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Abstract: The trade relationship between Tamil Nadu and Rome dates back to antiquity and involved the
exchange of goods such as pepper, pearls, gold, wine, and aromatic substances. Archaeological findings, including
coins and pottery discovered in both regions, along with references in foreign travel accounts, attest to the extent
of this commercial interaction. Tamil and Latin literary sources further reflect awareness of these exchanges.
While economic exchange forms the basis of Tamil-Roman contact, trade relations often extend beyond
commerce and foster cultural interaction. Literary references to foreign peoples and distant lands in both Tamil
and Latin texts suggest a broader cultural engagement shaped by sustained contact. This article examines
archaeological, historical, and literary evidence to explore the possibility that commercial exchange between

Tamil Nadu and Rome also contributed to cultural and literary connections.
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sl Crmomeflw euswilas 2 _mey:
@evddHw 2_neweuds HeuTL MeUHNDHBTT 6 (h (LPeST6st (b
‘DYQUIHHST B). o, (peweTeuiTUL L QpieuTenit, ADLIYBlRS FLEIDSSIPD, geusmsiaTedEhH
LISOSEVEHPSLD, L5050,

1. opiteydamdst

Eab CGTETeOWITST surFsVTHewm 2 oL wigl ilps — Crrwreflw suewfls 2 mey. wler,
WHE1, AuTeT, g, MTFMaT QUTEHL S o el L LAGum CUITEL 6T &)HHTESEndHE D
gpmiwd  @nE@wd  uiler. eweu  Frihs ULGaum CFHTVOIW FTEHTMIBET  HLOLPS
pleotiuriifled Hsn@ OGeusflullspid SlewL_gGgisreresr. SusBTL B Liwesfsaflssr @&mlliLdsenLD
@spsrar srempsmers swdsper. Geeuwsd, i whpih Gesfer Gesdurisei
Qo susmilswd ADLIGHSSHETET FTSIDISDNTS SHASTDT. Qoipewn G)Hs1 BT
QITiEDG. @) BTHSEHSEG BewLullevTer susnils 2 mey eTiGUTFID euewiles 2 meurs WL (HLb
B BhsIa) P, e Gesdwn o srafll L LGTLTL () © meursayn LAIALILSDHET6T
FTHIHWmBIGET 2 eTomer. @QBBHTLHR @evsslwnbisaflle)d wHm BB wehser uDPBlw  GoliLy
2 srengereulfl  ews  YWwevrd. @ BCHTEESSV  @OVSFWE  FTHTMISEWOT QY TTIISI DG
Q)55 B
2. FHpaysClFrmaer: suswilaid, Hulp, Crmid, G)svdder, weusti, HyMEECw®), WPpoHai

3. wpsirsmiemI

B)evsSWLD 6T6TLIGI FeLpHHSBleT ailewsmGlLIT(heT. 9% Feps @ uBISIeYL 6T OB (HBISS W | 6dTT6V
LD PSHLTST GCGHTL T WSTGHD. sl ererugd Ulp Cunsl (hrearkiseneariiGumsvLi
CUITHTTSHTLD 6TeID IlgdhHL (HTerssledrt CCeGw sTpliLitiLil (HeTarg| sTeTH MGl TidFwib.
@bslt Ulsitlevg S GG suenflasemsu)d LITTeHSGeussTIqU|sTarg|. @)SHenHIW uewilds 2 M6y dker
TIGUTGID QuTHL Sewer WTHYEEST6TEHLD 2 meuTs WL (HID @) HbslLemsv. ) GleusuGoumy
QrHIGUSHID FPSBIHET UMTBSSIT STFeNTLOTS 2oL TL G OClTLBIGLEUTS  Ysummler
Qorflssr, LssTUTHH6T, HLOLlGemHHET Y aslweuHBIIh C1&ETHEHE UTBISHED Bl LS 6T 60T.

