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Abstract:
The fundamental link between humanity and the arts is explored, positing that artistic expression is a

primal, innate desire for communicating inner thought. As human societies developed, giving rise to distinct social
divisions and structured communal life, the arts evolved synergistically with these internal social environments.
This evolution transformed art from mere personal expression into a powerful societal mirror and medium.

This paper investigates the role of arts, particularly in the Sangam period of ancient Tamilakam, as a
crucial source for understanding the culture, political dynamics, economic structures, and daily life of the society.
The study specifically focuses on the biographies and social roles of Sangam-era artists, such as the Panan (male
minstrel) and the Virali (female minstrel/performer). Figures like the Mannan (King) and concepts such as
Naalmahikhirukkai (perhaps referring to a place of royal entertainment or assembly) are examined to establish
the artists' relationship with power structures and their function as the period's primary media and chroniclers. By
analyzing their lives as depicted in classical texts, the paper seeks to demonstrate how the arts served as an
essential, dynamic document of Sangam socio-political life.

Keywords: Artist, Panan, Virali, Mannan, Naalmahikhirukkai, Media.
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FBISHTEV HeMVEHT 66T ClLImHerTTHTrLl LilsiTevrewsflujid FeLpsLoF)LiLLD
peveraui GHm. HTeVL gL,
2 galliGuyTANwir, SL0lGSHIewM, LTEL T 6TeV.6T6T.6T6NV. @)TTE6VL drLdl HeweL mlailiwisv
sl (Hesresrr_ &), CHmwibdgmi-49.

916 &F & (HHSLD:

weflger Caureardlu Brer PsCe HmevsEhd Yausyist LIDLIGCLGSSeT. FGubenswiTsGea,
weflgeit HeT 2 siTargFlev CHTedimid  eTewTaNTBIGWT ClouaflliLiRds CouanrHElwsTn  6il(HLiLID
L& bseuestr s Geu HTERTLILIL L T63T. 9611 0611 GIT 63T 11 55 61 65T GeuefliirGL %66V 61TT 56 LD
2 HOuPDSBaT. Feps eurpaiwedlsit g litienLulley Fepsls Lfleysst Carearmlesr. FFepsddlsD
ISLILD GHYNISE THDUTN HMVSHEHLD LIMRTISHSHAT. 6UUTH| 2 (HOUTET HEDEVHET FCLPHSSH60T
usTUTL 1gemeru|id, rFwenevu|id, CUTHaTTSTISmSWD LIDEFwuHUTHSDeTU D allardGaisTs
S| WLOHSI6TETET. ) HEMIT FBISGHT6V H6W6Vhi Hafledr suripallwGsor® gy rmw whHuBHS M.
FpeyFelFThHH6i:

FHEWEVEH6VT, LIT6OT6IT, UMV, LOGIT6ITSIT, [BTCITLOB Y155 6DSB, 2911 51D
(P STEI DT

wefls Brafasssler eueridFfuilled Semeoulledt LBIG WHSHTOHTEH. HHMBIW  HEDVEM I
suemTILFBev HemeVEheiT (PSHeOlL_b GUMIAIMTET. SIS Hewsvuiledr LIswLPeHLOEM WD GILI(HEM LoD UIu|Lb,
2 6iTaTg| 2 6Tareurm| 2 el GgIh UL L &I0Tsh FBid (3)eVSHE W BISET HHPHISTMET. FBid HTEVHEH| LD
BHBIGETSH| UTLPHMBMUIS HWVCBIWIT(H @)eWTSS(HHHOTT 6TTLSDEH FBiSH @)VSHEWIBIGET FTedTm)
O GHLD. FBIHHTEV HEMEVEHTHET HBISHET T, HITHTL UTLPEHWBDHEHH CHeweuliLIBILD cLpeVIGILIT(HL SHemerLi
CUDISISHETELI LTIV BTy s CFSTYI HRISTS Sevegsineear CausfliLBdsleri. Ibs aendauilsy
BEDVEMEITU|LD, FHEHEVEHTHEATILLD, FeLpss S{eDLOLILTED &6meVEh i & @b ETar Lkl aTi b, HemevehTsaflsT
QUMIHLOEDWIU|LD, L|TOIVSNT BTlgF O6FSTDMO GWISFHID,  HMVEHMILD LOITOTENID, W6V (EHHILD
BTSN (HEHEDBIUILD, HEWeVEHTSH6T 2arl_gL0TahE ClFwsILIL L snwsnwu)b aiflairs allard@Hngi.
& 6MEVEHSIT 6TEHTLIEUEBT

