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Abstract:
The criterion for determining the civilizational development of a country is its professional development.

In this regard, the ancient Tamils were efficient in all activities, from choosing a profession to successfully taking
it to a stage of development. Not only that, they were also excellent in improving their economic status through
these professions. This article aims to examine and explain how ancient people organized their professions. This
organization was not merely a list of jobs, but a complex, sustainable socioeconomic architecture. Their efficiency
stemmed from a clear division of labor, ensuring deep specialization that fostered powerful internal trade and
robust maritime links. We will delve into the rich tapestry of Sangam literature and archaeological evidence to
map the intricate occupational divisions, revealing how professional roles—from farming and metallurgy to
seafaring and fine arts—were not only respected but intricately woven into the very fabric of their societal
hierarchy, guaranteeing both economic stability and cultural continuity for millennia.
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FBIS )V WBISG6T euLfl HMIWEVT @D LISTEmL L &6V Lodsd6rfl 6T
OF T[Ty
(PEDSITEUT L1.&DLISTTLOEST
o galliCuyrAfwi sL0pdHgIewm
Garesrm sewev HMID HPlailwsd Hevepri], GFsvid - 05.

9}li16))&F & (hHSHLD

s BTl ger broifls euerisfullenesrs HiwTefls d ereyCsmeVril ewLoaud| ObbTL Ly 6dT
Camflepern sustidAGu H@G. JYbs awauile, e CsTflwas CaibsHILG LPSHN IjFewer
auerisSf plewevds@ ClaunMlaTTsds ClaTan () GlFaug aueny sTeveLTE ClFWIVSTIID LILPHSLOLTHsT
Ameviow_eT QFwur Leart. sl Hilsty), §)sOSTAossT apa SRIGEHMLI QUTHATTSTTS
Sr5ms5 CbLBSSHS GHTereuslepid Fmbg elleThIFleTi. LISTENL W STV LDEHBHET 6TUTM HBIS6IT
QaTiflsemar Y WMSHHISCHTEITL T  6TeTLMS  YrTwhgh  allarsGHausrs  B)EsL (hewr
D[ DLOHSIETETS).

G@MILILF QFTH&6T. BlevehFTid GCsTIflevssT- suremtlad Gsriflsvssr- e Goul L 1b —(1pdgId @6t bsHe.

916y CBTHsLD

LOESHET eUTLPHSITD UTLPEEDSH(LPeOMD SjeUTeUTHERDL W CGTVpewm FTih8SH HewLOEHTMI.
HTEVUBIGHET 6TGHIUTUWINID STHBIGHST UTIPLD HTVHDMH @G THUSLD, SHhisEhewLw Ylailer sueriddls @,
gmued 9m auiflulle GHTleL GFiig HBHeTepVCL SHI%EHeL W euTpailwens) GibLBSslulsTeresTi
sTeTLIEmSL LsVBaum| STevsL L Bigseaflsy Cahrearhlu @)evEEWBIS6T cpsVld Wl (PigSlSTmEl. |F6dT
g LILenL_uiled LIRTENL W HT6) D&HH6T sTeuaUMBITRT 6GTiflvser GCmH6lsTadTL_ari sTeTLMS
allerd Gousnd CHrEETSd ClaTesnt(h J)suauTiie) GumblsTsreriiLi’ (hsTargi.
2U19] YWIGLPPD

LeRTemL_ W HT6V WdEHenTe) Gmbelasrereriiul Rsrer Gsriflevsemer, euallevdsdwnbissr sul
OS5 ST, ST allersslubd W nieusTd @bs iiaiTers OG5S FBpid YOO ylla)
wHmId allardsspemnmn Sy liey sTedim @)Tent(h SeiTeniomsaflsy GmbGlsmeTeriiLil (HeTarg,.

(peTEIEDT !

