sarehFwib - FiouGss3 H10)p yuiailsLp QB Ey, eISSN: 2456-5148
Kalanjiyam - International Journal of Tamil Studies (KIR]TS) aH{ 2 Vol. 4 Issue: 04 November 2025
An Internationally Peer-Reviewed, Open Access Quarterly Journal Pt https://doi.org/10.63300/Kirjts

The Emotional Resonance of the Foster Mother (Sevili) in

Classical Tamil Literature

Dr. R. Jagan
Assistant Professor Department of Languages — Tamil Division,
Karpagam Academy of Higher Education, Coimbatore - 641021.
Email: jagaravi88@gmail.com ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0008-0288-167X

Abstract:
The foster mother (Ceviliththai) occupies a unique and significant position within classical Tamil Sangam

Akam literature. Transcending the status of a mere servant, she is depicted as an integrated and essential member
of the family, responsible for nurturing the heroine (Thalaivi) from birth with profound love and unwavering duty.
As established by Tolkappiyam, her role is often doubly significant as the mother of the heroine’s companion
(Thozhi), thereby establishing deep, interconnected kinship bonds between the Thalaivi, the Thozhi, and the
biological mother (Nattray). This article centers on the emotional landscape of the Ceviliththai during a moment
of profound crisis: her discovery of the heroine’s elopement (Udanpokku). Drawing extensively upon rules
outlined in Tolkappiyam and poetic evidence from various Sangam anthologies, this study investigates the intense
psychological distress and emotional turbulence experienced by the Ceviliththai. The primary objective is to
meticulously examine the specific contexts and diverse forms—be they expressions of grief, deep maternal
devotion, or profound anxiety over the heroine's future—in which she articulates her inner turmoil. The analysis
illuminates the psychological dimensions, the particular settings that prompt her utterances (Ceviliththai Kuttu),
and the crucial social reflections inherent in the Ceviliththai’s duty-bound and emotionally powerful voice, firmly

establishing her role as the emotional and moral compass of the domestic space in Akam poetry.
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