2 _ewTi &S, HHLEHET, aulgauld, YW CPeTMID PeubleuT(h HMVSHGHLD F)STH W LLWITS

2 MILIYSHST, SHHSGl  6THIM  RPOTMILD  HWVHGLD,  HWVEHMSGHLD O GHULPSIWLTETSHT 55
QaretariiLBGEng.  “‘Gemev surpsamasuileaflarCGn Gsreart), 9shHE 2 meuwpd, 2 ullko, CeuswLb,
Cgeflayd, allersswd sHEH alGSDG. auTpsamswrsTWend & STSSH0 @eoLafll T LIV
AITERTRIS@HL6T @uiidlds Csrasol.  @)masdmg eretugl wLE B Oseflle). YyeiLauD
Iiuailliuaisener’ QUTMISSH FosHOTaTETECouT FrOTEHWLTATSTSECUT B)(HSHLTD. G

wr@sTH S 196D ewoWTLEID WTEST( oBIGD Cgeflajb @)svsvmgib @ibLilds &L_dseomib.
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9sh@ 2 uwlGrm, 2 KGeur, o aridACwr @)Twe) @) HEHMTL. YS5SMBW JHWILIUSSHD G,
2 _meupld, 2 uflb, CFeflayb, puBig eflliLg SmeWTGh. JILMSGSDEG Femeu JefsSs s
@m Smeowrs uflemblsss GFiiLeusT Henevehsit. 1 sterm Fmmdpri. @oewearCu  Hewev
CaTeTmIeusN&Hd HTTERILOTH 2 _6TaTeN6ULST HT6TE, 6T60dh OETETarTLILIBHSEIMS 6TTM (Lp.6UT ST TF6ST
GOILUGSDTT. emeu,

1. ‘seiTampiewTigFFenw GeuafluflB o el

2. U mewLw surpallsyd CFwedeid BLod@, 2 6Tar H|dbHenm

3. 2_GHTemLOU|6VSI6) 2 6iTem QY TeuPLd, NG RPL 145 HDHLIEHST WEVIHMTL LD LIS

2_giTem Q) reu(pi,

4. 60, CaT®H), susewtid, GlFTL WFHOwWauPBIDE@ P& euigeuld Fhgl HjeWLOLILIFED

2_6ITaT Q)&
@eupmist PHOlTaTHCL 2 ewidF, HHoHH, sTTMID 2 MILIYBTTS @VSSWSHBV HEMLOCUEDT.
CPSITMTEUG), SMLIHET 6THTEYID 2 MILILITS H|eDLOaUG]. BTOTHTIG], @)VESWSSINDG aulq6euLD 6TTEYILD
2 MILILTE Yemweugy” sTedTml GDILILIHE T
& 66V (EH 6T 63T HEITEHLD

HEMeVEhHETIeT  CFWOLTL 196wadT  6T(HSGIGIm D  ailswrer “sailegher GuUmID 9 CeuFwpib,
E®OVEH6T ST ST Fuyd , 2 wiflw o ewrieyb BlensvullesfleiTy suHeueT. HWEVEH6T STeT PG
CpirasasT_Fwrs) SHTamUmSOweLeTID STV, @)L b eTerenid  eurbUH@GsT alleuriors eauigailed
S|MLOEIDTET.; HT6HT HTeRTLMSEF FAPlgd Bl ell_mws) BerE Fraldg, Hms JHLiugGu 2 Hallsd
IMLLILIFID FHTeiT jeuesTg Cens 2 6TaTgl. 2 ITHIITET HMVEHST LnSCH5 CHTeTmiolensd
CaremauliL®dF |eHLOLILIIGT JV6VEHT. sR(HEMIOLILIL L LTSS 6T H6HT HTewTLIesT euigailsy 9jliigCw
IwLILGCH jeuaTdl CeusweOWTGLD. 2 6TTMI HeM6V 66T ST 6T(HSGHIHBTL_(HASIMGI.