(M BTL Lg6dT eueTidd] 6TedTLSH YHBHTL WL YEHLD YTFenest LU (HLO6VVTLOS) BbbTL Lg 6D
QUTHSTD GHlg WEHMOTW LD FTTHSSTGHWD. Hbs auemasulled LpbhslPTseflesr surpalsd m LGS
aurTenflasewss Frinls @)BHsSSH. b eurTenilsd @EHsTL  llehehTar  aueTidd  lEs

auTenflsHsH S0 (Hbgl  POHOIYID WTMILL L uTeRIGWPedDWTSS B HeGI. G, SHTVHIM G
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BGShBSUY. GYEI®VES ThpaTn HeoTallfl auTesllasmsulb, SL ol aITamlsbmsub jdbsTa
suentlai GmelsTeTL auri. B)HOTTEL GILITHOTTSHTT Blewsw 2 wiihgl, BTH CFPlSHHI, LOEHBHET HeLTLPEY
QUTLPHSETT. @)6euTMTET surpallnH @ euTewllEid sp(h (PpoHIBwd STrenTTs allarmISHn).

QUTENTIHLTTEH S L UHTWHDUJL T  Inlgll, Bl(HEUTS FmeiTsemar o eTarL_dalw
CFuLWODWTE  YESTVSSD  QBbESSI. Gpwar 2 migld CFuwb  eiswrsa)bn Ijenson
QaualsQsTammin CrréEL i Gaariag s Har Smwdarns. Guaib, eals araflsnrs
QohsTRIL HYuPPIDG JyliueoLwrs afloThiGes) BT IGeT CTIflvaGL G, weflset
ST g LiLienL g CHemeusdssr ailfleuswL_wjid speubleum(h HrevdhasL L GG HdhCHemeaumssmer
plewpe) CFiw yslu yglu Csriflevsmearun, CBTld peopaamaru|n oswTENG S6TCHmalmL
Blewmey GFiig) eubF(HSEDTeT. Ybseuenasullsy, @ BT Lg6eT UETEDLOSHGLD eueTTFHbGHD Y bHT(H
Qarfledleih, CsTiflvmIl LSGHID susTidFd Sewisug Comeuwrdng. erarCa, @ CaTewsvd
CapihosBHIILGI PS5V DS ClIDBISTIONGE BLSSHI0BIQIMT sTOVT ClFWSID CILITHOTTSTT S5
6TLILIGd EDSHIWITOTEVTLD 6T6TM)| 6uTenilsll GIUTHETTHTID BdbEHs Cgafleursd L gsbsTl HSIDG.
QB TflL BIL L% Fnmisefler Heuflbens Fuis B)e0dbE WG He0 GLOEVTEITENLD 6T HTEYILD,

‘Qarfledlev CBTHOVBHIL LS Fomisamearts LWSTUBHSSTS 6Ths @(H BnieueTGwr FewnGwir
9|6VVGI BTCLIT TETHTEILD 6ueTTFF HTHTLGID HeiTesilewmey Clumieugid HNsTaEmg”.

(s @evsdwgglev Gevrssrenio,Li.1)
steTm GOILURESTDG).
QB TLVSEET — W TUIEHD

ueTewL $ SUPESSlV  aupsHledhhs CsTflevser @Mlsa Py ettt GG mLfled

STOTLISDEBTET UHTIWINDEHEHETdS BTl GouenTigujsiTengl. 2 ewpLiL], 6T6TLgl GLIWTFCFTVLTS 6 (H
CFwIL 9VeVG ClBTIleMeVS &M ELD.

Curmetlwev CurPleprmalw wriFs 2 e»riLihHELl LileTeafb B)eV&HEBTLD g mIleTDTT.

“o_ewipliL eTeiTLIZI cpemeTenwWGWIT 2 L swe0CwT (prpeugirsGeur, uGSwrsCauT euHsd 7CHT
TemMLI UL LILGNETEHE CFiiflern GFwensvd @&mnls@L.”

