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Abstract:. Tolkappiyam, regarded as the foundational text of the Tamil grammatical tradition, stands as a primary
source that reflects the scientific, cultural, and philosophical thought of the Sangam-age Tamils. The Porulatikaram
of the Tolkappiyam offers a nuanced classification of living beings by focusing on their nature, functions, and levels

of cognition. This study examines how the classifications of living beings identified by Tolk&ppiyar are reflected in
various forms within Sangam literature.

Tolkappiyar classifies living beings according to levels of knowledge, ranging from one-sense to six-sense
organisms. Plants, reptiles, birds, animals, and human beings are indicated as functioning in accordance with these
cognitive levels. Such classifications of life are closely integrated with human life in Sangam literature through
descriptions of nature, as well as in akam (interior) and puram (exterior) poems.

In Sangam works such as Akananuru, Kuruntokai, and Puranandru, the activities of living beings are often
explained through comparisons with human emotions. This reveals that the classifications of living beings
proposed by Tolkappiyar are not merely grammatical constructs, but also form the foundation of the socio-cultural
and philosophical thought of Sangam society.

This study explores how these classifications of living beings are represented in Sangam literature and how,

through them, the Tamils’ understanding of nature, biology, and philosophy evolved. Through this analysis, the

significance of Tolkappiyam’s biological thought within the Sangam literary tradition is re-evaluated..
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Three Sense organisms, Four Sense organisms, Five Sense organisms, Six Sense organisms,,
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Bewevaild@ eTHUDLD Sevflewioeniiufb, Heweveussilerr Lilfleursd HeuaTdHl HISTLSMSU|LD BHDeHEWTLI LITL 6V
afleufsEmg)

QLI(HBI SL_6V (PLPHIG HTEIT6V LOGVT

B s psib GleL G wedly

ouaT @\&HLp CBUIFZE) Fn LDLI LJ6IT 2 L 65T

&L Lpd Clurgbuis s d Gar
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QF6L HL_T LOPBISHF Fleubdh| eUThIE, LOGIITLG VLD
%60 GFiL) pewTenill UL 9ewL_L) HHBIS
LeubRUIT(H) 6ubS L|edTHEIIT LOTED6V
OIS 2_edTedTT I &1PlUfledT LIV BT6iT
uTLplevesT eumLh Gl 6T65TH 68T
Ulewf] UIWIsToHds g misui
uy! Ulgrasv uewtywri Ser@m (KHm).117)
Ljer @)eorid &L bewur 2 L et CxFiry 2 eirarmi (B5H).382:4)
QBTIWSHBHV 2 _WTHF LINSHGLD H(HLd ClsTIgenw 2_e»L_tweusiT LHMID Gleupmlenut ailHibLLb
Bwored stirdng ppTepTm) (19).
Ljeir G)esrid @Gblaptd Lyasp Frev aflewear suwisd (Umin15:4)
aflewsr 2_wii yar Qamy allmev GaniGuwrsyid (4ynip56:6)
QFsvey perTCeu %60 GlamsmsiT Ljsit G)eorid (Lmip199:3)
Qumprgy Quuimb Lysir Gerp Cumrev Blesr (Lmid209:10)
6. 9LwMlejuili

LRTHTY LGSSDUD Fmeir GsTewTL weflgisear sTeveOTd Ymplaileri sTerd 6l%mevs Tl
GOILUGEDTT. woaer sTeirm CFTeL GMUBESTeW(1), ufuTL6V(2), $6056sTems(3), ymBTETMI(3)
QS @evsE W nBISaflsL ouHews F(HSSTDGI.

QB TVSTLILNIWSFD oG SH6T 6T6TD ClFTVEMEV: B TEwT (LY FBTMH).

LOGEEIT IO WI DN 56w 65T U] LD

&L 1g ppouil QuuiGasrarts Qupryyi (QgTev. 9 5%10.54)

L0336

Q(H HTVSBV BHAIPT, Indgl 6T LEHBET gl L LOTHE)(HHs 20ri, @ICLITg supl AwrGevr
IVevg  HMUID  sTrewThiGeTTEGVT  WwEHET  2aewyd  &HTedl  CFugall (B CeumlFGamig Ly
GumieillL_gjsteirdmg GmIBOSTeNSHLT LITL 6V.

waaser Curdlw gjewilulled 9 ® wermlsv (Gmipb.41:4)

