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Abstract: Bama is a pioneer who took Dalit Feminist theory and the aesthetics of the oppressed people to a
global level within the landscape of Tamil literature. This article subjects Bama's life history, her literary
journey, and her social activism to a comprehensive study. Born as Faustina Mary Fatima Rani, Bama—as a
Dalit Christian woman—nhas used her works to place the caste and gender oppression she faced before the
conscience of society.

While her novel Karukku begins as an individual’s history, it evolves into a ‘Testimonio’ depicting the
collective trauma of a community. In the novel Sangati, Bama records the labor of Dalit women, their
resistance against violence, and their culture of rebellion. The novel Vanmam courageously explores the sub-
sectarian conflicts existing within Dalit communities. Bama’s linguistic style transcended the grammatical
boundaries of traditional Tamil, gaining literary recognition for the regional dialects and profanities of
marginalized people. This article provides a detailed perspective on power, resistance, language, and social
change as reflected in her works.
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£ umwrellsr LewL L1FHEHLd ClFwevLIT(HID:
s aflfleurer 604 GlLicwsTeRiWw Yy u1a]
T9|.@)marwigT T, WewesTeuir LIL L QpuieuTeri, Srfleri senevds 6oVl (Heresrmi_ &),
GLuGSHTewTLD,
2uypewssreoui &. 9 erwesstl, @swewt CuyrTAflwi, Hrfleri sensvdbssvspri] (Hesrermi o),
GLuGSHTewTLD,
1. 9puied &maa (Abstract)
SO @evdsdws Lirtiied el Gluewmentliidg CariurenpLwb, pRSSLILL L 1b&HSH6T 6T HLpslutensvu|d
2 svsarrailw FHuley Carant@h) CFsiTmeuiseaflsy (pHeTewbwTeTouT LTLT. @)&HSL(Rewr, UTLTaIT
QUTLPHENS UTVITHEMMULD, Bjeu(HeDL W @)VESEIWL LILERTSS WD, FepsHd ClFweOLIT(HHemarud sp(h
PURSOLWTET Yliie)dhE 2 L LBSSHISIMGI. LUTDT sTedTenid Lmewigerm Gl urTgg T rrewfl, om 5605
FPlGHauls ClLewTentTad STedr THT6ETIL. Frihw wHMID LTl @b LPDDEHM6TSH  H6THI
uewL LIy&eflesr suruileorsd Fepsdglesr weteFrl fle@ weTuTd ensugglstermi.! Gleumenw '&mdbe'
BTeUsY @ SHevflpUMET sureTHTHSG CHTLBISIOTTID, G R(H FPasdHHleT gl B uTsSllienusd
AgsMe@n 'srifuwrs' (Testimonio) o wUGLMIADE.S 'Fhisd) Breusdsy Hedls CuewTseflsr
2 _eWIPLIL, SUSTPEWMEHEG 6THTTesT THITLIL HMID HeuTHeTledT HVBH HOTFFTTLD YdSlWIeUNEHD LITLOT
ugley QaFigsirermi.5 ‘susstod’ Breusy HeOlG FepsBIEERSGHT @)HEGL 2 L Lifle) Gursesemers
glewlldaeors yrmiusling).” urwreallsst GwrflbenL, urrbufwg Sl F)svbasewT surbLjsener 5D,
aflaflibyBlewsy  wdsafledt eul L Tr eupd@GoHenerud, suFeyd OGFrmoHeweryd @evdslw GrHwrs
BEEMEsd CFSg.Y @il (Hewr SeumemLw L Liysefled Geueflliu@®id HBlsTrid, erHlitiLy,
Glmfl wpmId Feps WTHPD GOlGs allfleuTear UTTEmaITDW QIPEHIGHDS).
2. yaHwg QFrpasar (Keywords)
$60% Glueptemflwib, UTWLT, &HEHG, FhisFl, eueTwod, FTrHl uTGUTH, 6T HYSISTTD, FpssF
QFweour®, 21" Lfley Curasvssr, slMlss6us5 F(HIFemL.
3. ysriwr: H6d% Gevadlwisbler blu Hesan)
@Qbslwg Feps ewwliLiled FTH eTedTLG R(h SIS GS OCaflwurs FaTrs Fmsledwrsi
UL ipgisiteng. @bss sFhisledullsst Uligullsy AsLulmab@o aleflibyBlensy wasaflsit  susdlaemeruib,
Seuiseflest BEerwFfswwuyd LFey GFeugsresr $60ls BevsbSwGsleit Sjglitiewr. ChrEsid.’ Hdlp
@evssu sursorhmflsd 1990-sens @ LIne 5605 Gavdsun @@ QLD LTiIFFmRE Fbisss. @)bs
wrHmssler eowwliysrallwrass Sapbseui urwr. 1958-60 Lphs urwr, Herg PHL LeDL LILITET