4. Gumrwretlwfer &1L_6v 6uessiasLD

Curg enThsHE Whmsw Hev BTHDTERT(HHTTHGe Grrwreflufler &HLsVeuranflsid Wlse b

ApLiyDMHHSSH. COUT.SY.(1p. PHV HITMHMTEITIY6V Hj6UTHETF UIEHLD 2 FFFBlewevenul HewL_HoHdl.
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@ssrasdd  oauissr Posder aflorer o apri @ aelssdo  AppAnEsESTH
sLsVsuflullevrer uweBTL(H suewiladslain eusdsvemo GuDMpHHeri. Crmwreflwi g riiifdssT,
SCrLilwm pHeVTeT LIV LGSl EpHL6T L HLOleVVTLOY @)HBUid FIeHEwTdhDNTL HaHIL (LD HL V6L
aumlssde mEULLeart. Grroreful QUIEETSTISEDE @BEL  aeflshd  seawrw
uBiseflliewud CFssH. YFd GolliuTs Getenpw  Gasrer, SWIPBTL B UGFSHewer
2 6TeTL_S&w LsTewL_Ww Llpsd Crrwrefluls QUTreTTSTrSems HmiSullBeuslsy s Lpdhelwli
uBI@ OFHPWgl. @BIS HHH euiser @mE@GLsl GlFuls LVGaum GluTHLssr Grmwmesfluid
FPHSHI6V LBl LY ClFeV6BMI&H6T 2 (HeuTHd ST TERTLOTSE H)6WLDHT6T.

4.1 . Gymwreflw QuUT®HaTTSTISH0 suewiladbler LimE,

Grrwreflws Guurdst Gmislssreow Currdler CBTLGHESETOUPLTET GILIT.).1p. (LPBHEVTLD
mrOmTewTys @Gl mlevliugiiy  wweugid urbgelflbSmbs Crrwmesflw BTl 16T
CUTHTTSTT BHleweVSHHETeWLDSE 2 6THTL (H auewilashSD@G Liured ailflbs LsTeTTL (B euewflsLd
Comaiwrs  Qobssl JSHSU  CUITHD  WHEDTH STITIONS  IYDWHSSl.  ISTOISI,
OarLidfwurs Blaphgeunhs 2 erhTl GO CUTissT wiyeydhad aumss, Cnhrigwirer Grriomestlw
L AWlTTSEL BOSMISHLD LGS BT RTHTES @ewentahasliLihse  Hdlwer Grmmevflwis
CUTHTTHTTSWS WTHY WSS, LEHHNST CFTHSHISHHET Fnlgwlenld aileweOLSILIL6eTer
Qurplsefley euiseaflest Gurasd UTeuds STIEWILTS YWWHSSH. @)seiTeuldl, @)bLlwils
CUmBISL 60 euenilsghBlsy euisafler FHUTL e L1 YfpgIEasTsreareorn. Grmwmesflwig 6% msvedlwisy
leymHetley  HewL G Frermisar  @ewg 2 miFlliu@sgiFlermer.  uribiGuii(Pompeii)
TIflL_S5l0 BlspSSLLL L. spmilallsy Grrwreflwl GuetTwenfl @meuT ShISIPLD (LPSHILD
2 LW HMIFHVSITHWT SyewllbgleTarsTs s el 1g6r HeuGyml (hassv(Tile) FHlewLsgisrarsns
SylieuTerissr & igssr GAarpari(Romanis 2). @hfull QUERSLD mamissdd G iser
9B ED @) BHHSTVID Hews Crrwreflui CuHolsTsiTerd sTrenrd g 6oflss aumHeuTGur o) @LD.
‘BeflbLITSH6T, re Hlw @) meu®HGw @b suswilsdgrev GlLpLeTey surLIws»L Hgeri (Romanis 2)
TID  HHSEH Qeususwilad  eflds  eumeursmws  yfhgGsTerer 2 _geydmg.  Grmib
LRBTHEEHLaTTaT amiss QST Famus QsTamyGhsTaIn Gl QUERSLD s
BV YPSE WS HevTaniTes @) HHSSH 6TOTOTID. GUILILTS, SLOPSHSH HewmLpsBisGer Grromesflws
SUEWTI 5 TH6T 6ubg CLITEGLD (LPHEBTERLOWITET 6uesileh (P)L_BISHETTS (3)(1HbHSH60T.

