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Abstract:

The Chola period (9th—13th centuries CE) is regarded as a golden age in Tamil history, marked by
remarkable achievements in politics, economy, religion, and the arts. During this era, temples functioned not
merely as centers of worship but also as institutional hubs for education, culture, and artistic production. Within
this vibrant cultural milieu, the devadasi tradition emerged as a crucial foundation for the development of dance
art. Known as Devaradiyars, devadasis were sacred female performers closely associated with temples and ritual
practices. This study examines the role of the devadasi tradition during the Chola period in fostering the systematic
growth of dance, music, abhinaya (expressive techniques), and rhythm. Adopting a historical and cultural
approach, the research draws upon primary sources such as temple inscriptions, sculptural representations, and
literary references from major Chola centers including the Brihadeeswara Temple at Thanjavur, the Nataraja
Temple at Chidambaram, and Gangaikonda Cholapuram. These sources reveal the extent of royal patronage
extended to devadasis, including land grants, remuneration, and elevated social status, which enabled the sustained
transmission of artistic knowledge. The study further explores how temple festivals and ritual performances served
as vital platforms for the dissemination of dance traditions within society. The preservation and transmission of
karanas, angaharas, and codified modes of abhinaya across generations underscore the continuity between the
devadasi tradition and the structural foundations of contemporary Bharatanatyam. Although the devadasi system
faced moral and social criticism in later periods due to changing political and social contexts, its artistic
contributions remain undeniable. By moving beyond reductive moral interpretations, this research re-evaluates
the devadasi tradition as a dynamic and indispensable force in the historical evolution of Tamil dance culture.
Keywords : Devadasi Tradition, Chola Period, Temple Dance, Bharatanatyam, Abhinaya, Karanas, Temple
Inscriptions, Royal Patronage, Cultural History, Performing Arts Heritage.
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Camipir Hm6v CHouBHTH OTLID YL DEHEW6V MaTTdFF ujLd
HVTHS 163w b upedlwesr CQuwifrsTeay,
ACreigL allfleyswrwmeari (HL 6T BTL&HgImM), Feumid alleVresThd WS WM &MHen 6T

BIMIUSELD, SPd G LI LIVEHMVSSBLPSHLD, F)VBIENS

gplreyF &maas (Abstract)

Gamipi smevid (#.10. 9-13 promresr®) sl sureoTHaflev rdwev, QUTHeTTSTILD, FLowLd
LOHMID HeWeL YL FIWMEH6TlD 2 _FFBleWeV WL b HTOVTHS HHBLILIBSIDGI. B)HHTVHL L _5F60
G rufledassT auflLITL (B e»LOWIEIFETTS LI (BT, Samey, Sl HMID LISHTLITL (B §lmieIs kiseaTTae D
QFweoL’ LT, @hHh HMVF GGedley, CHeusTd Iy YL NHeWeV UTTFHSHTRT |195SHEMLDTS
wWHssl. Creaugrdlassr “Caeurgurisst eer  ewdsliulH, CarullsvsepLer  Cmrig
OsTL T LW Leillg Sewevlt LewflwTeriserTsd GFwsoul L eri. @susuriley, CFrypi srev Chousrs
LOTL| 6T6UEUTM) YL 6V, e, HUlBWILD, HTeralluis) CGUTTD H6»6Vdh InMI%HEMET @ (LBIGEDLOHS (Lpew M uilsd
QT 5065 HSSHH 6TTLINS euFeOTHMwsL HMID LiswTUTL (B ChTdhElL QY rmiisngl. SepFrayi Gluflu
Gamruilsy, Agburd pLyTei Casrulle, smiews CareanrL. CFrpyrid Cumssim wpdhdlw Csmullsvseflsy
STenTlIL@D  H606leul HHer, FAHubissT WHMID FVsSWE FTeTHIS6T (RsusuTiialeT (LpHeTenLD
YBHTIBISNTHL LWSTURSSLILBSSTDET. (ReuauTHTrmIseT, CHeusTdHEhdEH UPBISLILL L. T F
YBHTEs BlVLILIBIGS6T, 20rgluid Hmid Fepss wiflwrens Yyslwaipsnm CleusfliL®Bsg1SsTmerr. Gosyib,
Capousrd) wry Camuilsd eilprésser wPHmib aufluTl B Blses6T CLPeUD YL HBHENEVEHI FOLPdHdhd]sD
urditiw ellgsSemsu b @) sueuriiey allerdGA M. &IedThIE6T, OBISOD TTBISST LMD LB LPeHMHIB6IT
SV PN CHTMID LITHISTESLIUL R uflrpmiiul L enw, @)sTewmul LUTFSBTL g WSHSl6T aulgeusnLoLiLiley
BT BHTHHHMS 2 MISIILBHSH SIS STOLCUTEHD Feps WHMID HIFwsd LOTMHMHISGETT6D
Capousrd wry elwiFaTSSINGHTOTTRTTYID, YFT SV UBIGSINL] MIGS (PIGUTSSTSLD.
@)susuriiey, Cheusrd wrewL Fepds Friflalleit BTGt L Gglev L (LD LITTEHBTLO6, SLOLD DL _MHHen6eV

