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Abstract: Sangam literature reveals the thought processes, associated norms, practiced ethics, and beliefs that
emerged in the lives of ancient Tamils. Establishing the path of life in a righteous manner constitutes the "Way of
Life." The term Neri (Path) signifies a 'way' or 'method.' In the lives of ancient people, specific norms existed for
various life components such as literature, politics, art, friendship, love, valor, and relationships. In the Tamil way
of life, one can observe the progression of Aram (Virtue), seeking Porul (Wealth) through virtue, attaining Inbam
(Pleasure) through wealth, and ultimately reaching Veeduperu (Liberation) through these three. Universal values
such as honesty, truth, love, patience, and discipline are considered the exalted ethics of life.

While literature is an art form connected to emotions, it can also be regarded as a historical document that records
the thoughts and practices of the people of that time. Not only in Sangam literature but also in Bhakti literature,
various cultural and ethical elements have been adapted to suit social living. These serve as pillars for the
character development of every individual. Changes occur in the heart and actions of every individual according to
time and circumstance, forming the destiny of human life. To ensure society achieves happiness and peace, and to
ensure individual lives attain self-sufficiency, duties and ethics serve as the guiding channels. This is precisely
what the Tirumurai, epics, and kavyas proclaim.

Bhakti literatures serve as tools that lead people toward a noble path through the ages. The "Life Ethics" are those
principles categorized and compiled by man himself to live as a true human being—to live prosperously within
this world. This chapter aims to explain such life ethics through the perspective of the Tirumurai.
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uenTewL W SPHDL W  auTpdhensuilsy  Caureardlw  ApsweariiCursd,  9s5CarT®h
QarLiysoLw GpBlipswmser, sl Litligdss YmEBM%H6T, BOLIGNSHEET YFlwauHenDF FBHI%
@vGEAWLILITL V&6TLVLILBSSHISISTDST. euTpHendsLl LTenHemwd Frlwrer pewmuils 96w k6D
surpailwsy GpBlwrgn. ‘CBm)’ erermmsv ‘eulf))’ eredris GQLUITHETLHID. LISHTEHL W HT6V L6l 6oT
aurpailed @evsdlwid, Hrfwsd, Hewev, BLL, &THV, Ty, 2 mey GCurerm eurpaiwm
I MISEHH0IHRT CBMlgssT STeRTiIL(BHFlTmer. SLllpfleT euripais) GBEMwTeTs M, HMSHl6T
auflwrsls GlurmerCGsL_sv, CluTHefleT sulfl G)eriib GlLumised @)bepestBleir auldl 6Ff HCLM HjewL_FHe6v
GureTm CBMFHmars STERTEOTHIMSGI. 6ThIGLD sTaTMID LSTUNHMS $55 Chiewid, 2 _euTenin, (6dTL|,
Qurmiemw, s EUUTEH CuTetm 2 wihsd Hevsflwells WL ESET wTeyd suripailsst GBMlsaTTSDS
