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Abstract:

Silappathikaram is the foremost among the five great epics of Tamil literature. Among its many
distinguished features, its stylistic excellence is perhaps the most prominent. For those who study
literature, the "style” (nadai) serves as the primary gateway to the heart of a work. Literary style is an
indispensable tool for conveying the authentic emotions of the human soul to others. In this epic, the
manner in which the poetic style is adapted to suit the diverse feelings and narratives of various
characters—ranging from ruling monarchs and artists to religious scholars and common citizens—is
truly remarkable and worthy of high praise.

Through Silappathikaram, the author Ilango Adigal has established various life principles such
as Dharma (Aram), domestic life, moral conduct, the consequences of past deeds (Oozhvinai), and
asceticism as essential ethics for living. Therefore, this research paper aims to analyze these life ethics
as presented in the epic.
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