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CaL6v LHlarsHlev 16 areui aumrpalluisy

Qe wrmisellst gl (B CrisewswTsd) o HeurTssUUBLL SL(Hwrh  BeTeuisetlsT
QUTLPQUTSTTLOTHS FHlEHLPslTDSI. ereur suripailwsy ereui surpalwiedsT jigliLenL wreT LBesTeud
QB TIflemevd &MU Y SH6IT FIWenTS0lBTIflVSTTET auemev LilsTenise, 6T allHmeL, &HHeuT@H ClFiuIgHseD
WPSOWeIHe»D Iy LILenL_WTeHd5 6% mewt(hib GLombls mereriLi(hLieney.
S Bwrgms poulullbsse

ereurser S HWwrd e»eusSGLUGLTT SL(HDID FTihs UsIWTOTTS6T 6160Tm)  (3)Tessr(h)
aUMSH BTV Y ewLwrearliLBSleTmari. S (Pursdler 2 flepwwmerm aTaursarTsHa b S (HLorL
Lenflwrerismers Qaream® WBearliys0smfloaw GuhesTarumisaTsan GEiui. Bearaiss
WPupe»wTss 16TLIGS6STIHemevu)d &L (Hrsamsu G pbLiluillmesSlaTneTi. SL_idbE@er ClFaTm &
AL L QLsHd aumovmw off omaussell () absel@ar. Graw® BrisepsaEh Lns
LBeRTRID HL_eYI&% @6 GlFeiTm efFlw susnsvew WD HFHev AbalujsiTar LFTHMETILD HeWTEHGHH: 6% TanT(H
QUBHOUS eUTHETT QUPSHEHLOTS YWHS(HoHGL. @eueurm eFfFILL L eUMVBEHS@HsT LB6TaH6iT
Ao GHusNHTHE Hmruiled @) mHe @& CurGs sm&GsT FAMIFAMI prev BesTEHemarts Lilig b 61em6V 6 & 6iT
a1y sweuliui eterm ety BIEMIGHD GDVISSIT CUTsiTel Ve Hewrg CHL 0 LFlarsdled Ly
Qeiigstarti. Barauisst &I GLrsms wl HGw BN urphbssTaTaTT THTLSID Sjaurs GHL D
y@lersgler surulloors Hplbgl Carerer (piySleimgl. QuDewsd FHDSSET HTTETIOTES 5115 G
CFsve (igwTosy LBeiTLilgSESTIL HewL it L Curdleid Seuisst Counpmisb6lsriflemsy BHLoLNF
CFLauBleVeme. LTMTES FHM STV  SWUSHETHS STEHH (HHGI LBadTHL B HLrss6levn
ety G&d CFsvdleTmentir.
1 eriilg euemev

erilig 5C5Tledlsy  susweGuw  (pgeiTewowiTer  HHalwTs  ewwHleTmgl. @@ Fev
LB GT UM S B EHd Gl HeTM) Hevfl euemev aTFLILI(HEHTNEI. GlLITeTel VsiT HerTg CHL 6V LFlesrdhHlev F)mred
LB63T & 61hd & W BEVTET usweL eafFliLil L sToHds @GmILILIL (HsrerTi.

“eussrenast urseui G L QFmiGahmsv
CaEThaply wsiauswsy ufNwiCurss” (Ysduwy,isaGasflassr (2_.9p), BHDYewewT,

umr.er.303)
sTeaTeyd euflselr @mmev ersemearts Liligliugn@Giiw euemevssr @)ewsvsarHm LOTdHHleT BlpsVEemert
GuTedTm BIL LD WHTHS HTeTliLl L sTasl uBlaill g GLiLgl STeVBISTONE @)Dy LB6TdHemearL
Uiy (iughQseTyl Safl aieevsst LweSTURSSLILL L QFiiglou SPlu iy SlaTDS).
1fesT eflwimumyio