SMHSLULRFSTDSOT.  QesFwid  eTedTug 2 _ewriFFsefler  GCFTLTYDLW P HeweV
QUL UGIDBTHTEID BTV dhsafler Fhsenarsemarild GlFwedpswmasenaru)d Lgley GlFiig)srer
QUTTHMI  YeUMTLOTES  SHSUWLYEIDE.  Fhis  @Qeusdlwsgslsy  wl (Herd, L)
Bevsalwsglainseps surpallwgsGsnu LHLD LTLIWD FnmseT HH6UMLDSSLILIL (H6TET6T.
@)eweu speuleum(h HevfloesflFHesfledt LIHTLITESSS MG 2 MIFIHNTIWITS HeWLOHEHIGTOTET. &T6VSHS M @ LD
GBS GHL TnL peubleur(h Hevflells 2 srengglepib ClFwedleVid wTHmBISHET 67HLI(HH eTM6DT.
@)eweu wevflgevflesr surpalley Hlwbwirs Sewwdlng). FsTwbd wHIPFHuD HewwHujd L HSIL,
Sesflliul L eumipey seiresflewmey GlLMHMIL, L L& EHD CIBYEEHLD UTUISGSTOTS el sl @ 6T meur.
@awarCu, FlHYPODHEHD @I ETFBISEHLD STULNWBIGEHD  @WIDLSISTDET.  LDEHHEDETS
sTVHBHTMID 2 wiGpPuled euflbL SHHL HHalsenTs LSS GVSEWBISET O 6e»LOE ST 6IT.
MAUWIGFHIST UTLPEUTHIG, UTL LDEUIIH6T Ll HeTTS: UTPUSDE uUBRT LGHHHSH 6STEHDHHI%
ClEsTeRTL_emeu suripailiisy GlpPlseTT@HW. @)sHHemaw suripalluisd Clplsemer & (Hpswmaer aufdlbleTmi
allerdGHausrs Q) sualliish Hewwangi.
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Lsvesu &Tevlh "LdE GevdHlw srev" steirm CUTrHDUILRHSTDGI. LsF @)evddwnbisefsd
wFal euaTTdFFeH@ BTeTTTssT UMD FewewT BlTMHETT. HTWETIOTIEHET SLODF F(LpsTulIdhDe0
uey WwrHmsIGEmer HUBSGSIL UGSILCLHESESMSSH SOIPBTEH (LPLPsUSHID LTeywTn GlFuigHeori.
"EITRTT 2 _VaBHGI WSTMISN GUISSHIS SHOUSD urewrm CFis lumm  GUrheTTeTTHeT
[BTWESTLOTT &6 6TETLIENSLI LIGTevl(h Bl(HLpewmEH6T ST (HFHSTMET. Hevll Loevsl|HesfledT BHevew)IdHBTS
oy wrefl.  FpsTwDd (PprpeugHid LwsTOLMbLIquITET CHTLUTHHET 2 6T6TL &g
uesTedfl(h BHULPeOMEHTTGHL. @)HHTV, (F)WMeUHT WL 6USNHTET cuLplsemear Lo (hLOsVEVTLO6V,
FYPSTWSHHV  eTeuUTN QPUEHEHLTHLD ChiewwwrTseyd eur  Ceuswr(hdb  6TTLINSHU|LD
Curdlsdlearmgl. @)VemsGHlev uHs GpPlwrTs, FAnhs GUbhens eueriLilener, sTilenLoullest
griiswullenet, Umerwenesr Corosmls Guresrenwullemer, 2 wiflw allHHEsTibLIL G BMlewuiLs
GuTHmIeusTHLI LIGSTE (S (HLPEHMEBT 6T(HHSHIMTHISTMET. B)VSENIBIGZET FnMID HMBISHET, Fhid
BvsHWSFL HTEMTOTGHD HTHYID eFTUpLD, B HBTVHET Fnmid YMOIBYIH6T, HTLiLwBISeflsL
alleTBIGLD BT6TE aUMHWTRT 2 MBI GlUT(HTHT, eTLBlewsv, GlaTewL LiLianTL, STew GBI,
MG o uili, weireri GBM, GuTi HMLD, WTSGTIIEHLD, LT WLD, I (HOTOBD], LOMSSHEILD
WD CUTTNeWaU OGTGHSG alleTdhGHaISTES @) HeDLF DI

Bewpuss)

Cplieudhens (PeiTesf(hHd) LO6IHT SEWOTHMBUJLD LITTHBSTDTET. SewerThgld Fdhdlulledr
Quisas Gguiaid sTeTm 2 ewTiSPCUTS HeUST LITUFID WL SlSTDHTET. @ewMLISD Hevfl Loevfls
QUTLPEHMSHUND Q@ (PHHSHMSU|LD, jeiTewLI|id CUTHGHSTTDET. G)ewMeustledt Hl(HouHATTY HVMEVI:
Fn L QBLILILTS WTHD (LPIgU|LD 6TEOTLIENSD BT6YdHHTFIT,

"smmiewewntil L1 1gCwiri HLe0lH LmiiFFgy)ib
BDHMIHET WiTeugl HLodFdF eumwCeu”