sugeurmMlest 2 uili iy R Quidbswrs wnHnf®h CFuisng).

Hmeyd CFrmaer - Cseusrd wry, Campi sTevd, Casruilsd QL NEHewe, LTSHTL 1gwiDd, LB,

ST NI IS, CHTuUiled HeLCUL (DT, HTF YHTe, LedTUTL(H 6uTeVTm|, BlHLp6Yyd H6W6L LOTL]

(ST NI T

S0 Bra&flasder uswTurl (h) suredrHMley L NHEHEW6V (1 L|STIHLOTET HeW6eVaIlgaUldTH ClGTL Thd]
QUETTHg 6ubGIeTengl. Fhis @edbdlwmiserlsy CsTLmiEw 9L 0 @GMliyseT, UhaTeusslsy Fowib,
auflur(®), Feps ewwliy YSweuHCmr®H @)ewewthgl eueridd] GUHMeT. GMILILITS, LIVsVeuT LoHM)LD
Garpi sTevmiseflsy Gamullvsst Gleumid suflurl B @)Lmiserrs L (HwsTH], Hewev, Hevall,
CuUTmOTTHTID LHMID Fepshd GFweoLITHSaMT ewWBISTTS GlFWVLIL L 6¥T. @)5HHMEH W F5Lpsdlev,

GFTIpi HTeVLD LD HEWEV 6UTVTHMIV 6(h 2 _FFHHL L eueTTdFFldb STVTHDS & (HHLILI(HS M.
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GFrp LETRTTHET HMVBEHEF Y MHS YTF YUSTQ|, YL DBV aUaTTFF UL YLTRT STEHSHSMS
agpu®BsSslwgl. GCasrullsvseflsy BewLGumD SlerFfl Lewemser, FSlHallprsser, o MHFaumiser

SlweuHMleL QYL 6V P (PHF Y BISHLOTH HeWLHBHSI. @)euauflurl (h) L 0HeWOT BlaLpSSHI0SNDEBTSH
2 heurdasliul L Blnieust euigeuGw Cheusrd wrur@. “GCHeuriquTiser 6Ter SewLpdBLLIL L

Bapeusms T s6r, B)ewmaugyis@Hd CFemar G\Fiiu)b Lefld HemeVEhTHOTTSS & (HBLILIL LTI . DeUTH6T L 6D,
@)ewa, 9LiBwD, HTeTd Y& Hewevsaflsy pewmwimest LulpHF GlunHPHHHerT. CFrpT HTev CHeuspTH
LOTL]; QL DBDVDW RPEIBDIOHS HHD (PO, WIL| FTihg LTDUSTL LflTHOD WwHDID e
ASTOL 6T aUaTTH605HS5H. H6V6lauL_HoH6T, Camuilsy AmumbissT, @eVdbdHwF FreTMIHET )d5wieHeu
@)bs wrilet Sewevd FApliswLwd Fepsls UBIDSWLD CFefleurs THSSHWTHSBTD6T. @) HLILenb,
Ulh&mev Feps rHmmbIsET wHmih sTevssiiut U Fé srev FiglhssniHeafler &TrenTors, Cheusrd L

SaunTsL YflbgOaTerariiul (B, BT Hewevlt LBIgsaflliL we»mohBLILIL L ).