ereuigssit &L edl6L Liligdhs eTHemends Hewrd@dd OCaTeant(h) aubdl HL 6D LOaTenTTsd Hi(H
QETeOM 2 (heuTdhal Slev Liligdhs aubs ersewerd Garily eevld Curl (B ellwruryd CFuieug)
UPSHBHLD. HHID 2 ewliured eTeuiser migw Wer GlFveudbensd T 6766l (hH6T 6760560
CrsLTsE uThISF QFeTn Fevsvenm alwTuTifleEhd @ eFHMILSWTETTEHEHE @ allhuir. (&)susurm)
uentd efflw eJ6lmeiT(hH6afley LlhCHD BT CHUSID PHOUST. LIGHH (J)eWETEHOTTET O 6UIS D
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salueisr s Asrfld alEliufome. almauwinhs QaefBr 6 eIksyh wigliLd Smawrs
FlewL_ujid jewflbgl CaTenT(® jeusit HL_NHenrulls) sraarras siflbsrer (GursrafsasT, CsLsv, 11.4)
sTeaTeyIlD euflgseir esreuismeaflesr Lilsitemenagssit 2 ewiplin) ghs WerLilgs56lsmifledlsy Bri L ilerym] et
STHTHTTSH TN LD Blewsvsw il GILITeTeaT V6T H6Tg CHL 6V L SleTHSBl60 Ligley ClF g eTerTi.
SjewevujLermresr GurymLL b

esteuiaeir L6060 L6irLilgdbsbd ClFLaID spsubleuT(h BTEHLD rewTdhCsT(h CuTyrT(helsTmevri.
LWweD 2 (Heursld &L _gIdh@6r OlFeVsv (pipuiTsd STevdSlepin tlewiplil) CHigds HL_gVIdhEGHsT ClFsvslsTm6TIT.
Barouisellsr G558 Bowssrss sLO GUésUUL G  Lud sSTomsalab &L
YDILBIILGITHTH). LIS BT ST SL60 FHDSHTV HLQISGET BIVPW (PTG Qi iguig it
o am(®. 9CHTH HL60 Beriiigsgid QBTanTiyHbEh Gweilsd HigQreTn) LD SrésssTe Hame
GDVHS SLIT eppd GDUILSID o rH). “OMOUL ST YWDTIGE CBTRIIGHESD HEIH6T
2 _ufl(paSHleflweauisemar sHTUTISSHIS FIGSHIGHGHD CBEHMFS DHEHATTV Y UPpdhdHld 6laTevT(H
sersalsd BHerm Qaramgmiurisst” (Qursrafost, G5, 11.9) srereyb CHL 6 Lt auflssr
ST GUITTOD eransallsr aurpalweers ULDLGEsE ST OHSTDS. G)Ssmaeuw
Barauiseflsr Baowpm aurpalomars GsLe Ldarsdd Guretelosr ufa Gsiissrerti.
smgHHmevallwrer FAsvallullsit sHems Fleveu e LH6TLgHSHF CFITD @FLpedls0 FDMEHSH TV &L_gYI6IT CLPLPSH
QmpgI GuTSDTi. RFOTTD JUTgl uBLTaTE®S W HGW BbLl auTphs eumD FsaiBsallst
STWTHLD &HeT Hevailujb Blidss] o EleTmevri.

1 esreuigefer &)mriil b

sLewev KIDLlg CasTfley CFIW D eTauiser Shisaflsst euThlL Gemsd SHLNEemTEWTyLOrs
S|WLGGId5 ClEHTETEUF) 6TEHTLIG) HTVBISGTEILNS HewL GlLnHM) au(HLD LIPSSLTGED. CFTLe GlFiieusmn@
UFSWTHS BHhiserlsiT 6uTIL Se0d HeUTHET HeUUTN Y WSHSHIS ClBETeTHSTmETT.  HLeW6eVLI
UTTSSUTH] SLMHSTHODEF FeurTHdHsHaumn SHL 60T Li(Hey [BlewsD LWTHMHEIGENET 2 T hdHeuTn)
S|UTHETS| BTL &6 HL_[hgl CIFVILD. (F)6l6uTMm| SeWLOHS H6UTHETH UTLPHNSE BHlewev &L_69160 67MHLIHILD
FOMBISONTTL &LV KT CurkE sLDsmrCurrmseflsy @ wmE@G eareuiseaflsr surflldens
S fSg10GslTpar. @55 Bewwnn TP FGIP8 STIIOTS Jjauiser srisag of HHmers
SM&TOBS ShIGUIL BIGTTSEEey WS HIS CBTETHBTMETT. HL IgHMOTUJLD  FHL DLW LD
Fn DT HEDOTUD DUESHIS &9 EDFHET L0 EGI% ClTaw1([H) uTPSlSTHETT. 355 @ PlevevwHm eurifli &
GYmvd GCsL 60 Lsleard ugley GQFuglerergl. &L FOmeHsTeL HAvallGur®h CxFiss Geoumy FHev
Bereuisefler @QensFsEphl  gsgIF OlFvsvliLi(hEng). aTQser  gflEsiiu’ L Curdleid
Wereuisefler euripsemnstt GUTaHEled wrHmGLr GsTiiGsur sJMHLIL fl6DeN6V. LITMTH STEV6IT H6UEHD: Hd