(BLofleumwiing s um.er.-1)

6TedT) LUTL 6V eulfl o ewtiggislpmi. Gug;; sreow ol Anbhs &HewewT 2 sTeTeusiT (J)swmerusst
sTedTLIGemest "HTullh SewLwmiid HLhs pCun@ srullh Anbhs swreurer HdhguCer" eT6Tm)
LTeRllEEHaUTFST Hl(HoUTFHSS6T auLfl 2 ewTidgISleTDTT.
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FSmypswpullsy Faswellsisener CleumisSs QRBHIGHTH, 6T CFIGI, FID HVbs @)eT6ITL
CuawTm HYBloyMSHIFDGI. 56 wesllFer LA MBS CuTH 2 awralsd @@ Uligemw 9aussE
Sfafigg1all (b 2 sTarEIng HHLpemD.

"wreuid@ wri Gewm aum6lsT(H LIFFlewnev
WITeUTds@ OTLD LIga d0lET(H suTujsnm
WTeuiTdh@ T 2 ey CuTOSTHewasLiLilg
wireuids@ wrb LpidsssreyienrsrTCer'
(B wwpHon, ur.er:252)
6TTMI B (HEPSVT FnmisImmi. GLogyiib,
“ured BleweThayTL B HTUlEId FrevLi
uflbgy b urellCuigyienL_w’”
(8 9410 Hpapsom-37:ud): 9)

6TeiTM)| LTeNTSHUTFSET WTGCHUWSHMS uedlMISSHISIDTT. ewFeuld WesflHCHUIGMS DLOWILDTSHI
CEBTERTL G| 6T6ITLINS B)6u6uly H6iT FTHM] B HE M.

Casren LujsiTarip

LWISTEHHSTH P (HoU(HdHGHF O FUIWSIn1g i, 6ThS @@ 2 Falluld GlETewL sTarliL(HD. G1ETHSHS5!
wHpLlerm 2 erarG GlaTewLweTerd eTaTlIL(BD. @)bHE OClaTewL doHereww FAmbs HYMEBDYE
CariurLrad Fmupemmuilsy euedlumisSsLiubhiSleTmgi.

“ojsuallwin Cudsl YyWmIGaEL BlsvsverLdler

QFsuallw errfis LNmi QUm(HeiTaus 6ueiT LT

QFsuailw errd FbHiETanID CLTCST([H
Heualld CaTHlser semevriul L CurGs”

(H®obH b, ur.er:196)
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6Tt UTLPeIWE) HeWPshs 2 Ha b YDOIBY 2 6TensSCe0 LS55 GBS Ceusnt(HLd eTedTSIMTIT
Flmepevi. Comulledleyisit &) HH@GL @)ewmeusyid@d GETHLILg @)VeOTCHT(HE:EGHF ClFTHEML WITF).
Qerred, BLLTHLD Carullevrs () (hhsdbdm gl WesflHHeEHd GlaTHLILG FewnaiemearCu GlFsTm

CamLd. @)Bemarrd Flmeypeor,
“uLwrL&CasTullsy UsMME@, speiTm Fulled
BLoTL_&CaHTulled BIDLITEHEG BIG HT
BLLoTL & CaHrullsy BLoLidh@, spearml mFullsv
uLwreg Carulley usam@ g% ,Cw”

(H@LobH o, ur.er:1821)

etedTm  LTL 6V eulfl @olidp&lsrori. Guepib, @evewsv eTetTm sphoui GCaslL  GuTpgI,
weTwHpFACwT®H wri CarThsSgs wasPpSprisGert, euisefler 2 sTersemsls  GlLIHLOTST
@)L 1orHd CEBTesT(H) 6uUTLPEUTT 6TTHEIMTT HTeYdHBTFT. (3)dHeW6rT,

“Gsiremowimsv ClFsrmi @) rbCHTid @,

@svemevClwisiTaT TSl @B 2 b 3HLD

BSTOIOWTT N6V Hrer CorerywmL_Cio"
(pmi> Hpepeom, um.er.-10)