'%Hdb &' epsvld SO @)evdbdlwsSler Halwed Cariur@semer WwHMleiwTs wrHmwenwdgsri.
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urwraileit eT(WPsHISH6T Glamid SHDHLHST HeV6V;, Jeweu euHewL W 6FTHS euTLpdhensulled b,
UGB W Fapsd JYiualds eureorhmis siwrsisefladlBhbgin sapepBssmar.’ @ CumTmTTs,
QM S05HTEH, @ HPGSurTs Seui ergliGsrenr  wliufloresr @O&Gwswnssmear (Triple
Oppression) eumenLw usvL Liysst e mLuwrs alleuflslerper.!! sevalluiler eped Flarrid
Cumisugy, wEH BmieueThISEHSGHHT Blevayld CuUTOlhSHaTdemed FrHeug|, ClUaHerlsr 2 L 0 Fribhs
S rFweneors Gudreug etest LT Ta6T GFWLLITHSHST LIV Gerhisaflsy allflbgesrarsr.2

4. urwraller aurpsams eursvTmI: JigCauisEpd oL wirard CHLPILD

urom, 1958 oy gyewr®) wrid wrsh 14 b Csd HOlpBTL 96T ail(HHIBSET WTeuL L SHl60 2 erer
Guh@l ysliul iy stesrm Slrmwsslsy LIiphsri.2 @sumenw Guneuwi ursvgesrm Gofl Lirdglior
rrenfl.! Qeut 5605 Fupssslar on diflarar umpwi Fyssmss Coibsai. GamaoLw sbhos
HOFTTH @) HFlw rremieuddlsd Lewilyflbgeur, srit GlFuevglwibior.2

4.1 g@wur sTaraniujh OBTL&sd ST &THHbIsSEHLD

urwrellst $hews TTamUSSIV @) BHHSSHTV, auHdhE GlauaflBrBser wHMD LIp wrHlenISefsr
QBT B)(HHESHI. OUT HWSHET, BTLHBIHET LOHMID LITL VHET 6T(PSHID D T6uid 6o TesdTL_6urTs
afleriidlesrri.'® @)g uTwralsr @evsslw Yy iaussn@ @ OsTLGsliysralluTs Hewwbabgl. LTwTelssT
SjevTenTeir el ClBengLeT R LsPEUHD H6ld HYPEHITHD TWSSTNTTSD FlHpboaui. jauGr
UTLWTeneud CGTLFFFTS 6TIPSHSH SIevTig eui.2

urwrellst wperGermiger Qbg w5550 Mbg HPSs05IHE, WrPluaITseT. GaIhdLW STHST R
afleusTwg Gsrfleoreflwrsts ussflwrHdlweur.?2 blgseusdne wrlw Ungh Frdwd urgur®
SUTHWETS CGTLTHBHGI 6TOHTLIGISTET SFLILITEOT 2 _60T6NLD. LITLDT H63TgHl HImogsled Blevalw Fralw
DS GYemnsmerd  AnauwHCCw  seaw®  eweriBSTH.  @eumewLw  uTilg 2 wiFrsl
pleotiilrydaseflesr suwsvseafley Geusmev GlFiigeui. eui uTwrall b, "BrD STHHS FTH, 6uiser
2 Wihg Frdl, SeuiseEhmLw QUTHL &Hemersd CGTL ddn L 1g" sterm ergFMlurt. 8 @Gasenasw Crig

SsnILIeuBIGH6T LITLTaile aTdlsd Frdl Gnldbs 9y rer Caerallasener sripliLiler.

afleuyip uTT GSSd5 BT BT
@ upelLIwiT ursvigesrr Guoifl Lrgglom grest !