sargl  oflewLd Oarhssall hd sarsE Cuwl® FBodde yYSasrs @ GHRenF &b
Careraslssimmsir. @uPensd FHMEHHTL LUTHESOULL TID allewraled s 1 pyssd OlaTsrslsim
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9Fs CuTHL CFevemear THUBSSTS P BHLULIL S5 HewHg5d5 CBTaRT(H) euTIpd LbesTeuTseflsir
BlewevwHm suripeiluisy @)Her euhl LevliBSlSTDG).
tppeoralggiousFler i Bldamt

2 s (PUPUBIID psHevTaflsgHieud Geui il (BHd Slewer Lriill sueTihgh 6uHSlOTDSI.
urribuflw wry Fribs GsTlvEHemaTuD g% il B eweusmsaisensy. PHeVTafNSHI YSleHaHD & Lol
wreul L &g ereuiseafls surpailsd sHUBSH W STHHEHMSLI GlLITETeT V6T H6wTg CHL 6V L|Fleurd 6D
ugley OCFgeTerTT. S RLISSL TPl SLYISGHT OlFeaTm T YPlsb @)HESGD QLsHms
IWITesl5g euemev 6fF euemsv Blewmwr ewerr ysitaf] eubgH Hewyulley elmmis ewpli) BLSgIb
IesTouT euTpdHendsenut (LpHVOTafDTTSHefledT D Flohs srmiseT L(HBIFS Ca TeiTdledrevt.
2 ewliswu 2 MlEhaid G)wibb rmiser

QubAriiseT o empsEn aisssdar adflsars wrilall Ler. wefls ssdullsr G sms
Qupslr Féglser Lligssis Casmenrer. urrbufwg Gsrifled GFiiub CFTeVTETTHST IbDHHS
Blevgsley FlewL g CUTmHL semerd CsTent(h) smel OFiig 9ser euflGuw Lewpliy BLSgHleur.
IISSWHI 2 PLILITe) FL(BHID LwensT @ ubEHrmiser CHemalld@HsTarTdhHlusrarer. LD Ls»L 55
PSVTOTSHET FBIGTH LTEHMS (PSS H OlFiiig Gu@ bLenTdD L (haledTmeri. sueurm psed®H
QFiiugmGL urrbufwhss CFTHlsmars CaiboSHEHSTDTT. WL Frihs GFTLevTaTTgH6T
sreflw QTN &mallsenerds ClasreanTy hdhs WohevTallsGarm GlL@p GuTpL ClFevey GlFevey GlFiuig)
Quibdlrsdle GunbiGid GsTfinh &mailseert LweTUBSSHISSTHTT. CHL 6V LFlTSHHleV LEesTouTs 6T
s DWIsHews BoLls SBiGars 2 L0 2 _eplientl psHed(H OlFIGIETOTRTT. YOTTE) LIGHTD LIHL 5k
ysevraflasst @uibSlris L GHeT alll_(Hd %L_e0l6T GITSS aIaTSHemSU|LD LIPlS5IH ClFTeTHleTmeTT 6TaTm)
Curetesfevesr LFley GFuigierarri. “m CuTL® @)Wmeb@GwearT 2midssTrer Ligdh@gGn IjsusueTsy
iWemerujio spmemmulled Nigdmsevmn” (Glumeiresfevsit, CpL6v, 1L1.25) eTeormy eHLIGT BB ILiLIL &mreD
FlewL_&@GLD VTULD &DISEHIF Frwpeowmiilt Cuaslermmer. “srbSHrriLL @ GurssvrearssiansChrL
ssE Coum” (Cumrsitesfsvsir, CsL 60, L1.43) sTetTm TFeT QWHhFTriLL SMHE@L UleTyevmil BlHa@L
yavTellGsaubensd SewLWTeartd Tl (RaleTmrer. @)sueurmi GClLTeTesl V6T HevTdh CHL 6V LSl dHlsD
urgFlrmsefer eufl @ubSlriiLiL Gsearred ereflw wdhaefler 2 _smplienult LHBIGLD pHeVTelbgI6ubend
S|eWLWTETLD STl (HledTmmir.
ClLiTeT 6wt VST H(HLD Hii6Y