4.2 . cuswifls 2_mey &MH%H1 oCubasi
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Cusasifler LleToumd &HobgHiIHmers GOl (Deugk @lsuail sl  CUT(HHHLTOTSTS
DDLU LD.
Crrureflw  gasrdusbdwusbdlesr GCupsalenasullstdly  Hpsslsr  eowdluirer  20r(heuHsL
QoL olrg GBHSI absSl. Shgiaallud, aITETe, HTSH WD, WHHSIO Fuisd Yseiluser
Grrwryfé@gs Hlps@ apnISil heTOETwL SaTTGh. Crrwmeflwiseaflsst hewL ey eiLioud
FSnes@& LTIl L Peopnuilsd Y ewHS H PSS eMFUITOTTHTET Y LPLIEVEHLD JeUTHETSHI 61T 6% T
Fréars Wellibsg. @serred Crmwryfluilsst rFemeauspw Hewp Brhsewerd CFibs LsT sperfl
FTeTm Y WlehT GClLIHLoEHT ewfl6lFuluD ) (HHISTL FleDUIF FieUFTSHTTTLOTSHS & T (LPLY HdHL.
Crrewy  SHTTOVL_TeWL 6T  HYrFwed YSETrHsler CHHBITioTs, HLWLTS YdhGHUSDS
e1Cuan L CsTifled suaridAss @i, GlFsan auaTsgIH @G0, CSTIHVBIL LIS FINESSIHGHD ST551%GL0,
sPOU LUmLILsEhEEGn  8s5CUTd oPlas  sTessIEEn,  alehesTear  GuibLT HEED
slPEmsCuw 9P GOILILTES CFTeTewd auTIhS BTHIS5HHT BlewVSHHMTOTSS HlHh B)bHs
BroswerGu BT FribslHess Couangullpbsg, HoUGss GCoemgquilbbss. G)sreib
CareveviGuTerrTed Y PleydgimmullesT Y waThgIsh Slemansaflaib Hewyp 2 VFT  HTHBLD
Car@erdfmmi sTedTEm nmGeussr(Hib.(0BLG ST, 3-4)
@kiE, EwPHTHSET 6TetTLG Grmwmesflw BT yHE&HS HlpHEle o srer L BT (HHemerLd
QurTsIuTss @GPlsADS aeTHTRID aamisbal) Bl Qubm  UsTUTT G UfbTHD ST
sTaTLGS 3)BI@ IjigliLenL & CFWISWTE@WD. LSTenL W 2 _VFeT Gl CUTHTTSTIEF FoHHlHaTTHSD
Fsphs  slps - Grrwreflu  prhsefler  euswilas 2 pellsteufluurs  euppler
CurflsepsdlewLullevresr @evdsdlw o mey GOSHF FAbsEs @Quepior  eTer Y rmiisugy)
®)daL_(hewruileit GBTeHHLTS S eHLASIDSG).
5. s1lp @evsEHwd FreTmId6T

pilpasglar LGans o Hubgd peomamwearub ST AlLBSSulsTer Fhis Gladkslwdslsranf,
susnilagglain Lphsilpiser ApiypBlebses Plw (Wuyslpg. sTe Coumiurgerpl sl
LT evsellaid Lpil LT esellain eusflsn @Hlés seauisst alralulmsdsmmear. @miurs,
Crrwraflu aiefsisEp_T SjauissT QHTaTybbs OBTLIL WeIaTISET ey QFTed Fhis
Bevsalws gl @)L _1bClLDHMIeTeTH6T6ULH S MUIVTLD.