YewestolLiwit Ui 15

Umbg oeri GuhGl sl iy, allBgIbaT wreul L 1b 2

FeLpsL Lﬂsﬁrmmﬂgaﬂg APSseut (LswpwIT Fepssib) 2

CupGomi FHDFTTE - GFLIVSWDLOT 2

o L aTlImBCESTT |rreh Qaengivsir (o)sistemresr) 2
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Hevall oSl Gesdlwsslsd Hisme wHmIh pAflwi Lulhd 1

4.2 sevaflujib CeuswsvaumuiL]ip

urr gergl SrrwssCaCuw 9y ribus sevalemwl uullarmri. Faps pHdE Do hHa HLiLEsd
Hevall peTEm sulfl eTeiTLENS Youi 2 ewrTHsTi.10 geui Y miEley @eVEHWSGF D pHIBeWeVLT LIL L 1D
Qupmmri. Uleitesti sTemiplt GlewT & Lphews s Ehd &L Luilhmiailsid Crrdhdlsd o fAflwrTasl uewflwThmnd
CprLmiSlerTi.2 H0eTdE SHTVGS0 Sram i LHMID H6T60 BlirTer HHACWTMeT 6TIPSHHISHHET Hjsurt
1551 QUBD TéE5m% aThLBSS .2

S. WD uTpayd Feps Y HLIdujid

UTLT 651 DT (Hs6r 5dh8HTellEEd Hetresflwmevgflwrsl ussflwurHmlesrTi.2 sfewlp sTeflwieurseEhd G,
2 ga1 Gaien (b, FTHUHD RH FL05SI 2 VMas FPssassler afiGu o GaTss igujb sTeaTn
S|eulr BLOLIGSTTI.2 QLeaTmey, SHedTesilwii L SHD@SH6T Biewphs LING Sjeur sHer sridser wphmleid
wrpreteval. 9BICs Hs SPsSsauTsensblassrn sSeflliuwind ewwbissT @)HHSOT. 2 wWiFTd
sersflwrsvglilser 5605 Gbessmeryn yAfuissmeryn Gifloms bLdglemsds sam® i
BT FFwenL_bgmi.2

BHFFDUSGET Blevayld Fralw HYFETrSemsHd HeT(H wetd Gleug il urwr, 9bHs euTpailsdmbsi
OeueflGuwm wpigey QFiisTi. "ENsaiailer QLWTTE BL_dhEL @)bHF FTeadTL_60H6f6) 6THTOTT6) LikiEh6ILIMD
QPYWTE” STHTD (P1aEG b Sjeut, 1992 b gan® setallwi vl mbg Qe Guplermi. 0
Qs  CeueflGuphmid  eumes@GLl Curmertgry FHwrasls Gu@p Arvmisemerds G&THSSTID,
wergaraily @ CUGD alGgmaow yolsss. Qbss GYlogrear ai Ha15 waralsdlsman
i@ eufurs '&[Hdb &' Breusnsy eT(pHd O\GTLBiIglesrmi. 4

6. '5ma5a&": P Fopss FTL HwSIH)6T 2 (HoUTHSLD

1992-¢v Qeuafllwrer 's®msbe', W) @evsdlws uriiiley @ GUEpL ySliemeu THUBSHWSHI. @)%
urwreilst swFfleng Breusvr@d. 1 ey, @evEdlw ailwisFsiser @)semet sph HesflbLledT sureLTMTS
W B UTTEST, @h OSSLULL  Fupssdlear L (B eursormrs (Collective Biography)
EGENEG O

6.1 sewevriNer @mufi iguisv

'B(HEH@G eTTD OlFTONIGGHL LemeT gemeouilst G)HUDUPLD @)HEBEGHD FnTeDIOWITET (LPL H6T 6T6ITM)
Curmer.'* LemeT QPameVedW HMIHGHLEUTH % wEsafle) SrwBIGemar DHUBSGSHID. LTLWTe6T
UTLPHEDSH SYILIMIBISEHLD Y SHDHW HTLBIKDET THUBSS WDUSTET. 9EF FLowid, 'H|Hb@ eTerLg]
ygw @ (Embryo/Seed) o maureusmsun @plégn.® adsallflpbs 9m;m ydw  ailifliyemrie)

