sar@hFwib - FiouGs53 H10)1p uialsLp QB E, eISSN: 2456-5148
Kalanjiyam - International Journal of Tamil Studies (KIR]JTS) » m a Vol. 4 Issue: 04 November 2025
An Internationally Peer-Reviewed, Open Access Quarterly Journal N R https://doi.org/10.63300/Kirjts

CHARACTERISTICS OF FEMALE POETS MENTIONED IN THE
PURANANURU

Dr.A.NASRIN
Assistant Professor, Department of Tamil Sona College of Arts and Science, Salem — 05
Email: ajjurijull@gmail.com ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1653-7676

Article Received: 25-10-2025
Peer Reviewed: 27-10-2025
Accepted on: 30-10-2025
Published on: 01-11-2025
Abstract:
Ancient Tamil society cultivated a profound respect for Penmai (femininity) and the foundational power

of motherhood. This reverence permeated both daily life and theological practice, exemplified by the worship of
the deity in diverse forms, including the feminine emanations (Thirumas and Kalaimas) and the syncretic union
(Ammaiyappan). To reconstruct the lived reality of this era, the classical corpus of the Purananuru is invaluable.
Specifically, the fifty-seven extant songs attributed to fifteen female poets serve as a critical mirror, reflecting the
socio-cultural characteristics and emotional terrain of women in ancient Tamilakam. This review article aims to
analyze and systematically explain the intricate cultural elements related to women, tracing how these
foundational attributes were articulated, preserved, and given voice specifically through the compositions of

female Sangam poets.
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