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ABSTRACT

This article explores the advanced metallurgical knowledge and technological prowess of the ancient Tamils
during the Sangam period. By synthesizing evidence from classical Sangam literature—such as Tolkappiyam,
Purananuru, and Akananuru—with modern archaeological findings from sites like Adichanallur, Kodumanal,
and Mayiladumparai, the study demonstrates that Tamils were pioneers in metalworking. The research details
the extraction and processing of various metals including gold, silver, copper, and iron, highlighting the
sophisticated techniques used to create tools, weapons, and intricate jewelry. Notably, the article cites
archaeological evidence dating iron usage in Tamil Nadu back to 3345 BCE, suggesting that the Tamils were
among the first in the world to enter the Iron Age and master the production of high-quality steel and specialized

"Beta Bronze".
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FBIBH HTVHSH6V 2_Gevrsalluwisy ClTLflevBIL LD

Tyswereui 9y,.0mwxCanray, 2 gsailt CGurTdfwir, sUPdSHmD, eThs 2 wi CGTlevmIL L1
wlmisuerrid, sPILILIL (BT, GlFsiTemesr — 603103.

uieyF Fmaaxid (Abstract)

@ssLHewr Fhs STVl UphsLilpiseflsst Guobul L o Geursalwisy ypleweuuyd, CBTLHlOBIL Lid
Fpeweruyd yrmislingl. QgrevsTiilud, ypbrepyrn wHmid Hsbreprm Curern GlFsualwis) Fhis
@levsFgF FreTmIBEHLET , YBlFFBOYTT, OGlETEHwewTed wHMID wulloT@oursmn  CureTm
Q)L_misefledlHHg sevTLpPlwtin’ L pefar 615Tsvedlish HasT(HLIL|SeNT (HBISeHERTLILISET CLpsvLDd |
2 Gours  GeusmevliLirBasaflsy  SLOPTHET (PTCRTTIYHETTHS BlBPHEOTT  6TiTLIMDS Qb Iy li6y
QuiitiéAlng). Smisbd, Geusteafl, G wHmd @)@y 2 srefll L. LLGaum 2 CeurTsmisemers
NN$60s0sH60 LHMID LUSHLUBSSHIGD GDSS elleurhisemer eupmiGld @)dbs Hewr , &@mallssr,
LDL_5%HallssT MHMID BHISDIGHHLTET HNIHVSTHMET 2 (HauThsll LweTUBSSIUL L ) SlheTer
BILLIBISew6T (peiTertlensVlIL(hGSISIDGI. GUILuUTsE, SOpHTL 1960 @)moLiler Lwestur® &.wp. 3345-9yb
960714 BB @) (BHHSMHEBTET ClHTVW FTTNISWET B)HsL HewT &L 19shsTL (HSIDGI. @)H6T cLpevid,
2 HCCW WH6T P60V @) (HLOLGHTVSBD HTVLISIGHaUTHeM6D FLOIPTHEOHLD L BIGeuT 6T6TLGID,
2 wWigy eloe@ wHmMIb 'FlLm Qeuswrssvn' (Beta Bronze) swrfliley oeuiser mlyemrsgieun

CUD M (HHSHETT 6TETLIZILD L{OSTTHDIBI.
smevFClFrmast (Keywords)

smis srevld (Sangam Period), = Gevrsaillwsv (Metallurgy), @ mibyssrevn (Iron Age), sl
esrflevp i (Tamil Technology), wuesstewLw o HEE Hswev (Ancient Smelting), Gsrsvsvesr
(Blacksmith), <ygldamevspri  (Adichanallur), Gasr@hwswrsv (Kodumanal), ered@ o muggl (Steel
Production), #iis @svsaslwin (Sangam Literature), Gumrssr syewflssvsitasst (Gold Jewelry), Glsussirasv

suriiiy (Bronze Casting), Ggmsvedlwsv (Archaeology).

(P STEID T

@)L, SBIHD, Geusrefl, Geussrssn wWHMID Llssemear CUraTmenea 2 GUTHBISHET 9 ELD.
2 Goursbisenears Csmenrly, Lfldg, 2 (Hdhd), LOGM LWSTUTHSEHSSTHL LILSTUBSSHID Bl LIBI%H6T
upmlw 9Mlexliwisv 2 Gevrsalluisv 6TeaT 1L (LD, o Geursmigarlesr 9 Mlailwev LHmILD
QarflvmI’ LGCHT(HS CGTL TLewL wg 2 Cevrsalluisy eTaTmID gnmiaui.

2 Gerasmisdr upPw yPaflwensvd FmiIss SOWT YD HBEHHBHOTT TOTF FHRISBHTVF

FTSTMIHE@HL ST R)haL Hewy Yprmwiriul (Herarg).