6TEOTM LITL 6V |lg 2 60T 51 HT DI
PEH®WOUTH

uplwrid@ eurpeueflsssy, &Frd), s, Owrfl, @erd, BTH, ST 2 L ew (LPSHedlw
IWUTSMSU|LD  Lo&vflHedT HL_bg Oleuafleumd GuUTH STedT 6TLVTTHGID 6TEVVTLD  6TETMILD,
aHiuriiy  perar@h  aretn  Hmpeonssr  omEull Gé ST GASTDaT.  BTGTLTTSET
SWTQUHID HDLIL_LD 2 6ol JewHewBHu(ld CHTOSSIF FTHl, wg CoumiuTigeTP]l eurphHoevri.

)BT BTEYHBHTFIT,

“ 9| BISCIVVTID GHWIHSHI I (LEHOHTIE CHTwimil
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AN NB515 SST)Ipsid How Crayib
BRIDEBUTT — FOLEBTHSHTTSHEGH HOSTUTTH D
(6 90 HBapswm - 95: LHx1p-10)

Frgl Coaumiur® ewFeu GBPluilel (FsLeMeV 6THTLMSBU|LD 2 6V5 L&HEH6T Yewereuhid PGr (P)evrid
6TTLID S WD eSS TLOTS 6T(HSGHIHETL (HaEledTmri. GLog)Id Sl(HBTeydsTFi, “FrahHlrip

L6V UKD FLPd ST TeIT

CarsHlrapd Gevupld Clarest®h) sreirGFutadi”’
(5 9 Hpapsow -124 LS - IuTL_sv)

6TedTn CHeumrls UTL eVTewrd MPleupm wEECer Cleumib CHTHBTHMBWLD HevbewSub ©lsTesT(h
6T6dT6OT GIFIUIW (LPpLgUJLD 6TEITM) LD S EH &, alflLILjewTiey sTHLI(HSSIUSTH 2 6TT (LPLgBMT).

HLEDID 2_6TT 6

Camilyed BTweTri @)ewmeusndbsrsds aiHhd weudbsd SHTefllGSmmed FHMSSTIT &HLDLEHFLD
ubsCUTSH 6T(HHG 2 eTLeori. CUT(HSGF ClFerm eupbs CarL_Led] prwerTi @F6lFiig CHL L _gib
BT FMMSSHTT HeWeTeUsHT LD euTerTsd Gleul_ g efpdhHlesrri. @ewaLt GluMlwiLyrmewnTid,

“sHenswmi sTwmi wHmIL st LNDHESTI STIBIS6T
UbSOTT FHDSSTT uSunguiri whuwiewilujib
STHENHWITT S (HLILILG LoM) X)]6RTEIT 3)6m F 5> T (T 560 61T U LD
Abpourar QaTh HiewilssTi Swealleneril Lisubgiewt LTy,
(12 - Gasmi_yed) prwesrmi Lyymesri-9)
@) sueurm sL_swwujewtiGou CHm el BTWeTT(HdbE PHIWwTeHs 615 bss HBlweTSIng.
Liswfley

weflgrmiats Unhs peibleurmaumabGHd Lswiley sterm HMOBMY Seuduib. 9mILSS LTI
BTWSTIOTTHENOTS ST LWl &bHSTT, (@)6UeUIqUIUTHET  ewesTeu(hdbGHL g GuiehT  eT6Tm)

FnplujeiTermir.
“UgSH Tl LIewTleuTiaeiT eTeVeVTTdh @ g Swiesr
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ugws»erCuw LTHUTT g wTids@Gn g Cuisr
FabsHmBHF FlausTLITCN weudbhBHTidE@LD g Suier”’
(BB BTewrLiir OpHrenas, um.er - 10)
eTeiTm) ST Lisnflallewers GlsflwliLBsgiaiems @euatlssT sulhl 9 nlieTSmgi.
2 gal ClFuizsev
wesflB 6T spHeuHHEST(HeuT 2_gall ClFIg ClbTaT(H euUTLPSH6V HVLD.