‘BmEVEHTHT UDDBIS D UL T BUBSE(HLIGETET HEMEEHTHET  HeHVEHW G
pllullueuissT, Gueursll LwewTd ClFIIg) WeTaTamesTds &TewT auhauT. eumeniouiler Liliguilsd fda
2_swTaylb, 2 6w ujweTy! Hedlba CHTETMICUT. LOGTETET LBIPLITIFdS HMVSSMID ST Iy LoSpayl (Heur.
LFedletTD)] Lo6HTewTeT FHHBHMBSH Ol&ETarR  Blewmey OClumieui. G&ETLT eiTesTeny cueHFOIOTLWITIT.
CEBTHEEGLD LOGTRTENT |6vsTiq LILilemIPLILIT. LD6STEdT6T H(HLD 2 _swraileniid, 2 swL_uflgib 10da a&p;Ffluymm
HENCVEHTHET LOSTRTEWISHE IeMHEE 2 DaileTymil I TenTemeaTuile) LsTeTTsT SHiGeaur. @eubmred
sTeVld  QuTgleTy!  weTeTewerd FhSlBEG 2 fewwujb CUDHB(HHSTT."3 Tt HewsVEHTlsdT
BeTewLoen i Ggeafleym allerdhalds g mdpri.
HENEVEHSILD MISHLOU|LD

HMVEHTHNTS  HHBLULBLD I GHT, OuTmpT, uTewri, eaimed HACwTT @evdsdlws
Carmmsaln@ perCu surmiCmry) wrurs Carerrlw LrLsvseaflsy Ayl QuDHDBHHHeTT. ()euisssir
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soflssaflwrss GO bul L Teb Qurgs HeTewwCur®h STERTULRSDTIHET. 6wk WITeD
@euiserg Fepslt GluTmerTsTrL UlsiTarenfleww eweubgitt UTTilUusDE CUTHIUTETS FnmisCer
slewewryfFlsTmerr.  @Gueurs eurphsemwwmed UflGgl urTidgd Prmiissd Heudwid GeLeVrs
QREBTHTHE HHBVTID.  HWVEhTHT ClFsveu CFPILICLITH @)evevTed sumiewEWT®H  6uTLDHS 6T
6TTLISMHTET &TTeRTBISeWard &GDILILNHID HeumbHd & (HL_1q ewT6dT,

‘BmEpTHL(HE Hmev WL HGW CsTlevrs @) BHHSSHI. Curmensrs Cuenfl emeuggids 6l reTEnHLd
SHETWLD HEMEVEHTHNLLD B)svemev. FlewL GG GUT(Hewerd ST WL B BIST eil(HLOLLD, &HWBLPLD
Iouisafllib Gevewe. gemends small @Gusk@GCeuri, uvewd @usEGCauri wHerslw FHMOID
Iwearsmsu STC FHTHis Ceussrgw GUTHIOLMLCWITT FHMOVEHTHET. HMVEHIHET 6THIGLD
stauflpd @)rHssTHES GDIILVensv. @\SATT YjoUTHeT HHTLTETHCHTH CUTL (LPENSITHSH6M T & 6iT
TOTLIGI LeVerT@Ld."4 steitmy @mMILGE i, HEWEVEHTHET aumiewid  LOGSGWT®H  eurphHHesti
STETLIENS Fhid (@)6VdhH WIBIGST FTTM] LIS 65T M6T.

