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Abstract: In today's modern literary landscape, feminism is not merely considered a theory but has
emerged as a vital tool for reclaiming women's fundamental rights. In the history of Tamil literature,
particularly in the realm of modern novels, writer Balakumaran’s contribution is unique. The
philosophy put forward by Mahatma Gandhi—that the status of men will rise only when the status of
women rises, and only when the status of both rises will the entire human society advance—serves as a
primary thread in Balakumaran's works. The novel Sukajeevanam subtly records the complex lives of
women in the urban setting of Chennali, specifically within the commercial environment of Sowcarpet.
Contrary to common criticisms that feminism is a Western theory encouraging women to break away
from the family structure, this novel presents it as a way of life that guides women toward a path of self-
respect.

This article analyzes the life struggles of four primary female characters in the novel Sukajeevanam—
Sri Ramulu's wife, Gnanambal, Sornam, and Subbulakshmi—from a feminist perspective. It subjects to
detailed analysis how the novel handles issues such as women's economic independence, the moral
constraints forced by poverty, patriarchal violence, and the freedom they seek to attain through
education. Furthermore, it explains how Balakumaran integrates Sangam literary poems and ethical
literature into his contemporary narrative to compare the status of women across different eras.
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UTSHEF MG 6TOTLENS LITeVGLTTeT @)BiICSH BeWIGEELTS allard@&almmi.

8. Quessremilwig CarLThHEEHLD FHadeusTpld: s allfNaurer LiLTIa]

GueTewflwid sTedTLg @)edTemmwr 2 _svsearrallw @Gyedled LCaum) LiflaysearTads SlewerdgisTarsi.
5605 Cuesstenflwd, @Gwedlwesd Guesstenflwib, wrisfwls GuetTenilwid stertt L Gsriumhser
B BHSTEVID, LITVGLTT6Te 'Fhedeustid g litenL_ulled 'sryrereurs Guenrenilwgsns' (Liberal
Feminism) wsiremeuliugrad G&merarevrid. Osraugl, Fopshds &L LewwliLiing 2 6rGarCGuw @) mbhgi
Q&menr(® CuesTsHsT FHBIG6TeT o Mewwasenearud, Hevall WHMID CUTHTTSTIF HFSHHSHTHMSU|LD
sTeuailH1d GlLm (pLgu|Ld eTedTLIENS B)LILSlevTid aileuTHlHE M.

9B Fowib, @ISlaTSSl6V 6uHLD EHTETLOLITET WHMID GlFTientio CUTTD &&TUTSST kI 6T
sTHTR&TeTERLD FbsHevs6T 'ailaflibLBlensy Clusntswilwgglesr (Marginalized Feminism) gn misemerujio
ClasTanT(hsiTenedr. &Tdl, auidbasd LWHMID LUTORTD YW CpedTmID @)ewewnThagl p(hH ©LIevTEn e
steuallgid p(hh@GEeTmer sTeTLens TTEBSTrUT-ClFTianTd @enL_ullsrear 2 ney sri_(hslngi.

GL16voT 6301 w1 35

FHT URTHH6V J)BH6sr GleuafliLim(h
Carlumr®
STTTETEUTS

FULeVL_gblullest sevall whHmib BTV 1pewesrGeumi svL” Fluiid
O L16v3T6UBT] Wi LD
wridFwi

epTeribLTefleT eumiewio LHMID GLTHeTTSTT Bl LiLBSLD
©L1evoTEws i D

wf grypsiaist wewerallullsr @GHu  GweoTewTenio WwHMID  FepsLl
Fepas L1 GLIevvTewsf]wi b

Cumrmiliy

rr@uphdlruryaller euaTipedMEE eTHrTer  GariemTsHler GeTeTl
B ailri GLievsTesvflwiLd

Gumrrml_L_1p
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9. QlevaElwapid Cluessrewtlw LHwsYId: LITEVE LTI 6T HenL

LUTeO@GLOTTelledT eT(pdhg Bewl Lsab GBriqurersdl wHMID 2 ewTiFASToTeargl. jeur
Cuensemerts LMW sTapgHId Curg euiseafler 'o L' Fribs Hrfwswey alll 'werd' Frihs
rFwesCs  YyFles  WhEwsgeud YeflGADTT. Yeurgl SSTUTESSITBIGET OLIHLOLITELD
2 HIWTL VEHST 6uPlTHs Shiserlesr 2 ewriasemer GleueflliL(BSSHIHSTDET. 2 STTERTLOTS,
ULV & Seotg  Shewsull b euTHTHL @)L BIS6T auengl PUTihs FiewflFFeanevs
&TL_(h P ST 60T