UnliuensCuw B)GHemeVliL 2 60T &gIS M) .
urwrGeu '&MHdb @' werenswruley @)iLigd GOILURSpri:
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"sTehT uTphensuiler L plenasarlsd BLbs BlBDa ST, seTmear 'shsE@ CuTe SMISF QTS0 Abs
DEUSBBET; BB BT FeLpdhds HL_ L eWLOLIL|HET 6T6Temerr Y mwreniouilsy geirerflesr”.4

6.2 Hmaaenuullsr ifsrer afloiaerib

'sHB&'  Breusdler ewWOGUTHET HPlhseud HmIFmUBGHET Bleveylh FTHw LTGUTLTELD.2
Fh UGG CUTHEHEGD HLD, HewL Ppenmulls) GH6dld LohBem6T 6TLILIG 38155 DeUSHH MG 6THTLIENS
LT BT THIEERL 6T BmieySnmi. Cxeursvwniseaflsy 6058156054 GHS H6vfl @)L_RBiser aidEaliu(heug,
SeursEerled FLBIGHT Lndbsemidbsiiuheug s slpdsemuullesr Gured YoHsmasd Hlldhgd
ST RS mri.d

HPlsHeuds Hevall BlmeuaThisallsd H60ldh  GLHMSHET THTCBTETEHL HjeulDTOTRIHEWET F)iLigds
GOILNRE i

"BTHIGET suplweuTas eTeTLISTEY L (HLosV6V, HeOlGHIB6T 6TOTLISTE) 6ThIS6N6T Heval  eumiiliLdsir
LMIGSLLL L T 6V6Vg CHe0ldh@siTarmdalinil L evr.2

6.3 ssvallujb swwfuwTensujd

LITLOTEYdE H|6U(HEDL_LI S{6WTeRT6I JTTE GlE6TSHL06T supBIFw Mleyenr Hreusdlsy e (LpdasluILoresTd):
"BTID STPHS FrIWTHL LDbE (HoHHTD, HesTred Hevallulledr eLpsUD BT WTHBGHD FeDeThdHeuTdssir
DYV sTeTLIDS BlemLildds 1piqu|id. LigiLHTer HiowewLw @G pujgin"."0

Qb 2 $GeusG LTwTewsy @h ANWTTHYLD TIPSSTOaTTTHLD LTHBlWSEI. 'SHESG BTeusdlsy jeui
BNG) SV LTSS FhlHs HeDLBMETU|ID, SjUDEHNH Ui 6TLILIGS HL[bFI QUBSTIT 6TEITLIENS LD
aflfleurs s Gudwerermi. 14

6.4 s Auwb (Testimonio) srsirm aungeauid

UrGuomrg Gsx. prwi Curerm mMlepissT 'Hhob@ Breuswe 'GlsvigCuresflGur' (Testimonio) srsirm
Qevsdlw suswasuilardip susmasliLBSgislsTneTi.d @)g bber H6wifless BTHSNL 2 (HeuTer s
®svsASlw eugeuid. @)LV eTIpGILIMNT HerTgl CFTHSH HewHWIF GFTVNIDEUTFI, 9B 2(H RLHOLTSHS
PMOEHUILL L FPsHSSleT GHrevrs wrmiEnsl.3 'smdb@' Breusdlsv umwr 'Breir () sreorn GaFTsvemsvL
vweTu@dgiauens all 'Brussr (We) steorm QaFrsvswevls LiwesTLBSSHImSCW HFlED allHoLySmmi.

OB S|oUHEVL_W HWHEMW (h FPHEHH6H HEHHWITSH LT HMIH DG4

Breusdler QybFd  |aflerdaid

Qs aens swsfleng | #ri_dfwib (Testimonio) 3

LW HHLCLITWET|Fr4), g id whmid ssvelullsr @i ufsorear Guorse 9

Corfipen oo sl (Dalit Dialect) 2

poalw allisard | Afssas #masauuisr srdu Gumd e, 4
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BTG 56018 ClLiesTemilw el fliLevTiey !