(suemfl & 1@ uTHeflwsv,L.5)
@etallvssamsAeTilg ‘o iplil] T mSWTRT QSTAD Snwsmanih o GTeTL & @,
Fapsalluis) sTeTn BHTed 2 Ui GBS,

QTG GQuITmerTHTy euripdhensullest 9jigliLewL_. CFTiflev CFinuTeiiys) oargluidlsvensy.
sarZluiflesT@mev  sumipailvemev. Glurmsit 2 HUFGSGGHS OsTfler CseweuliLBEDG. GLTHsiT
2 _puggluilerrsd GluTmL sewerd FhewsliIL(HSSF FIDUTSSHOTID. FIDUTHSSTH CSTIHVTETTHEHS S
sarglwiib ClaT(HES (LpLgujid.

(epsailwed,s.198)
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Guaiib, GsTIflemevs GFilusDHE 2 L IewLiL|D, T 2 el G)STHWenuITSHem6.
67Glevrenfl6V,

‘weflss CremeusEpdsasrer GUTHLSemaruj, Cremeusewerujld 6ETHLILISDETESDHSBT6T.
Qurglieurs eagluib QUDHMIGEETaT(H ClFiug FSTeT ‘CSTIIL’ 6TETIH U TIWMISHEVTLD .

(repsailwesv,s.198)
sTar@neaverid GBI H AT

QeiuTpTE 2 PLIL  THTUSIT L BIGD  CBTIL  FIMDIGET  IEDATES UL
SNETVH6HTLHIL 6usVaYIBTHET LIVGsuM allgLorss suenasLliLi(hdHDe TnMIBlSTHETT. 6Tfle)Id LITenL g
sflpi  Qsiis  QsTLsAT  STET MTDPHS SapsTW  Kevs@E ahpmern  LlsTesmuorm)
UDEILGSS 1L B ESTmET.

1. suripailus) Glsriflevsesr

2. surenflasd 6lsriflsvsssir
surpeilwsd G\HTLflevseir:

wésefler Qi g CoHemeusemer Blewmeyd CFleusNHETE CmHESTaTariiLIHID 6ClHTLflsvssT
auTpallwe) C\5TLflevs6T eTaTlILIBSlSTDGI.

Qo plev,
1) =yeis Gsrylsd
2) Qnseys CsTiflsd
3) mlevepaTic CFTL6L (HTVBEL suETTLIL])
4) euremilag CFmiflsvassir
Guretmeweu GPILILIL SdoHemeu.

B)was sailr wHmID Lev CFTiflevser @) HLiLlaib QuTHaTTSTIS HTdHews GobL(hbgIeuSaVILD,
QuUITHLSHewenE FhewsILBHSHIMSVID (phalwll LUBIEG eusliliuemanrs Cun@GoIiill L surpeilwsv
QB TIfleLs6T Y ewAleSTNET. @aunHewmLl LPHBLOLD BevsSlwdbgHIL 6T CUT(HSSE Hrewr Ggb GlHefley
@um)Lb.

2 Yoy Czmifled (o_awrey 2 Hub)

wefls surpailh@ iglILenL WTsH Hewalgl 2 _aTe). phaui Fnbs LavTLlsnart Glum, &)HéHs
Geuewriquigl aumienouilstento. 2 eys CsTfls LFfemws Curss 2 Fajaugl WL (HLOeVVTLOED, BHTL Lg 65T
QFsvsuauensemsujd CL(HEs 2 FaySlaTngl. Hedlst 2 swreyliClLTHeflsiT ()6 wenLowlTenLOEH U
o ewiiifhgl UPhSUIPTHT  Heupeopls CUGSSTT.  PHETLSID 2 o565 TIHL  Hemeeind
Qarifleorseayid, 2 uilid QgTiflorseyid CurHmLILL L &). @)dsHEHlemernd ClbTevsTLiLilwi,

Geuemmresst LT HETdhE 2 (LPSHTEVT VG

@)svGlsverr ComflL Lmeusnas Bla&1psd

(@zmev.1581)

6T6dTd GHMILILNBSTD ).
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Guoayiid, 2 1p6y56l5TLHlev CFuwTos Coumiisv CsTflsVsemarsd GlFiLITHeaTU|D (3)56)S5TLl6L
STHBIGAUSTE 2 LpeYselsThley  ClFiiueuiaser, @)6ueysVsHGHle)  UTPLMTHEHSEG  HFFTewflll
GuUreTpeurHsiT  sTTLSHMOT  alloTdhGH  euendTwTLTHL  LUWPHSLOILD  @evsslwmiseaflsy  seTmTedT
Fmd@Gmeflsst eurullevrs, Llsitauormi eT(hSSHITHaSLILBSEI DS).