CureTesfevest  gliiewLulled sph CUTHIO DL weuTHl. 6TTGou  Heorg LewL LiLBeflsD
CUITEIO|PL_DLATSSmS (PSTDRLILIG] QTSI AIPSHHRISaTD eTDI. gl CoT HissT LFlerdsled
FHHHITTRET  eTHTEID  UTSFTSFT ol CUTHO DL DOATHEDS  (PTDUSSTIT.
Qs riflevrarisensd Seuisefler o fewwsemerds Casrmy GUTHL®H FhisD YwwdhgHIt CUITFTLd
FPD&  CBETHILSTHS HMBHHEMD YDWSIBHSTT. HCH Cureatn Herg CoLe ylarssle
QubSTiiLL &Tev LesTouTaer LTSHEHSLILIL 6V, auenev LilsTey|b Gl mlemsv 9rd L GHe CLTeTmaunHenm

6TFT GG LOSTOUTHET FBIGLD HeWSHHIL CUTTTHUSTHS HeWSH BWDOYMIUSHTH YLOGSHIGTOTTT. (B)dHDHS
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FRISBIS6D CLIHTSHET, YMTHET 6TiTM S WeTHSIS STLLlTHD Hevbgl ClEmerer Cauant(hid 6T6TM)
IDVYMUSHISISTOTT. BLoEHTRT 2 fewisEhdhsHTH BT SHTedr GuTrmL. Geuswr(Bid. CuUTrTl L 55 ME
o enroluenT CaumurGLm, wpFlweui @ ewerweur stedrm LTGUTGLT UTTSSHIL LISTOUTHISS Fnl TG,
SjewerauHd  CFihs GUTTTIYSTTE) FHTHT [BLOGI GUTLPEHNEHEHHTERT alllge] WL GG 6TdTLIG]

2 »LILITETEHEHEHS T & TeuTdhL ClLITETel V6T (LP6IT MU GFHLD & (HSHSHIHETT G LD.

QBTG LI DT

% Berilys6srfledlsv  urrbufwwrs  FRUBD Wareuisst SL(Hwrsens WL HGW  BHOL
BledmauTs  uUTPHS  (PHETVSSH  Hlewev  Clursresfsvesfler  GCasL 6L  Lslarssler  suLfl
FLUIgSSTL L LUl (heTeng|.

* ewevujLer GurrT®id CurTrTl L eurpdhendsCul YaTTYID HeDSHU|LD eTHMIS ClHTET(H LD 6T
2 WWP&HEHH SWTTTSH BHEGLW Blewew 2 _swpliurefllseafler sriLile peTemeudssliLl (HeTearg).

P FHQTOTOT  UTLPHWEHF  GUeOled  FBlewmeurs  euruld  ereuiseafldr  surpeailsd
waevreflrisefler @ubslriiLL Gssr sspuBSSw CFmiley & 1gssTL L Ll Hererg).

* gy 2 epliuraflsefler 2 _spwlienu poHevTaflmisefler &Fwpsvllss: (pHevTeflsgiad LTSS
@BLp6V Y emL_WITETLD STL_L LUl (h6Terg).

P 2 PSGHD FYPSTWSMSL LITHEGD PHVTefSHI0 YBlbbbendd $bTHEGD STaUTHF FnhibhLD
WSS  GurrrLg CFlg  Flewe UdLLIUTOTHST  FWPSTWSHSL DWTSEL  Lgley
CFwliL 19 (HLILIG) L{eVSTTH TS

% Qeusurm  WaHVTallGGIaD FTSTIENT LdhHereT eurpalled eDLBSGSHID 6TSTLO6® M WTesT
WTHDOBISDETU|LD  HSDE LSBT ShiGerg oritled Gumymi  wpsit  euy  Seuesvriq uigHesr
IuFlwgsensud GluTsiTafsvsler oL Lslarssler aulfl @)aHsL Henr sT(HdH5ITSHS (HLILIGI
OseafleursleTmg).
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