Qpewer,

“RsTageut misaT Hlwui Siiumw’”;

(Top0 Hpepsom-52: uglsib - 3)

“UBIsTUl T FHIbHRH JyHerlw L’

(8 910 FBapwp-2: uFsio - 47)

eTedTm) LsTesfl(h SlHpewm eT(HSSwbLBlSTDGH. PHCou 2 gFall 6FiisCe weflsl LSTLSGS
SMVADHD FULPSTUIS HLEDLD QY &HLD.

ol (5bCHTLb LIV

ubSTemT urGeumm YMiFweu 2 ewrallswer @B wEHlpeugh  Sulpflest  LewTUT(D.
Ssusuemasuilsd  Hmuewpuilsy  SlpeprerFoubsit  FrsTliugSulled eurapld  dhHewerL
Y& pLoelLmpgi,

“wrspib Nywsnid 9Mlwim wrl Fuirsr

Cahrepiid LT HITSYILD SHIHBHHIH 616w FLOTTLIGST

gevd LFKCUTeILD D ubCHTids@, 6T1hHBTEHLD

&TeVID USTTHT STH BasisTCer;” (Cheuryid, Lim.er-91)

6TedTm LITL 6V euruilevmasd &mevld, Gmrid Limgmosy eumi] euwpmids]l il hbCHTidLIEOsV L& Db T a6l

FramTflliugl &a6T sTaTUSHMST allerdh@GaSnTi. GosY|b @)eweTwiTeT@ly TMETTH, ailensLILISNHTS
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WSS BHS Cpvewe OGS apg @0 OlGHISTBESTS LWSTUGSSWSI, apIeLUllLD
ailBhCsTioLDd APBSBHSS THTUDS BpieAlSTnG). YwSICLTLC ILSluIgHEHD ST
Ww&HeT @mbHS ClFFlullensT ewMSHGI, BTebSTF(HHE 2 ewrey Lflwrplerri. ol hbEsTibLev LnHmlw
QF %@L H(Hpswmulled @)L bGLIMIFlSTMeT 6TetTLIENS CloiwiLilGHTSMS).

FHevall

H6eV6 RTCM HeWeITSE| Wwahesemarwd sreuails CeumuTBHlsTn speTmILIL eDeudbE M. "HevailGui
BT ig 67 aflHBewev” 6THTD HBSHMBSH HBLpPDU|D OUDISSISDS). GBI,

“sougpwesr NSl CQupHp sefl@earrigwrsr Hrepeh
Fou YwisrmsLwyb O\Hlieud Hemev LIV H(Hbdb Dl
sauareuTid Lrellwrenear CsiuemL g C\sTiflevdser sHmIL
usupwsrngiayn CuGm eresrauhib LssTL6T LDd3TeiT"
(12 - Hpmrayssysi Apiiy - 18)
6T6dTm Gl LyTmenT 9(1qH6TT6D) M weVTLD.
O IDLJGVSITL_d3351D

SO LDLJGVSITL_G & LD 6T6ITLIG) LDGYTH6{163T $0Hh| L{GVETHETTEU H68T, BTGl CLpdd), HTdHE HMID CHTev
QSlweupplesr  ClFwdsmer B GUUGSSINSTGD. B)g UsiTibs  eTGearHmid  HYID  wewT
YDBHG PEHWTHISTHES HBSILGSSTDGI. @bs LsTsmend s HIILBSSIISET LPeVLD,
PHOUT H6TG| TOTNTHBISEMOTULD CFIIVSWOTW LD FTTH WeUSHSHIHCIBTTOT (Lplg L. $QLDL|6VEIT

uflGw HTid CF6LVTLOEL Heweu Fib sulflullGsv BMH@GLoLIy L&) a1 Ceuaur(HLb. (&) Hewert,
“ory) BlarCmerenear WS B aiEhFL
yweenp B aufuisorz1”
(8op1d Hmapswm - 2- 21)