7.'smisd)": 5605 CussTHafler 6THTLIL] LHMID HVTFFTTLD
1994 o0 et Qeusfllwrer 'gFhisgl', uTwralst @ redrimoug wWohaEwl uswLLUTE.'® 'Fhisg)
6TeTMTe) CFUISEHT VUL BloLpeyser eTeiTmy ClUTHET. @)a1 spp Lrrbufw Breuswsvs GuUTsVS
QBT &5, aueTiTdd, (1plyey sTedim &L L swwlienuds 6l&sTeanTiy hhsallsVemev. WTMTS, L Gluearseflst
aurpsemaswledlmbal eThGsLiul L Amy Amy Fbususisefler QsT@liLrs @51 swwhbglsTerg).d
7.1 3608 Quenrswilwg Carur® (Dalit Feminism)
H6915 GCluevTewstlwid sTedTLIg CUITgeurss GlLesTenilwgHedlhHg Geumyi’ L gi. Glurgsurest GLievsTesslwib
Cu@mbuTD Cssl B 9 VVg BHSHST auishsll bussaseaflsr LrFflenerssnearts GUkD. I aTmed H605%
Cuestser '#rdl' wHMID 'LUTedeTd' YSw FreavTH UsEBIGTTYID PHSBLILGSIDTIST.S @)Hemevr
urwr '@l swL ®%a@ws»n' (Double Oppression) stesrm ojewwpdHmmi.5
umwr @ CoiaTentedled @)ILigd Fn ST
"2_euEleVI6Ter HWETEHEILI GLISTHEHLD G)TeRTLTD SHTdh &Ly LobBETSTIT. eTTed H60H OIS E1hd G,
@bsl Lrgflewer @estanid Hailrwrersl. auiseaflsr $60ld DL ILTATLD H6UiT S EhdbEHS H6f15EI6LDT6esT
AdbH0Hmard %S mag". 13
7.2 cpssTmi Hemevpen L ClLIwT &H6iT
'smisg) BTeusdlsy et HeweVpewML CusTsefstr eurpdhems alleuflssliLhEDgl. Geusrenearwibior
slpall  Ws0 GeTewpw  SmOWsmDL  ClURITHET  euewdy  euiHsT  6TLLIGEF  FTHemwiuld
D)W TS S EHMBUILD 6THTO\HTTH MTTSH6T 6TEdTLIENS LITLOT STL_ (M.

o 2 empuy: % OluaTHsT BlVwHD Fnelld CBTHVTOTIHETTS 6UWIVHETI)  FHlg6UTLOTS

2 wSEMTiser. Bleowmhs Silidlesflurs @BhsTeId Seuiser euwedlsy @ellhg Geusmsv

ClFiw Geuewrigw &L L TwGHleV 2 sirerevri.’

o cuarupsmm: efyH@er SewreuesreYid, Gleuaflulled o WITFTH  YBTHOTTEID  HeuTsHeT
QUST (PO &HETOTTEHSLILBHEDTISST. Wrflwibor TeaTn SSTUTSSTSHNEG BLEGD b
QsHG 2 Aphs 2 Frrewd.®

o arFliLIy: 3)S5HWET FIWTBIEEHS G, WSS UNID H60l% CLITHST FBISHETIIT B6VBDS &HEVTFF T Hl6oT
CLPSVLD BB ETTHMS 6TH THH DT TH6T. Sjeuismseflesr CLFH:, HL T LOPHMILD HENHFFeHU Yk WisHe
§2(1h UEMGE WITET 6T TLIL| (LpewMEHETTH S 2 siTemesr. 2

7.3 wrfwibor wMMILD swLodEHeuTent): LTS LI 151" Fujid

wrfwibwr erm @erb@uesr o wierd Beoriryalsr LTedlues STl aid@ o sTerTémTi. oyaTTe,
bpS SUMIGETS TMWDTEHEGCS 2arill LEHFTWSID SavTLemar auypnslubGang.?! "gas Hroi
SUMIHET QFUISTID j6usT SLLNGSH allHeuTeit, DeTTeD GILIGHT H|L GHWTHOLD BTERTLOTSHLD &) (HHS
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Gouar(Hd"  6TdTMI  LIEHFTWSHGIS Heweveum (BT Lmeww) dwmmdpri.2!  @)bsd Fbusud  Hedls
FWPBSIDGETEHLD BleVa| 1D YeWITI 5SS F119SSTHSDS)-