B)bs ey, CFripi TV CHeusrd WTewL @ Fepss FTLfley HEMLILITES VTG, LD L MHEHEH6V
sustigAuler oq 1L g gremrs wHwATEH Qi wwHAwrs syewbEeTarg). aureTHmsie
whmid  ussTUTL () CHT&ESls @F)hg WLIedL QUITUISET cpsUld, @lSTeppuw  LTSHTL g w6
Cauirssmaruyib ger OsrL_idfepwuip LifhgQsTsrer pigdng).

g uiaflsr GBT&ssLD

1. Garpi srev Cxheugsrd wrillsst GaTHMID LHMILD sueTidFFeww aflerd @s5ev.
CapeusTd I QYL_NHEBeMeV aUeTTFFdh @ aupBIS W LIBIGTlLILGemer Q) TTiigeV.
Caruilsy, G rflwsd HMID Feps eI BHEhL 6T CheusTd wrLiledr GlsTL_TewL LigLliLmiiey
OFIZ6V.
Gapeugsrd b @)eTewmiw LFSBTL 1gul eulgeauipld @)ewL_ullevrest G\sTLTdfeww BlmieysHev.
Capeusrd] wry @MHS BTl UTTeusmETWD UFeVTHN 2 adTenlosemerd Uil (b
ST TU156V.

L UIa6T (Lpdsh) u1d g1 e 1D

e @)b5 YU1ey SO L MHBeweL ureVTHMleL CHeusrd) rLiledT wewmdbsLILL L LkIGeTILSemer
Gleuef] & 6% TewT (HA M.

s Fepsh QITFITSEHT STIENTOTS WMMBSLILL L BeVeVg Heumrsll Lflhgesrererii’ L
Capeugsrd] wrewu sureorHmlwied g litent_ullsy Wearriiey GlFiifng).

e LigsBTL1gwid GureiTn Hafer Hewev sulgeuBigeafler Ceursewer LflhgICETeTeT 2 FH6yH M.

* HWM6V, FOPSHLD, LOHLD, HTFwed Y Flweummlesr LiFevLr CGTL TewL aflerd@GHH .

@evaEHw 16 armiiey

K.A. Nilakanta Sastri (1955) Geripi srev Blieurs ewwliysener aiards@CuUrgl, Casmruilsvser %emev

BMQSTBIGeTTS CFwsLL L ewg GOILB S nTi.
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Amrit Srinivasan (1985) Ggeusrd wrewu Feps-ueTurl B CHTewTSSle0 Yrmilbgl, H Hew6V
QUETTFFSHHTT YEWLLILITSE (3)(HHHeWD uedlu|miSHSIH M.

Kapila Vatsyayan (1977) @ pslw 941_hHasewev suaridFullst Comrullsy Apumsiseaflsr LBiens allerd @G pmi.

Padma Subrahmanyam (2003) sgewrmigst wpmid prigqw wrllesr surormmid Gsriidflenw

BlmieySmir.
a1 ysFFener

Capeugmsrd wry, STVLICUTESEE Feps Friflaurs i HGL LTTSSLILL L STV, HH6T HeweVLl LikiseflliL)

WpewmwTs waliuTiie) QFinulitL_eflsvensy. sTerGeu,

¢ Cpougrd L 2 erenullsd QL NEBeW6eL euaTiFAulled 6TeTe LikIEF, aussldhsHal?

¢ GFTPT HTV YTF YSHTey 6TeueuTm (3)hd LOIEHL BMIeusELOTS TH M wig?

sTaTLICSH @)hs Sy liallest ewLowils LIl aFemevrwim@Lb.