2 (PQUTT 2 _VSHHSTTEE Y 6uiljoo STHDTSHI
ST(LPEUTEDT 6TEVEVTLD QUITMISS

(&mer.1032)
G, 2 peys6lETIflensv CmOIsTeTeUTi 2 _Lpsui sTRTLILIL L TT. ‘2 _6wpdhHeL’ sTeiTLIgl @)ewL el rg)
wpwepid G puhAsnwd &MlE @0 GlFTaevT@. @)bwwnd uullis CsTLeis @ Coussr_LiL(HsHedlssT
3506 sTIflemev ‘2_1pay’ 6T65TMH QFTEVEVTEL LITENL & SLOPT euLpBIS6oTIT.
2_1pHIT(®H eurPeuT@r sumpeumiom GImsveVTLD
QB TpgIT(H LileTOFD Lisui
(@&meir.1033)
2 1pa506l5TLfleL ClFig euTpLIaITSEar LIMeNT 616THBISTLO6Y QUTLPLISTSHST. LLHMEUTSHET LINewT 616wTHISH]
QUTLPLIOITSHET 6TOTLISMST 2 60T HHID ailHTs GnaanTL Sl(HdbGHD6T FL 13F6lF&SINgl. B)SHembul
2 Yoyd CgTiflewads GnIbosTmS,
Loyl G\&TeL SHTEsTeU6iT LySITLD Glomihg ailgdw
UnBig @red @)Dig STE@GW vueeveeiirinensenn
(®mu5.214:1-2)
eTedTm LITL 6V auiflseafled allard@slng).

@uiurLedler  surullevrs, STeTeuT  WrmIGemET Gleullgd, HMOTHEWET [HdHd],  HeuHenm
eflwerplewrs wrppieli. bpwsSe gmaruiloar alwssg, YT S3T6EhsGHE Gnosefli
sroIg Lfleui. @eieury) LETeL S SIPTSST WHBILUSSIL ST Foiqu 2 oibCsTifled Lflhss
1l HoedevToed, B L 1B [H\F CFwsduGUMTTHeD B)BbS(HHSHETT TETLISDST Wi PlgH DI

Guogyiid, Li(meu wenipeww 6THlITCHTEHE allwerallsasliLl L Slewsarepwealll FiliuriiFs aileperuib
Flewerr  (pesreuric  allswerujld  eTTH  HHGHlewer, LileTeu(hld  HSBTHYTHMIL  LTL D  eufldHsr
6T()\5 16 T & 5l65T M 63T .

CsmiiwT PesTEYID &T6L euTiL FlenesrGus

9| (Haf] QYetTM ewLIBI STV B TmILD
@) mall Gareryler LIGsu

(oy%10.28:3-5)
Gogyiib,
Wpw5LI LaTid Cl&TeTD 2T a560 2 _Lpauit
afllewsd Gm sul 1y CUTEST®H CuTgier
QuUTCST STTOUBSHTOM. .. evrenrenrinne (&mupH.155:1-3)
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TN  GSMIBOSTME LT sVeulflsaflsdt cpsvid, o eauiser HHFTE @)HSGHLD BlVBIGWOT 2 (1pFl,
allensliLgn @ allengsenar WaIPFAUL ST HFlBTeweVUilsL T(HSGIF ClFeTm allewsdag, 2 Lpeayd GlsTLflsd
Yfbsesri eTadTLISHemaT mlwiwpigSlmg). GLosyib,