5.1 . weussriser
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FBIG  Q@QeUsSlwF  FreTmisHewer ChTdhGAPST, WEUSTTHET 6Teh  ClFTed  GHMIGs Glpefley
Caewanrearsr@Lh. B)FeFTsy ‘Qurgaursd SCrasisenerd @GmIliLsTEGa Fwavd(hs, LrTdms,
LTl GesAwkisalld) LWSTUGSSILL Harars). SaTTed, ESHE WIPTES Fhs GaddwsHw
WeuesTT &6 6Ten)b GlFmev Grmrimresflw suswflsisenend GMLLsTECau @)L bGUDmIsTergy’(Ray, 313).
LhSOIPTHET SAPL T euewilad Gsriyblsram. GCunsashdw BT IgeTi OeneTalen LD
B)FOIFTLVT YWPSHATT 6TOHTMID FlUT H(HGHISIOTDETT. LsTenL i () bSluITallsd wieuewtiser
sTenId &L (Hewruilsy Cum@MIUl L HhGmHs Fmmid Cr eTepd Yyuieureri suL @) hLlwreailsv
HWL_ 5% 6\BHTeLE0IWV FTITMIH6T LIVSLD HlCTdHbTHEHL T O1GHTL MewLWHTH @) (HLiLiend ailfleurs
allergglwsirerri. HCHCHIHFlev, Fmhis @evsSlwsgdlsd @)L b6lumid Gumer, Llerg, LW
QFweaupmiLer  CsTLTyswLweurts  Grmwreflw@r @ mUusT)  weuewisHeT  sTeTGUITT
Grrwreflw@r stesrEpmi Seui. B)HMEHd C\FTLCILIT (KL BEBHLD [BT6wTIWIBISEHLD FTESTM] LI T 65TM6UT.
Qleuaurm,  SleWLGGHI6TET  FTHTMIHET  LVYLD  SHLIPHHEHIL 6T  cuswilas 2 meyb6lhresnTL
CueneupTL g el CrmwrasflwGr pHedll_Gale0 @) (HHHEMLOHUIULD WISUETTH6T 6Ten)ID GIFT6LSYIL 65T
euiaGer GU@mbUTIDd OsTLiyMISSLLBaSWCL STL (HHEISTMET 6TITLISTED  WIEUST T 6T
steorLIg SLUlPleVESWGemSL1 GLTmisseueny CrmiomestlwiGy eTerevmLD.

5.2 . weussrisemars @MU GHIh Frigs Gevdsdlw euflaser

WIS VT T &5 61HL_65T G TevvTLy (hhD 6UemTEH 2 Meweuds HTL_(HLD LITL 6V%EH6IT (LPHVT6UDT 5,
“‘geiraflwid CuflwrhHm CleusHTasneNT HeVBISH
WSISTI S(b% aePaTLOTaRT HeTSELD
CuTeTOleTT®H subgl HMGWT®H ClLiwi(HLD
suermICB Ly WM o iiClLY euswer®)” (9 s%ib. 149)
T HSBTHTHMIST suflFHewerd @GMILILIL6VTLD. LITENRTIY Wl LO6TEdT6T sp(Houedt GFy  LD6dT6dT 6D 63T
WYFAD) HeODWPHHMBHE wHLILHMIUNSHHE GDILLIBHID @)LILTL 6D, weuesTiEerler HLLVH6T HLOlPSHD
HLNHEHewrulled CmolsTeanTL suswilad GlFwsoLml snL afleuflsslng.
FeTLh)(@ HTEWEIT eUTEITEUT L HL_ D
Qurevhg Breumis spiigwr (ymip. 126)
LOED 63T &H6W 6 () Wi Bl eLpem L_wimh
SO FHLIDEDLOW HEWT BV GHMIHSI
BOHHHS AUTHLUMAFD
s015CasTenflumh senrGsids@hal (Lmid. 343)
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Gumasglw BrHsaflledmbsl ubs HLiLVs6T GluTeTewaTW D CeusTaflepwiud FLolps FHlevdglev
Cu@mwerailsy  GaTaT(Heubhg CxFidgg lotews Plsaraled OGETaTLPSHL ClFUIGIGTOTEN DS S
Qs UflBeT FTSTMIHOTTII HEHLOE]6ITM6VT.