U169 PsoD)

e UreUTHMIWIE) Dy liey LPe»M
¢ 600U B, ADLLD, @)eVHE WD CUTETD (LPHEITEVLD G T MBI 6T
o paTerr oy liiaumeriaseafleir Brevser CLTeHTM @) TeRTLTLD BleW6V QYT hIS% 6T
e LT HMID allerdsls LGLUTIIe] (Lpewm
Crmpii &mev CHougkrd) L

Carpi ' s sTevgHlev (H.u. 91390 mromresrhser) Casrullsvser euflur’ B seromrs
WL (HLOEVEVTLOEY, &HeweV, &Heveall, ([@)ewsF, (L TD YSlweuHMledT EDLWBIGETTSYLD 6GlFWweOLIL L 6vT.
®)&CasrullsvsEnL6T @ewenthal GFweoLl L GluaTsGar CHeusTHHer 6T  SjewLpdaLILIL L 6vTiT.
‘Capougrd’ etetim CFTeve)ds@ CHousmidb@Gd STAWTE TGS L euer eT6sTLg] GlLIT(HET.
Capougrdser Cxmrulledlsy et wHMID HHalprd SHTevBISHaN BewL QUMD BLeTd (FHiT), @ews,
Ulbwid CureTy Hewevd Cremeusemer ynMleri. (euisefledr BLTD &0 alBlHEHSESGHD, HFau
ABHThBH SBSHIHEHSGD TPHU YDWhHSHHSSH. CHruild H06leu’ HH6r, GOIILTS SHehFTeLi
QuAWGsrulev, Asburd Ly Garulld soCa HasT, Gsausrdsailsr GUuiTssT, samadbams,

pargluiid, Blevd6lETenL_ser CGUTeiTm aileurhisenear euLpBI@d] 6T mevT.

Carpi HTVHFL CHousbTHser 2 Wi HeWVEHTHETTHOLD, Fepsds LD  GlLumMeuTseaTTsHeyLd
H(HSLILIL LTI, Yeuismser Hevaiwmley GlLMmeuTssT, FBISSHID, HTeTD, @)VdbaNWILD, FLOVE! (HSHLD, HLOILD
9}, weum njlev Capirddl CuUDH M (HBHH6TIT. Flev Cxpeugs THseir HallEhTHeTTHa LD
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@ ewFwenwliureriserTsa)b ailemmigleri. @wriler eufluirs 2 (HeuTer FHi BL 6D LiledTevrTertlsy
MIFTeOWEHESILL R UTSBTLI1qWID 6Ted auemidd] GlumMEH. HTOLICUTESEID Fepss LOTHMBISOTTEILD
STVl LITTeneuseTTaId ()b L] afpsFdl HewL_bsTepib, CFrpi HTev CHeusTd Iy S Hewev
QUTVTHMI6V (LPdHASIUILDTET 63 (1 LISTLITL (h) SeWL_WTETLOTS FHHLPSIDS).

ATF R BT

HepFrayi Gluflu Cosmullsy Hv6leuL HsHe6T, CHousTHSEHS G UPBISLILIL L BlevmigsT, 20mgluid, af (HasT
GMIS5 Cgeflaursd gn misleTment.

LM Hewev auarisFulley Choumsrd) wrllear LuniE

SlpssE Hemev wrLilsy gL masewey (Dance Art) m 2 wflu yerifspd  Swsid Blewmbs
QeusfliiLTLTa suemibhassH@H CHeusTd Iy S LPSSWILLTET HIq&HHeTOTES alleThIGHIMSI. GDILILTS
CaryiT HTVSFL @)HB LOTL), L_NHHeneVemi Chmuilsd euflml (L6 (3)ewenTSHEI, 6@ (LYBIGEMLOHS FH6W6V

QUG QULDTS 2 (HEUTHSH WG],
Camullsv swiowr YL MHM6V euaTi g &)

Capougrdlser Casruilsvaseaflsy G)ewmeusnIsbsTer BHlbdw CFemauwirs HLTLD HYDHOITT. B)HOTTL L 60
@ CQUTWSHICUTESETS VLTI, Y6TLEH YeILieudTHeD uPLTL (R (PEHMIWITHYLD eUeTTFS
CQuUDDEHI. Yo alBlser, FHalproHser, 2 DFabBIGT YSlweney YL HEHewevuilsdt &L L eniolienLs
2 (HeUTHEl6oT.