2 CeVTaHBIHETI6T 66»HIHET
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2 Goursnhisamers Holisgs 2 Crasd (smshd), sy 2 Cewrswn (GFly + Geustafl =

GleuaisTH6VID) 6T6TMI @) (HeuewsWTaL1 Lifldse0TLD.
2 GeurssHlem LisisrL]

01. 2 Geur&id LeVLD sumiiIhBHG).

02. L6eTLIOTS: @D SH6TemLD GlHTEsTL F).

03. B TSHTEWLD UTIUIHDHII.

04. OSTFTTEHMBH HL5DHh Fnlq U]

05. 3&L_T% LTHDETn g UIG).

06. sLwTe B L & nlquig).

07. QeuliLigewSs STBISI FnlqUIED6EY.

08. 2w GeuliLiBlemsv, 2 (h&Blewev Gl%TesTL 6M6M.

FRIBHTVSSH6V 2 Csvrasalluisy QsTfevmiL Litb

SUPT 2 BVTsd BTgIbsmans Sl Blhgl, jeupedn Clailly shssEa|b, HauHOD 2 (HoaIL
P50sMEsan, NN5050585 o Guraeismars Qsrar® smalssr, oeflEaarasT, ahirbser,
vwetur B0 QUITHL&6r, LemL daseVniIssT GuTsTnauHenm 2 MuGHF GFuiweyd HBHSHHSETT.
Golliurs, @by, smisb, GeusTefl, Gauassvd wHMID Lhsemer Curen 2 GTHBISDOT jouiT

6W & LI T6UOTL_6OT T
Qs rsva Tl
@G®Lujib euTEHLD BTATCHTIT 6T
LD L WEHLD JewilflenF WdEHLPEhI HL_G)F -6l Tev.Lmds.69
HemenTujo CausPid gHiswenTwym Gomiirgge0n
QFerm 2 ullflsr Bleorm wirdens
Doplevp Sewrr pBlewev aHClwTh
@purm ul LpmAmi NearCm. -Csmev.|md.71
saflmEWT®H ULl L Cabsener 9L L Ceubger

urGarmic 9B\ YyLewevu|Ld. -GS TeV. LM d>.72
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Qarevsriwi eurer, Causv, HewenT CUTTD LML GHHallsemearts LuHMlds GO Berarmi.
@bl LewLSaseveTassT GFinuliug’ L o Cersid e1gl stetTug UDPlw GO  (F)Lemev. Dy esTT6L
2 Goursmisst upplw  Gollyssr @S0 srewrliuBEleTmer. @)ser  cpsvd  Hdlpiler o Gevrasi
LweTUTL L SyPlw wigATns.

2 Govrasip (Quimesr)

uhsLli wensvulled(hbs GlLrsTenst wrenesTuilledT HbhHbemsd: OlhTenT® CHrevsriy 6T(HdSHETT 6T6HTM
Qeiigleww 9sBTOTN (9a0.282:1-10) go miSeiTm ).

FHISHETOVS ST Glumssr, Geusiteafll G AweuNmred SsHlw enflEesiTser GClFIaFD susLeVoUT
e, 9| 690718560657 5 (615 &5 (& Tt GLTesTem6OT QunenswTss STWG)ID, gl diul (g

STWSTSSLLBUSILD 6T6wT ) (HoUHBWITHF Fi_ L L1l (heTerg.
OO UTeT CehSpdgl WHsT CQFsTmritiu—uif.21:18
OB allenerd @ewpullet ehrevd Feubgs—Lim.12:87

waeflt i GleTn], 9L U@ D HrFHL ClLTeTenaT ewllbgisTereri. OTraFisTedls) ewflbsHbs
ofrssaren speraflw GQurMlsst GUTMSs 2 (Heursasliul (herergl. S rFfler LeuTasr GClLTesiTesTTed
2 (HeurHELILIL (HsTeresr. @)&eiT  cpeUD  YTFHEOIGTN  eulgeuewEHLILIL L. Sjewllaer  GlLimesr

QBTIPleVBIL LIGH6HT 2 _FFioTs allarmidlest eTerr mlwisOTLD.
PLTL YU 9 Panreurmlé sypnared -Lgl.34:2
GumevibLyessT Coubs T LIsVTSl6 VLDL—L1g).64:2

QuiTest jewila6ir evfl% (Hdh @ L (HLeVVTH| WTewsT CLITsiTD alleVnki % Ehd &L jewflwiliLil (HeTersst
(uglm.34:8).