B)STRISTT(H LISHID DLOSHHETRT 6T HSTUTSHITID, GHOUSSIST aIpIdWsESETHS FnlauwslGaGu
Couemevd@gd ClFVLFEMTET. BjeusT FHeorg 2 ewLPLILileT cLpsVLd &HBLLIGMSH HTHIGS DT6T. H6dld ClLIevTs 6T
Ceumid UTHESEILIL L euisHsT L (HLOVEY, DeUTHET HBIG6T UTLHHMBMUIS SHTBISEET 611G OUEMLOS G LD
MMV Ol TETL 61 THET 6TETLISNS LITLOT ()6 as6iT cLpsvLd Blmyeylmmi.6

7.4 Qumif) wHMIb auFeyd QFTmaseir

'‘smisgl  Breusdlsy umwr  uweTuBSSwerar  GQwrfl  lseyb Y Ceauswrargl. He0ld  CUeTHST
vweTUBSSHID euFeyd Cermassmer (Slang) oeuir UL CW LweTURSSwererTi. @& LIV
@ svsAlweurlasertsy afloirfEsliul L gl @sD@ uTwT Syeaflds Lglsy Llsayb (pdhSWLTaTS!:

"9y dFmeuctt CougMILTOTTEY BV euTTHWBUND GCLFEUTD, BjlqLIL L QUEIT 6TETET  6UTT M UileD
GUHUTEIT? 6THIG EHd G uFa|F CIFTHSHETHTET SNHHTLIL| Y uHLD" 22

@)hs CQuwryl oL (ewm, HLOPL L Lifeslsy @ ybw 'Guent Gwrfleow’ (Female Language)
2 (HEUTHE W 6TETF).

8. 'susirwoid’: 2 1 11Mey CurmHsvasEpd rdluisd HiaysenLd

2002 gyib et GCleustflwimest 'susstiotd’, LTTaNST 6T(PSHSHILI LIWIHTEHSI6V (5 PSITFAWTET HL_ L GemdHd
sTLQFME.” wHm  H0lG  Breusvssr  CQuUpbUTID  H60H  SVITHUTHEMT  BH6eOldgId6T
BEsLLRmSBL CLFD. Y aTTeL 'suetTiod', H6d% FepmhnhishEhd@Ger Bleveayh '2 1 Lilifla) Curgsssmear'
(Intra-caste conflicts) Wsg gemfldForsts Cuadmg.”

8.1 wusirari - MW CLorgev

@)bpTeusd ST UL 1g sreirm ArminsHd BLILSTESS ASsNEsrT Herarg). oEGs aureg LisTeri
wHmb uspwi PSw @)@ FpsniIEEhdsE @)L Guw Blveyh LmECw semsuilst &@m.8 LeTaTTHsT
Clu@BLUTYID @)bgI WHHMSUD, LdDWITEST SHlssa WHsmsuD UsTupDILQITHETTS o 6eTeri.’
Qbp wg CouniuT@d, PHheusHT il PMHeuiT 2 wibseui sTern Frylur EeTTLTEIID Sjeuissmer Goms
all QFeTmevr.

8.2 9 Fldad Fhadlamaller @ psd

H60l% L&GEHET HBIGHEHBGH6T IlyhH5ISH6sTeTousHGHL LlstTearewflullsy o wiard prwssiseflsr @pss
@) wliusng Lrwr SUULILBSGHBEDTT. Brwssiser wHMID BTLTIGET $60l6 WwohHeflen_Guwi Blevib
wHmib sttt UlrFfenensenars L HS  grewrgealBSlpTissr.  HedlGgiser  pedTmi
Caipgall L mev smisafler sy uBlGumiaiBid sTeTn jeuiser ehaasmrissr. "LiiflgsrenLn
GLpFA" cpevid B|euTH6T H60581%6T6T 2 _wIpLienLIF FTeT(HS M Tiser.”
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