FHT BLOTHEST 611g6ueDLOLIL]

Capeugrd] wrulet sufwurs o (Heuresr FIi BLTD SHTedr @edTm UTSHTL IgwwTs HOlwlitiBid
YL NEBeWVUNST g lILIeDL_. L&, HTeTBIS6T, YLNBWID, LTeuD, FewLD Y&l TnmBHeiT

CapeumsTHlsearTsy Hemsvpenm CHTMID LITSHISHTHSLLL(H LITDLISDTWTS U6t dh6l%[H\dd LI L 6.
UBwd Hewevuilesr GrotbLim(h)

Copeusrdlser LrTentd Hendser, CHeuryll USSBISET, BTWETOTT 6UTFVTMIHET HaslweunHenm
S UlBwgSletr cpevid CeuafllidSlesti. @) FHerTeL surdEwmids HUBWID, FTdhsHals 9 Lilbwd CureTn
SUIBWE FnmIH6T DY LPLOTSH suaTidFd ClLHmenT.

@) ewF—BL_OT 59 (HmI% 6w 6WT LIL]

YL NEBeweV @ewaujLer UlfdEs Wrypwrs QRaTmTs Sewwhdsgl. CHeusTdHser HL (HeueTi, LITL &6,
UTGSWGHTTTHT YFCWTHL ST @)ewenThgl OClFWsOLIL L HT6D HTOTLD—FTHL—HL WTLD dlUIeHel

R (HBISEMEWT 5 H HEWEV 6M1G 6ULDTS LDEV T [hh6vT.
CILIGHT HEW6V(EHTHATIST HEW6VI BH6W6V(LPEH M
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Capeumrd L) CUEDT HMVEHTHEHSE OCSTHVIPHD DL ITTSMSU|LD, HEWEVEHT 6TOTD FeLPSh

BleweV 1T ewL_W1D eupBISUIG]. HeweV M6y SHTIICLPSVLD LD% E1hds @ LITIDL»TWTS Lflrmiiul’ L gi.
ursBTL 1w S eT Bafer sueridd

2090 mEHDTERTIGL CHeumsTd rLlledt Hewed bFBIGET WMIFTeDLESLILL (D, Feps GenL derled

TMMIGCIBTeTOTOILIL (B LUTSHBHTL 19 UWILD 6TTD HleTTHEHE HLSTLOTSH aueTidFd GlLnHm).
Camrulle AHUBISHEHLD YL DHEDV FTTMIHENHLD

Asburd, HEhFTaYT, Hhiens GaTeawrL CFrpyrid Casruillsvsaflsy srewrliL®BD BT 1gw FADUBISET,

Capeugmrd wriiler Hsewsvd Amliswu FrestTm LS55 65T MeuT.
Capeumsrd) Ly G)sTewmur LIFSBTL 1guIIpLd

@)sredmuw LTSHIL IqWEE0D STaIL@ID SErAL), aufaTd, Lsh GUTeTn el SEsT, CoasTd
wriiler QsrLiddAGuw @, GCseugsrd wry sHulips Casmulley LeTUTL (HL6T (JewewThs (H
QB THTEMOWITERT HemeL LIUTGHLD. Carullevseflsy @)ewmeusnidarer euflur’ (h) GCFeweuwiTd BHL 6TLD,
Qews, guUlpwid yHlweunHewm YHPlw ClLeasTHeT CHUSTHHET 6TOT HEWPHHLILIL L QTT. Hy6uTdH6iT
UTSHIBTEHS UeTTeHS FT BLTD, Hbd llFE6T, LTTenrds Hendbser, LTau—Jen i LliLenL uilevmrest