6T  FH(HLPEHM LITL 6V 2 ewTTHHISIHTMGI. OFTHEHET eflsemer suTpayb eweudb@H, afLpeyld
MaUSHGHLD. YS5HMHW ClFTHHT HTalledl(hhal UIDSSSTDT. 95HHBW HTaleHTS HTHH6D 6TETLIG]
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SjeuFwid. B)FHmT LTHIHHUTFHT @EMDEUST HMEVEMU! 6UNTBIGHUSDGHDH HHBHTE. QUTEDUI

QUTLPSGIUSM G 6ULPBIFGOTTEIT 6TTMTIT.
“oUemTHISRD HEDEVMeUSHI UTTEHILPSVETIUI TIPS DM 6UDH S
BT BIHESHB6T FTIQUWITT Fn L L (11D 6961565106 LI(HLOT6T
YWTHIGEHT LswaflFlevemsv HjbL1svsCs% wiTH)EHsrm
@WTHIFn TL1 LITIBTLD Lpsuevsd) CasmuruwrCor”
(Bapio Hpepswm-13: 7)
6TEITM)| LOTEWTSHEHOUTFST BT6UL_&HSHDH T LILEHET 6T(HSHHIWT HSI6TOTeND MWl (LplgHID&I.

LIS 36U (hds@ LD HeTewLD O)F 1i1g 6V
Sewwenwd ClF IS [HHEGLD Hereny ClFISIL 60 CousndT(RID. (3)HeW6T 6usiTEH6UIT,
‘@eiTerT QFUISTDT PMISHBH6V 6T [HTEST
BeTeTwid CF gl afl_sv0”
(@meir srewr - 314)
ST GDeT auifl 2 _ewiiSg1HsTpri. Gogid HHpedpuTaTs),
“OYTEEsT PDDD PS5BS
9 HaT CLmHEE Hlerm”
Bapiv Hpepsom - 5: 8)

6T Fn MMTEV, Fl(Haulg allTeV PSTYIDTTE) Y THHOTFHI YDHMeWeL S LPGGHI L6 H6usnIsHEH | (H6T
CFIIS BHeTewL ClGTTL_UTTSH (F)ewMaUST HHPIMTT 6TTLMS 6T(HHGHIHHTL (HSITMS].

Wy ayey

ueTefl(h  S(HULPHMBET wFeu FOWHMS eUaTTHSHD, @ewm usSullener CEeTBIsF

OFieug| L (HLOEVSVTLOY Fepdhdhdlenest GobLI(hEHSIUSNBTRT BNk (HHSHIHHET 2 _6TeaTL_dhalUSTH
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YDLSISTDGI. LisiTallh FlHeomosT wellgemr EBBILILBSSISSTDET, WPeDUILIBHSSISSTHET, M
SHTUISHIOWTET UTLPEHMS (LpewMeHE@ allsFlhslsrmer. CoumiLir(hser wewmha PHew GHrers]
PHOISLOTSH OTLILISTLRSSTDET. QUTLPSHENSE 6TETLIG! LOTUILD 6T6TLIGILD, LO6YSH QUTLPHENS FI6dTLILD
BlewDHSEH 6THTUZID F(Hpswm&Her ST (R0 ClaTerewns, wefls @erssin@s Fwwib Cuflgib
LweTUL GausnT(RID 6TID | (HBISHSMS LT BH(HLpswmaH6T ausdlujmisHsHSTneT. (3)sVsVmLd
6TeTLIG H60T Gpewausemer WL (HID HHEHBV CEHTETMTION HMOTHFH HS6GT QUTLPSN: S G LD
LWSTUEDUIGWTS  SeDLoujid 20 Qg mes(h Clppilewwi vesTesf B B Lpe»DSHsir
T(HS51HHTL_(hHermesr. Cspib, Heofl weslls uHsd, o uillisefl_Galsv ey CFepSHgHeugi,
2 gallPb weTliurkE, all(hbCHTOLL LML, SLewwwjeiiey, Uswile, wesflsEGhuwd, wHMILD
Fhgleudh GEmerens GureTn LVGuM surpalluied GpMlsemar 2 ererTL G WGHTS HbLpHeTment.
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