SHoud
LOGITTEN T HTENTLISM @, (LPSTEesT LITenTeir H6iT HFMHMGT(H LFAQwTH Hflbsemioewul,
‘GTOIreT a6, SHDUS B)Teuev
ClauaTCleusd jeisTERTH HTERTT 20mHEICS5" O
QUMIHLWITET  HOMEH®SW D, SHewwwmTer uflewwuyd 2 swLw  @reusv@er  Gleauuiledleyid
Corwevujwiw  Goupsewers sramin ey Qohs cpiewwew  Giure e euflser OS5
&TL_&eTmest. Gogih LITeTET H6T HFHMSEHTHID, uMIwLBWTHLD &) HHS C\Fiigleniw
“ pOGUAUYHS CeuTHIEIG BISTT LB S
AT EMEBDH HleNERTLOHET Q6T EHSTd: GHMMD IS
@Liswu Ceuemer wjliLiled Qeupbsens
wL_Geurir s prenfl’6
uAwmsL upBHSHID GHULD. LASHSTLSST GlSTHDMD Clwedbsd @)ewL 6D L WOTTETTST; (3)6W6uTLDS6IT.
& ulled auewerwis) B (HHSTET. Tl BHsHsT GLiewLuiled pewenshdHhs Cousnerd &enrenu
o IeOTos), Aeaubsmst LIni UTTssialiyeT Lniig B BasiLrisGr asarm wperarullsd ssame
SLEs1, s sfw Quiu &PDESILeT o awdnrer. LAuler gisTun Bis serarsSembs LMD
QUITFSTD DHMEVIHL W HewFHedTD ewflewwiujenL_w FAmsent wrewssw|id, Gl G pLd, sTiig)ib
SouesflL_1d GClFTEGMTLD 6TET M) LOSTRTEMSTLI LITTdd sumewoGuimT(® GlFsTmenioewut sT(hdhdh @ wibLSmmir.
LTeueVeny Brigd GlFelsvsy
FHMVEHTHET HBIHETH eumiswenwt CUTsHdh CBTeTeUSNBETHS LTeusVsnsd OlFeTmevTi. 2 essrest

o _ewraileiry)]l, 2 H55 YwLulleTy)] B)(BHHS HWMVEHT LTUVSHT BTIgF OlFSTHETT 6THTLINS Fhidk
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BvsSlwnISHeT ST (HHSTMST. LSS WIsmss CHlg Yemeu|id upenaisnwl Gure BTGLTIyHeTTS
HEVVEHITH6T YWV FTbGI L0 ATPEMES HNEH D05 SHI% C1HTETL 6. @)Femest

‘L CH@mb UPeneu CuTevVd

6006Vt HHDCLT®H STEVdlerTihgl il mHLo

Lj6VOI6VEIT WITSeME LI LjsV6yeumuILs Limesor [
LSS WIHSH CHlq eeVU|D, LIPEDOISET GLITE Y 1Pews Pellujeww sHPSEHT®H HTevTed Flflujib
Curedleupm 2 L gL 6T HHD SHevallewws GleumisSsis F»mid UTeTCsT, WGHSWTSH uDEDTL HTL 1q6D
S1e6lrer wewplt QuTlhsemsl Curearp sthigseafler aumenwiiud Fois uflu FHnEHCHTH ) TFemest
bTgF ClFsT@mmid, stedrmy @riumL 60 suflsefled GMlliuL LiLB$mgl. Cuaib Glauuilsvrsd GleubemouyHm
LTeVs6T Gaush HTilhHemHL CUTEVLI LITHSemdHd: Slfld @ GlsTigw ST 1460 GFBlwrs sL_bu wy Blpedlsd
sewertiurmll uflfev Glupd CFsTmesri, FmiLTenTeT &M LLLD 6TTLINS Ml

‘srewevepT WHMIS SFiTaELT eymILiLly

LTV BleiTn Liremey GlbHeuLflsF

HIET (PSHET LOITIY S euiBly vens@)”8

Qeauuiled GleuliLd gPlwgTed GloubswowiTar LUTVSNEeT Goed Glogleurds BL b OFSTHTEYILD
2 6TOTBI HTVHEWETSH FlPlGHISTNET. HoHHendbuw CoustflHBTEVID aUbHHHI. BHATT6V Fxiflwevfledr GleuliLih |
@sitemitd WGHwTH LTHVSSHTeOW  BlewewGlumm ,  UTY Blevssley BewrL  eufluileisier
sLburssler Car® CarhserTullhhs Blpsdlsy , FHAmurenter GOULUD  SBIFW SHeTeMIDEDUWI
2 _eWTTSHEHIB MG HeWeVEhTH6T LFSHITLGMSL CUITHEE G TeiTem bTCL Ty HaTTS SeweVBGI &b evri
6TOTLIGILD, |H60T HTTenTLONS ()L 1b el (h) GlFsvsv Gauairig s Blewsd eMHLIL L &I 6TTLIGILD, &6W6V(Eh T 6iT
uVGaum @ILTUTHHEHSE 2 6TMTSHOTT  6THTLZID, euikHeT OClFLYID LTWS OHTIGWSTS
®)BhSeLED WD FBI% (F)VHHIWILT LITL 6V&6IT FIT6TM) & (5607 M6UT.
HEMEVEH(HLD FeWEMTFTIT L0561 LD
HMVEhTHeT LIFewws Curdssls Camerer @)L b alll (h @)L b ClFaTn UTLEHEDSH YSTTHMDHH