CuLDLITS GmeusiT FmIFlemesT LoMISE T6L
QBT IYBIOETLY HeUDT Lid @& LD
(&mub.82:4-5)
6T6dTM LITL 6V14 H6fl6dT eLpsVLD FHlewarLl LjeiTHBl60 allensddd jsuswr miETedlsD LIL ThgI, Lhbdldh STiidbenear
2 eIl T&h@D. Gugib, RBYD ollwssg soarulst sglisamearn QLDDI WA DPaGCSTE), SfeupHmplst
wHIeDD eflearyd ST STihsmenyn QuUHDI E)STUD SEPL LTSNS o LpeuisEpLD,
TSI 2_ewliNer allenerdFeumssr L GSwrs @) BHhosems @ULTL 60 LgleydClFuidng).

B)H6TLIG, LILPHSLOLPTHET 6T6UTNI HBISEHDL_W fle»eTFFeVHMaTL GlLI(hdhd CeusnT(RLd 6T6TMILD
IFsliLqursl LwerewLujb CursdlemeTujn M bSHHSH GUTHOMTTSTTISMSL  ClLIHE @ 6eusl6D
2 MigIwenTWITe: G)BHSTT sTeLIg @)seiauifls Cigeflaurs oplwuwySpng.

GumaseanT @)evsslwd FreTmisaflsst sufdlls LewTenL W SLOPTEH6T sTeuauTm S L OB 2 _peys
Qpmiflev ComelaressTL_svri sTedrLIg b Gosiid, LG TIflensv sTeueurmy Sl O (HdF ClFwevLI(H S eori
sTTID, 2 ewie| 2 Hugslulleners ClLBSGHD Cigefla)Lgib, WIBILUSSHILID, Bl[HeISHEGD
QY DMeYIL_6T GlFwedL’ (), euTLphGI6TaTesTi 6TeITLIGID B)HedTeuLfls GHeafleuTsls Lol iLBSSTDGI.
CBFays ClHriflL

LIGRTEML_HHTE) LDEHEH6T 0HSHOISTIHVSHET CLPSVID HBISETH 6UTLPOUTHTTSHHIh G CbeweuwTer
QUBHLTATGMGL  CLmHEHFS  CasrevrLeri. @Flv  laseyd  wWHSlwwrer  Gerrlwenowirs
WESSTIHVTHEE SHSLILBugG CBFaSOsTL @b, @5 surpallus) GHTLHeL  sTeTMID
D P&ESILBHSDS].

‘@& ofL_(hS Csriflevasefey wahEalwwrergl. LG CTIflevasEner eTml. afleusTwdsSn@
9 DSFI WESET BTETFHD ewwdh CSTLBISWGID HEWTHTL (1pHeV MBHEIGTIIIV” GClbFe s 6lsTLflsD
storm) Lfgasraflur senevdsserehduid allerssd eaflssngi.

&S FUpsSIDG 2 rallwar OS5 FSTPWDLWLTESS DL WTGD. olleVbIGsmanrt
Curesitp] 2 L ewev wPSSHGTW 2 L uilswar Hewilbgl WTRTSSIL T TPD LT pedD weifl5
suripdenssullest ADLILIWOLITEGLD. LISTENL GBIV D&HH6T HhIST HiewTenTDlailsr SMSHTL LiHSHS ulst
LEsApaT BIOTS HIHMI, oL wrs Opig omius QST mfwg W HD SOWTLD o
SBIGEHLIW  CoheweusGl Gurs Wggwrer 2 HusSL CuUTHLSHewer euewllspd  ClFUISETT.
DY ENBIUITEV H|6UT S EIHEM LWL 61 (HLOTET(LPLD sueriFF Blemevuilewer HewL_bHgl. @)STMILD, 2 Va5 Fhewd uilsy
UBSHFEH6HTY Soflwl b o ewr®h). @eueurmrerls LHSHF LT WS STV  (LPpHM6lsTeunt(h
2 6T 19 BB 2 HuGglujb CFinutiu’ L g|. @)SeweTll LD BTeTm).