UIBWID FweunHmiL et e CFeDLOWITEST YL HHeDOWTSH 2 (HoleU B GBI

Qb3 Caeusrdl wriilst semsv banisGear 2094 HTHDTETIL Feps FTHHdHSBISETT cLpsOLD
wnIFTrewwEsiul () ursbriigub eTerm ELwfls) GenL & HemeV allgedTs 2 (HeUTATSHI. L YSH6T,
& TewTHIG6T, LNBWILD, BL (HeuTmisid, @ews ewwiiy Curstneneu CHeusrdl wrNedmbCs ChHrigwrs
aubgHemeu. @)eTemmuwt LTFSHTL g wid CHrulled sTeVeMeVHMaTd HTewTly HeVall BlMIeuaThISST, GLOEHL 6T,
2 Vs GIkIGHT euswr lflbS(HHSTYID, BT gliLenl YeTlE 2 ewTiey, LpBliwisd
s Lewwlih Cheusrd wriilsr CamLraflwrsGear ailerhi@amg).

H(HSHLWMH, CHeausTH L LUFsHTLIqwssler Ceurrseyh, UTSHTL IgWD bHS WILleT HaTer, Feps
SBIESTTLD CUHM UG eULTHEYLD FlELPSIMFI.

Wpryeyy

Qs e, Garipi Hrev Cpaugrd] wry Sl YL HHOL aTOTHPID LW LUBIG MRS5S
sTeTLInS Ogafleurs Bmieydmgl. Camullewsy swWILTESS CBTETL Q)b IL), QL 6V, B)ewsF, SLBuIb
WHMID STeTailis) YFW HWeVH InMIBMET §(HBISIHMTHG!, §2(hH (LP(LHEHLOWITET HeW6V eWLOLILITS
e 505HSHH. CFTY L6TRTTHaTST HTsF YBHr6y, CHusTHBHEHDHE ULPBIGLILIL L BleOLILIBIEE6T,
sargluitd MHMID Fepsks wlwTens HHlwene, L NEeweL GIGTL FFFWTS QUOTIUSNBTET 2 M) WwiTest

|G HBHETLOTS 6D LD H6uT.
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H600lauL_(HFH6IT LHMID AHL YSTTBISGET, CHousHTHBHT Cloumib GILITIPSICLITS @ HMEVEHTHST VLTSI,
aufluml () (pewMUiledT HYBISLOTHS &HBLILL L L|e3{H SemeVLl LIGNTIUITaTT &6l 616 LIsNSHI & TL_(H5l65T M6dT.
Garuilsy allprdser wOHMID  euplUTL B BlEHLPeSH6T  CLPsVLD, YL DHMV  FepHGHlenT  LIsVEaIm)
(D& H%B EH GLD LITalliig]. &TeuThIS6T, Y BISADTTBISHST LHMILD HLIBUW LPewDSH6T FHemev(LpewmBHTmID
UTSHISTSESUIUL (), @)eTewDil LUTFSBTL g allgeusniolitled Blenevss mriugl, CoausTd wriiler semsvs

QaTLiFflenw o BB SHH DB

Unasrevgdlsv Feps whpmid Hrfwed wrhmmisefsr ailemereurs Cseugsrd wrL eilwiFeTdssn e
DG o GTETTETTEID, ST Sl LksailieL NS (pIqTE. WIDTE, @)ks WL
@) @ueatlev, S0P BT 1qws Same G)STmDiL Al aISMmS L b HES MTILILNDmED TeTLIMS
@eusumiie)  eusdlumis5FmG. GCoeusrd wrewu  upssallu) Vg Feps  alliFerds
SaETGaTTI LS50 I G TGS, BHT UTLTHD 2 T Hmed AprieLii

L& SHeTILILIG D& dF FLOLDTEUTSH T @ LD.

Wreurs, Carpi Hrev Cheusrd wry SP YL Heewev eueridgfuilet o ullidhgigliLreT @udbswTs
QBHSS STHTUDSHUD, g F)STODW  UTSBTLIQUSIIST  QLILDL RSTTOTSS CBTL i bg)
plewsgl  eiGeIsTHe|D  Gesurie) poe@pg. @uwpiwglinfh, sllp s aroTHaD
Fwplenevwiret, Bluwrwiwrer urieneuullsd LflbgOsTsrar 2 sajuGsT(h, 6THTHTELV By li16) 5 E1h %S T6OT

QUSIUTET |14 HHETHMS LD (EHLDEHH M.
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