SHhHlullesr FAmmpio eflSHullesr LodsasEnp LD

T §)6v erevrohd LHGerm(H SLflsvmid (uflumr._.3:6,7)

Qeussrufleir wahsEmsiT Hewwew T uwmuw (uflur,.5:5)

F1pau(pLd H601501HTems euflwTesTg, H(HHTTEIPL T6U16T CLpdhd LOBHEUTTEOT &Il GWITSH6EvTedT, LIT6UwTL 6T dhemends
SLUL SHSHTLOTSH 9Tdh @ wrefllewsuilsd Sulll B fléss wphul L sridepw ailerds@GSmai.
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WPHHBHAUGT L&HHEHAT (pHlwieuet Ljewriiilermev (5605.25:2)

Cumr £Hemz wahEH6T WPHICw B Ty G)osfl OHTdhss (5605.94:22)

L auGy BV Qi a6 GBEHeneT (5605.102:30)
UDBTEYTMI, 2 VBSHH0 LTHSHIBIL_dHEGLD s EHHEISVVTD HDPlallsy wreFmm HbsenTaTTdw &Lilevsst
2 6iTevflL_Lb GlLIm(HeTGeustvTiy eu(HASTD LjsVeuid @ @)evfl @)L LHleVeVTLO6D 2 6iTeIewL W LHLp LIThH BlhHaLl
umgelll’ L et sTesrds GMILLIHE M.

Blev 1hlewa LThe WasL @ ersvsvmd (4mid.126:10)

wwsHGM wahsemer @)evCsvmida (4ymib.188:6)

T 61657 ewarallGuwir® wésend Blrlert (ymip.191:3)
Qasr@Lliyeny

QUG LIdd 6TeVeMeVS (hF], Fhigs @evdElwBiseaflsy LgleuTdlujsiter AnFlev LT svBewer L HSL
Qrg vge CFuwliu@ang. grple wsd Hpmplea) o uilflartiseflsT amamsuilmar o HEWTss
Qevsdlwniseaflsy LBleurdusrareunenm, HbHBHS B)VESWSST ClLIWITHEHL T HewL LI &mdhE6T
QUMM (LPewMH6flerT sTawTentldhend 6% THESSLILL (HeTeTg).

FB1s  Qevsslwmiseafley OasrevsTillwi @GPUbGh @rple; wsed Ymole eusmruilevmer
o _wiflermiseflsir eumens pewmEemer CopoHenTL reysefler aufluirss Gsafleursd &rewtiiLBSsTneT.
epeTm 9 Mley 2 _ullymest wpreflesr eumendspemmuilewsst i (HIb FBhis B)evdbd wmiEeTev & TenT@)wsvalsVene.
BHTUTHBIGET, 2MTEUT, LINDDeUSST, aileVBIGH6T HMID wesflFer pdlw o uilflerhiser eursui 9oy
BleweVEEhECHHL B MHensu|L_g9Id L6vlls UTLPEMEW|L )| @)enenThs euenasulled Fhisl LITL s0E6T 6D
Asshastiu@Asrnar. B)s Osrosrifur auess e uliUTGUIGS FHsETOSHD Caumiid
GamiurLms eveurwsd, surTpeiwGor®h Gewwhbs BewL (PewNEF FAbSMATWTS ) (HHBHET 6TOTLINS
2 MIFILBSSIFDS).

Qewourm 2 ullfleriigeailsss aBms WPODET QUIDDS OIBHSTOSTHET, Y% WOHYID LWL
UTL V&) pewmwirs @)L 1b ClumIeusesT (psVLDd, FBRISGHTOVS SLOpiEeT 2 ullfsemearts Ligpblemev
g LiuenL_uiled LfpgICETaTL 9 Plailwed LTienausnwud, Weflsmer @wnHensuilesT h Y BIGLOTHS
HHSID HSHI6u CHTHmBWLD CeaueliLBsgHeaTneT. sCai, CgTevasriitilwi GPilBIL prple s
%pple) ewrullrer o uiflars urGuTrQssr Fhis QuaslusSsT »nsgI0s5ms5 WPrILBSSW
WéBWwF FbhseHeTITs allaTnhIEaSlTMET 6TTLIZID g WwiLHleVemsv.
SO BTDHLIL 1 16D

1. @erbyrewriz_enr, Qgrevsriitilul Qurmerdlarrd eapsowpd 2 swgujb, 2010, CFsrewsst, Frygm

uglILI& LD
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