Calgd CEBTERTL 6T, @)HM GG HewewT FIiThdb 0BT GILIHLDGIW6wT L bHedTT. HewevEhTHeile LiFlewwils
BuTdd) YeuiaEhdE 2 ey afllSHmenU FBl;% (B)V&HS WBIST GSIWTS 6T([BDSHSI5 HTL_(h 6D 6.
&DlepdS Slewewt Lo H6T Caul swLwTL & GlFeTn GlETenT(®H eumb ailvbidler @empiflanw of HEHTMILD
FOLHG 2 Ui, YLICLTH HmeVEhTHeT aTHBEHDHEG CIFITDHTL HSHMEHIUI 2 _WIEHE {6 (T EIHLD
@umpevrid. @Hewarts LSHUTL (B BHTVEHET GlLHUTHTS allard@alSTmeT. PV Blev LdhdbarTdslul
@evLwi i@ saisallsd An AniGyser sTaTUAUDDT. Gy osalar aruladd sU el wrer
srevsafley Y yuhGhlu Gowsst sy GBHsaT. IYuG OGS sT JuhoDS ST
O\ TeTLq. (5% 60T . GL1qulledT H1Il6H6T GHLIHLISETTHS FHL_bBH6UT. &HIg60 HBH6HET CLPHI; 160 & LHlH6TT 6L
wwHEBL  GunPlmhser. 2 L u@gGslulley i HHCHTL LBGMSHWTS QYL L HbTeusy &TLIGLTedT
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USSP (HHSTET. BTl suilpiserTed SlL_miiser UL LQUDD(HHSOT. eueneThs (Lpohpswl_w GlFbiom]
A O HEHL6T ClausiTarT (B)% e i@ B)BHSST. HYFAMI Gl sseens sHH 1psiTGarsdl eSS (hbH6T.
GuemeFaEnY 6 wrhseflsr sleyserrdi 61(h WGHSWTHES HTERTLGLHDEI. YSHMSHW 2erflev
(3)ewL_WITEH6T 6uTLpHH60TI .

“wigeumiis Casreusvir @geuuilh Caril

evfl(pBIglemer CBesrigesT FmyLITiLiLIesTeoT

usbdlener cprev LTGeTHL QumGeli™9
(LpsLEMEVBlL @)L _ds @&Vl GClLIewT @) (BT LeV(HLD STeweLUlley LINHOUSZET 6T(PHITN HTVSHD6V 6T(LDHS
Yelldb@Hrev Gumsimi spedlddlesTm Hulli s slemet sT(QSGHIH Wi SewL_sui. GewL s mrermer GursiTmy sulli
2 MBS BHEGID. YWD FDLbgI YIS BhH aibs Claeelaneru TS5 Sollurs weibg el [
Grenr i (Hib EEIGLAT LITemevTuilev sT(h5515 Ol&messt(h) LjsiTeflgemar)enL_w
SGUriTILTmaTdWS Smeould QaTeWTar ST 14eT 155 mass alhss QFoai. T
srermall starliu®Bd Amy sreewilenw SewuilbSHLiLTsT. susdswwmret cpmEled CumeTns Cahremer
2_ewL_weler. o Pl CBOILILED L W Fon HSHeWEVU|EDL_WAIET. B)SHemaU Y linser GrenT ellhmidh H6TdHhE,
Gousntigwr 2 _swreyll GILIT(HETHEMET UTHIS aU(HEUTST. HUNEMM HID SHleWETHEHL 63T, 2 _eTLIT6T. GHulli
FHWLb% CleuanrGlewruilsy @)hhgh UMM GpuisHw ailHmIll LIFDELITETENST eUTHIS LOTL L T6T. 6T(HEWLD,
[B6V6V LIdr HEITMIHET @)eUDenM eUThIGEUT6T. FLPdHend H|lqd@HLD B)eWL_WTH6T & lgemFuliled b BISHsT OlFedTm)
BBIFIQTTV 2 mIGH6eT HHMSCHTH mewr(hseafler Amuriiieners CursTn CFrhHewMLI LITEYIL 65T K BIH6iT
CQuniGaTiser erarn smEhmer UHNILLGSSID ailswrs CBEHLUTLE JmLbSIsTorTS).
HEMEVEHSIILD LDEITEITSY)] LD