@)TaIeVTd &(HBIGEV LO(HST HUWIT

WIS, BeST SV Sb% HawTaHioh GHmev

QuTeTOFUI Lewesrhevd Cahbdb BT EHLD

eTGIL_Tg el @I walpAnnhg (Ymib 56)

weueiseaflest Gumedt, Gleusirafll < SlweuHMIH@ WL HILOleTN) HjeuiEHeng BTL (R LOFI6UNHSE ENhd LD
S0l wewstesnsiley eurGsumr) @)mbgiararsnw @LiurLveufls GsfHngl. @ewasCuw 9 MssGu@
Gumettn @)L_BiIs6flsL SlewL 55 61HTeLEII FTTMIHEHLD 2 MIFHILILI(HSS5IH ST 6T,

‘weuer @uipmlw aflensrwment uTewar (H. 101)

‘Gousirall grentdg) ojews(3) wereri

sl allarsdler o widlens Gsmewr’ (Gu@mn. 316-317)

S auflser weuaTidsst UTeweu allond@ GCUITSTD SHWwFl SewVLIGUT(HL Sewarud (3)mkid,
ailpmisitersnwewg Clsafle|LH)sgislsTneT.

WS lend auswer@wr Blbge7 ki@ ClFPlajenL
QiU LHs Geumeumpb CaTHmsal

6ueld) LYGWTIT WITd6emds 6165TSH6HT W6 6UT T

YeOlsesTLi el L Ljewedr LomesT e ()60

£mwent) aflerdst T’ 19.5 Hemepranr (s, 61-65)

@susuflser  weusmisaflsst  HewvsHmenerr  allerTdsGHuGHTH  euiseaflear CHTHMEHMSU|LD
allerds %H6eUTOUTS 6w LD 6T M 6IT.

5.3 . 310p®Hd HLDHDT [HBHT BIS6IT

SUPHEH SLDHWT BHHIBIGET euswilas ChTahdlsy FHApliympphsemwepwis LV Fnis @)evdhdlw
suflgepld  alleTdGauensd STawTplysing. GCam CFrmaseflsy GFTEVSHTETTE, cuemilBL LIV
SOPEE SHLMHBWI BbETHIGET 2 (houTh eilGSHlI L 6T 6TereVTLD. 6T(HSHISHTL L TH, 2 edmuyi
Garyisefler HeweBHTLTSE @) (HHSDHlewevullsy YoHHTVSHSHL CLBS W cuewilas Chemeuullsr
sTraTTSs  SAsTOST sTsHs sralfybur yerd GeryrsalsT SmOBSTOTSEILL

sueriFAwewL_Hsews Pl YiyHngi(2 vsprs erewer, 42). @eusurCm, GuGe i i’
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urLedlev wpFMlewwd Carisefl(phgh ewsliLumML UTedTgwisst GCumblaTadr  wpuwmFenw
9B6T euewtlad Apliewu swwwifl G LflbgIGsTsirar Geuevr(hLb.

5.4 . auswils L1 Lyeveuiigseir

Fhis @)Vsdwgbens enwwill’ (B, auewfls 2 peaisraflurs @esslw 2 ney eTeih &M CHTemeard:
Casrantl) YrTujbGurg LHEDTH LTSI D PSIWWTETSTGHD. Fhis HTVSHH0 SHLODF
Fps5Il0  Llupla) YFEWTE  G)BHSSILGT MBS GUSMHF FTihG L  L{sVauidsT
Behaisterepwepwd B IDG.  PODOLULTI DL sTFlw  prggerTi I Hiilsrs)
SmIewear  surenflaeT @aTGaul L erTi, LgIewrLl LIGNTL. 6UTewllE6r @)eThbbbHaTT, 2 e»mu)i
@)erCLITsdT suTeRflHeT FTHBHBICHETHMSTTT (LPHeOW LVHLD @)SHeDBWUTTS () (HHIHISTOTETIT .
suenllBisHer 6Te0dh GHMEHBLILBEUST HeUTSHeT Hg @VdbHWwF CFWOLITHHDOT 616wHTldHHeIL 6T
B)ement gIeTenesTi 6T68TE &H(HHVTD(Wp&HbS, 2015, 41-42).