LITeV@LOMTT 6T H6vTdl LIsL LIL|&6itle) 'OlLIeiTenio’ eTeTLIengd Ol&TenTL T(HLIGUT. SLeTT6D gl §2(h
Gumredlggeamoresr GOaTeTL T L 1D  BeVsv. Gluentseafledr susdlsewarud, euTdHsT Fhdld @b
SICTTEHBISETW LD 6Teuallsl LFaHDd @)err] 9Ly Cuw eurFsioHeflesr pesr eweudsdpri. 'FaHesaussrid'
HBQTESH0  gjeuil ewswTeTHeTer GNIHCISTDS WHDID HYSBTHTHYILT LTL VST, Sengullst
2 _6WITEYHEHEE R(hH WLPLTRT HTHHHeNDHdb ClBT(HHISTDHET. @&l UTFHTHEHSH G, p(H Vb WS
QsrLisflenw (Literary Continuity) o ewrigg1euBsr®), Guentenilug Fbsenerasr HLog LD63T6NwT 60
GaucmedTmlwieney 6TTLINSHUYLD Frl'1q & TL(h 6T M 60T.
10. Feppas allfliiysnriayd wTrHmSHHer CHemeaiujd

@)tiyglesrid Ceumib QUITRGICLITEHEIDETET sp(h Hewad L (HLO6V6V; @)FI sp(h Fepd peuewtid. 21
QD BIHMTERTIY 6T QBT G555l60 SOPHSSH T BATUILML GCLITSHST 6THTOSTRITL FouTeLH 6T
Bal ugle| Csiigisterg). saflaflls gewmuilst eiBens, CUTEHSTTSTT THHBEISET WHDID HSH6TTeD
GBI 2_peysefley sTHLL L féaH0%6T 6TaTLl LISV SaThISH6Te0 @)U slerid Liwewll&Esngi.
Cuestser smiseflesr 2 fewwsEhdhsTad 6HTLTHE Currrr GeuswriguilHliLiens Ll grLb]
SHTUTSSITID cpevld Ml (1plpsimgl. HC8s FLowib, sumienio @)(Hd @D 6uewT EhTETOLITST GLITETD
CuessTHsT FHIewTL_LILBeusnss Salliss (PIWITS 6TTH SHFLULTRT 2 uTenenwiud @)U slerid
PTDUEHMSI. FYPSTWSSD YewTTHEsF FHAhsemer Geauchern] (RHoHGL euewr, OGFTiewTD
Gursitp ClLSTHEEHSE Glwpssliu@b HYBFIHEhSE PHYILIL TN aidhs (piguTs) sTETLIHSU)D
LITeV@GLOTT 6T O (SSLoTSHL Lgley ClFSmmi.
1. o ey

UTeV@GLMTeledsr 'Hasefeuaid’ Lblerd Cuenrseflesr surpaiwsy Fdbssvsemearts  GlLevesilw
Crrasds 1ss Aptiurs oyrmidng. Ques saaeTe] QUIHMTTSTT e GLHDTILD,
D|6UTH| 2_eWTT6YH6T &HLOL SewLoLiLilh @6 sTeuallpld FHlEEILL Toed CUITHSTMET 6TeTLINS Lvf

rrpspiaileit wenerailuilst cpsvd Plwr iyFmHl. eumienid Tt GlusTEHefledT FwWTenss S
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steusuarey Gufl HFaMISHOTS @) (HSHIMG 6THTLNS EHTATDLTETT 6uTpHemE HTL (HFH M.
afleflibyBlewsv  QueTdHsit  THITOHTaTEHLD  susTIpeOMeDWF  ClFTiewTdHHler  SHTUTSSTLD
Urglusdlsslingl. paferd seval sMM ULl &L, L FTihs Fepshd SLBLUUTHSMTS HabTdH
WPSTCITDS SI14HGID RB LSUW HYDeVSGF FTHTDTS @) (HASDTe.
Gmiglwrs, Guent all(HBHMeV 6TEITLISI Y eTHEHSE THITTETSH 96UV, Gl LoesflH LomevTLilemeor
2 WGGHIUSDHTET p(H CFweoLr®h sTarUems @)L FlaTd euedlmISSHISIDGI. LITEVGLOTTET ST
'‘weefousrid'  euflwraslt Guentsefler sThsmiISemeTw D, Y ewFHeweru, GUITTTL L Bisenearu|Ld
POHBICH LUle) ClFiig), Faps LTHDPSIDSTOT @B 2 OTWITL DG CISTL hiElujsiTerTi. @)liglerid
ST CuesTenflud AbSHmeTdHsT @)sTemmUl STVSF M GHD CIUIT(HHEHILIEHAIWITS 2 _6T6T6dT.
9y s@miyser (Citations Reference):
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- Tamil Dalit Feminist Poetry and Periyar's Influence
- Balakumaran's Biography and Literary Style

- Sowmiya's Struggle for Self-Respect in Balakumaran's Work

2
3
4
5. - Violence Against Marginalized Women in Tamil Literature

6. - Analysis of Feminist Thoughts and Life Struggles

7. - Balakumaran as 'Ezhuthu Sithar' and his Female Characters

8. - Portrayal of Women in Indian Literature and Patriarchal Bias

9. - Intersection of Caste and Gender in Tamil Feminist Literature
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