HMVEHTHET HL0G QMDD CUTEHSS CEHTATUSDHTS LOTOTTHENET BTigdF OlFSTHETI.

Sjsueurm CFTHCLTH Sjeuisst 2 ewrGour(® Gaidg GumsTen GuTmepd uflars eafldseri.
Qsmar sHs GOSEUT LUTLose Hswrs ST GASTDaT. WweTaTEar GaubSTET STHTNID
SYPPSSNT. QuTBLID YT FdhGMuamear ‘Lparelswy Cabsr; statmih, GBBsL s ‘Hrever Gaibsr
staormid, Gai  eueVeeuGyT®H OGlFvspid ‘wrewesr Geupgesr stedrmud  LVCeumy  GLwTHeTEL
S| DPS ST, STHTEID GBS RHAUTITHES SBSLILGMDS JPlu Y SlsTDg. LACWTEH
CFsLgYID CUITHBEWeT LHGMT(H GlLITHBET YDMILILIHSS] HTHTeD CLI(HEUETHS TEIT 6TETENILD LDEIT6IT6M 63T
bTigd GFSTHTY, 2 _rent 2 awreyd, 2 (HdHs 2 ewL ujlb GHETHLILTET. 2 1bg UBTsT LiFlenuwill
Gurd@eursT eTedTml suplILIDSSI0US TS,

‘@ U wpbsBleT efl(HGL Grréslevr®

BeOud Quuwrrosd Ceussrg.” 10
2_BIGEWET eU(hSGIH T Gslwrer LAsgiaTUSS CUTSHGMSN G STV B 195ESTLO,; 2 L Geor
bTeT GFTVIHBTN @)L GSMHGHF ClFealrTs.cflp BIbysemer @uwdbGdlern @)emsFuller sensveuGevr|
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LSS LIswss CHigd GlFLsVID Limsneugser GUTeTm HTenID HflHTed ClLHeUaTSST6T Hhewy BB TdhdHldF
Qaer@meir. GUTGeumi eumHGeuri GBS wWTs @)HLILSTE TLCLTHID PEWF 2 DL WSHTS () (HHHSTDSHI,
SeugiewL_w LM S TesTLOED ST euTFeD 6Tt CILIT(HB6T DHMILILIHSHIUBTS WLOHGIGTETS].
HEN6VEH(HLD LOGITSUTEuTI6oT BTeiT Lol L) (hdsem 5 u|Lb
HEMEVEHTHET QUSTOTVHMOTS  HewT(h) Brer HP(Hobewsulley Lffed Glumjeur.  LiedTEDL

STSHB BaTLTST SeTEna(H LAPGAGILS Wy, SEEETD LAPEAGEGD HNaoaulGGuw
HemeVEhedT LIflFAsL Glupd ClFLIaITET. (F)HEWST LDLILITL VSHEHLD, QYDMILILIEHL BTEVSH6T 676 & (HbLI
Cumb LSHILUTL B BTVSHEBHLD OlleTdhGHISTMET. BT6T WS, @) HEHMS LSHEILTSH GV LIVHLD aub
STEIOTHI WHDODISSID Ly oTHPIHSGD JYewel. Q)SH5msW YaIF)TaIeVid:Gd: sereldgIl ClLmib
WEHIPFAPIUW FTHIn g UIG] 6TEOTLIENS,

“‘yemer aflenssrts QuTedlhs GlLTedlsT BmbH Gl iwisd
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