LSS CeuedlF Mt LoesTEdTSHT

(ymid.299:1)  ererEIMG).
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@riureviguiled GDIGSLCLMID CFLFwTalg!, LT WSSTE) &HEH6T L(HEHS LLuilflener
GSlwrs ailswerFFiisgib, Sjsmer UTTLSDE Calsdlls GUTE, JeIgLmTE FHB (PILISID HeDL0bS
sTFweflliugrasah &L igsbsasrTl L iuBEngl. @)serLig, LheHHuileT LpEélgHiaud 2 ewTihd LD 6T
ST BB Sjarallsy 2 HLGH CFISFemest @)LILITL 6V (LpedTeweudsdmg). GLogyiid,

L®mSSIL QuenTiy 6T FMiS aflerTdss g
(ymip.326:5)

6TTLIZISD, LI(hHIIIGCILeRTIQT 6TadT) GHOILILG, WPMHT wdhsefl b LmsSlullenesrd GlETeanT(® mT6L
BTHCUT(HEHE eupmiSws Quwrrs ererentliLHSng. @suallgwrear BTOBRTHGHL 6lBTLledlemesrLi
LIGRTEDL W LD&G&H6T endbdH6lGTIIVTHALD, &l4enFsH0sTIleVTsa D CFiISeTi. (B)H60T cLpsULD Hjeuiserleor

au(meurwb CumA HmI. Crosyiib,

aflsvetn)] LIghFlullsit GleussTLoEmLY H6rpLd
(oy%10.133:6)

6165 LITL_6065T eumuilevrss BLOGI LISRTENL W L0&EB6T LI(hSHSILI LIehFemer 9 HenienL_w Glarl_enL_uiled mbg
UNsCshEs  allevsdllenerts vLweTtuBhSSleri ereiTug PWOLBSDGI. @)HeoTuly, UPBHSLOIPT
BBIGEHL_W CSTIV aueTiFAssTs Ghs 2 _mpliewLu|d, HBaUTihs SDeNLEHDETU|LD ITT S5
QsrentL_ari. Guogiin, @ULTLedd LA Hser QT el uld G ®mbs sTBEs alle’ eraib Hmal
vweTul L& 6Fg] 2 swrssliu@alarmg. @eunenm Cure@d Curg umebSlulledt FleLILIguITesT
o pusHuratsTar  Gaelswrar  Qsrfld o sHpen  LweTul Herares  GUILITL D
2 mIFFOFLIASTDGI.

CuopdenTL FTSTMIHET PeVLD LIPHSLIPTHST AMbS YL 2 HUSSH] SN6T Ol TadTLaiTHeTT S
Fosphoeri srerugl Ggefleurdngl. HEsTeL wWHBOLD LGSS YewL ulewers sSailr Geum wLev
QADLBEHID 15555160 B)(BHSET. e, HvIp HewL, ClsDsdlur GHTed YewL, HMID LIsy. FleumHalsd
LSS 5@ F% eueridfujb, eumwresrpd HlewL_dasl6uDDE @)sereurf] Gouilitildss LB SlsTng.
BlevepFrid G\Hrifled (STEVBEML uamiLiL)

Blevd Frihs CBTHlVSET LTI SHTVHSV  BewL LIGUDMeT. bhdlewentdGd o flw
FlewewtaFri CBTIHleVS6T 6TTMID B)eweu HeWIPSHHLILIL L 6T. YeunHMled GUILILTSS HTEVBEML eueTiLIL].
PV BIVSSHID coBTeug! BiTeuem(pid, Blevaismipd Gewnbg LsTEFI pleliL@gluiley, st 250,
wr@® QueTTLILengL Cu BB TLVTSHI O\ TeUTLq. (HHH6VT 1T . 9| IbBT 66D LgdHenearGul
CL(HEHOIFLMLTHS & (HBETT. (B)FHemevT,

6TV @)oogl RPETMI Fn Ml — GMILDL] B)eurt

LjeVedledT BT & @10, @GLLD &1L euid@GLb 6TLD

(%69.107:1-2)
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