6. Qs Hler GevsdHusdlsv @)hdHlur euewtlssib

QevgFsr  @evsSwGslev @bl euswilad  GPss Crrigwrer CFuilser  (F)svemsv.
QBTG Lwenlsafls GHliLssT aiewllsd GHlSs CHriguTeT sEa0smars 51, G)ass s
@)ev&EwLD Flev MM LPHLOTET GHDILILHEDETS: & (HABISTMEUT. HBTUFI, BjbbTEHV LITL V&6V @) holw
hgiseT GBS Qpbslwrelledmbs sl s weallbshest GUISSID YbisTEGs G b6lLMID
GOl &eT 2 _dtemest. )& @M BT HL0lpds — Crmwmresflw euenflEid @&MSa ST GLHLDLITeVT 6T
SylauTaTTEaTT) &HHEHOSETaTeTIILuADeme Tt B)hEE GHILL 55555,

7. suswils upPlw LNy FreTmIS6T

Qevddlwd  FTaTmIHEHLGT  @phHIIGUTeusTaTHEL  LVCaum G TLEOlWY  HT6ySHEHLD
FlewL_gglererest. H0lps Bleoliurliy pupeugih HlewL @G usGeumy Grmiomesflus [bTewTWwBIS6T,
9M&5Cw@H WHew @)L_Bisaflsy HlewL_sGgisTer LTewOTGWT®), LHIFFTIGH6T 2 _sTafll L ClgTevedlwis)
FTOTMIH6T YFwer ) HBTHHEHSE @)ewLulleVrsr cuawllESHBH T SHOTEHLOEMII 2_6WTIT &gl 616vT6U TS
2 sirerest. @eweuwiesry] Crmw BT (HS SHiewmpsnisaflepid S Tt CQUTYISS 6% TevedlwisL
FTOTMIHET FHlewL_Gglerarer. SHEUTGI 6THIS6IT LOBTETTL LIGTOTSHSTHED HlewL Sglerer ‘Flews
CasrHmest sTeqId sTPSHSHILIGILTHILILEemaTs CUITETH FTTMISEHLII L @SN &, euspCFidhdledrment.
ewarasfl, svrrGur o erafll L SuBTLLTE  @GPUySesD  Cu1gRsT  aleprULLD,
9| GlevsFTevTIg FlwT-pADlev auenilas @riLpBSD WHedlw L FTeTNISEHLD auenils 2 DalleT ) LpH S5
CpfailsHleTmert.
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8. wyeey
@eueurmrs, s Crrwreflw suenflsd Wsayd AnliynvBlBbsens Cumanplu FrerTmissireuy]
P bss.  BETESET  aueriFd  CQUPPIGHESCSTH  uv  CUTBLsEbD  gHDILS]
@ns@usluruller. weuaTiser @B, SuHulHHSECHTH euenilai, HewsvehT, STeusvi GLTETMD
LuBlenevsallsd @) HbGIsTaTaTT 6TTLGI FTOTMISET aufls COFMHmg. suswflls o meyseflsreiLf
Blaphs Fev usTUTL (B 20rL m L miser GG @GO LUl L er. @renr(h) @)V wiBisEnLD
ausmllasn  upls  @Rul@dsmar.  amilsd  GsHSmhsID  sellepissT LT sser
BupBlusrereri. Gepauwra)b aienfls o palsr QsrLidfurs @bsdu o neay Bapbsmesar
sTeNILD FibH6eW6dTd & JLq-LILIEW LT 63T 6T
glewewrL|fhgsemen
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