Gleusirafl, GlFibLy, GleuessTaHevd, LidhsHemerr

2 V&M, UMETIIY Y dlwemer GleusiTaflwimsd GlFnwiLIL (h6TemssT 6TedTmID Lo6dTeuT 6T Foui GlFLbLIl6D
Crinutiul L g1 Gume 2 6iTergl eTedTmd FnmliLil (heTerer. @)Her cpevld Gleusitef], GlFibL], oy dlwensu

SLOPT&T euTpsHenssuiled @) (HbgHI6TaTeT 6T MW (LpLgHleSTD S
Qeusitaf] afl1ps06lsTIg CoeT HHLIL 2 _V&hemE—51D.286:1
T Flsv GsueaTaflF

@Tym) Ca&msv suswer —9ya10.142:19-17
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QFiby Gwermeirer GFuiam) QmbH eh Feui—CBH)Bsv.112

FEI%5 Bvdhdwg S0 @) (B HMID sTeo@hd C\HTIHeVBIL LID

FBIS BsEG CFTemds BrevseTTar 6T (HH6HTemes USHILTL (B YSlwensy (&)oL LHMILD
6Too @& GCIHTINVRIL LID @HDISSHID BT LISTLTBILD GHDIGSHID T Mlu|6iTemest.

GQumrssr, @)HLOOLITET, HHLOCILITET, HHBHTHI, B)(HIDL], 6Too@, ClETVEV6T, &[HEWLOd Gl&T6VEVEST,
2 M6V, 2_MVGHInL LD, 2_MVEEHN, SHI(hhH, allwFarnid, allwFsgmiaTnig HI(HHH), HHujsmev, sarg|
GMHmS, LI, GDOH, GMIHE CUTETD HMVF CFTDHHET FHIGHTRVSHH D @) HDEWL 2 (HdHL, 6TooHTH
wrHmib GHTley BewL_GLHMens 2 Mmid) GlFiislssTmeuT.

poPlenent 249-910 GFiiwyeflsy @)HLoewL LisTeneTLOTGS6T Sl Flewend Eihds @ LD, b 6V6w6sT6rsT LD
WISSIST LFDLWTET (RMVHEHHGL, OGeausrafllmw  @ewevseaflesr  BOHLIL@GS Ul  srewriiLi®Bb
BIOLHEhSGHD CLITETENST WISl BMIh STHEHEHSHGHL 2 QUHLWTHS  FnpLLL (RsTereT.
@) FCFZuledmHH @) Mmiby, Geusrafl, Gumrer g Hlweneu Hlpfler euTphenasullsy LwesTLL (HsiTaTsst
steirLIg) Clgeaflauraslmg.

@) pioLNeT ysiTesr &HEICHTL B LjsiTem T

Bvdg1 Ijeiresr LITFenev 9aHCHTMILD

Gleusirarl) 9ysiTesr aflarmiLleTii 6T L1LISST

CumeiTestlssr yyeiresr BMIHHTH 2 Hr. (BMH.249:1-4)
B)(HIbL|dEHETEVID

2 UBSHHT (1PHV HTVGL () (HLOLSHTEVD. @bH 2 VHHB6V (LPHEIT(LPHVTS (3)(HLOL|EHSBTEVSHHI6V
&TV ULSHaur HlpT eur. s er PpHedlsd @) Hbswuls LweTUBSSweur Hblipi. SLOPBTL 196D
H.1p.3345-9p10 Yy ewrigeL @) HidLileT LweTUTH @) BHSSTHS SOPBTL HS 6lFTsLedlwevgGIemMuievTi
2 migl CFigsteresti. @)sevriglient_ullsy CBrdh@GheluTws SLllpfler @)mbiler LwesTUT®H 6TedTLS
5370 gy swr@H\asair sT6iTLIG CHefleurSmg).

Q& mevsVT

B HLoewL 2 (KHH] 6TeaE TS IHMY] BHeWesrd GlaTer® Liw SHallsswerd CFIGsurenrd GlsTsveVT
6T WPSHBLILIL L T, @eurg) CSTiflDdgnt 1D 2 960 6T HWWPSSLILL L F). 2 MVEEN, HIHSHD,
Fow g, Ul L®L &SN CUTaTD FHiewenTd &Hallsepd @)BI& @) BhHsSer. CaterTent &mallser, Gurid

& (HevlE6T Yy FweaunHenm 2 (Heurd@EauGs @)eurgy) G\sTlevT@Lb.
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Cousv 2 (HouTSEES CaThHdHsHL 6lHTeVeVMeT &L eww. ST euellewd UTUIHS WEHEHEMETILEHL LI
Garevevestlesr 2 swevulley  GaETehgall QLfluyd  GFbbuillsy Ll® o @wElw @ @pblsr  Beor
B CILBliug) Mg Cumreitm CFIFls6r Gl TsvevleT Lswfleww aflard @aSmest.

@iy CF1CETed sTerd CHTSTMID -9 &510.72:6
Gousvauigsgids CesTHSHH60 CasrevevD@hd sLCar—min.312:2
&H(HBIDES CHETVVET ClFHBHLOTL 1g U
@) pioLy2_swor Fileyid 161 1L M@ N g—Lmip.21:7-8

BBy Csmifled LfleursTed % HEMOWITRTS: WHBEMETI[EDL W 6% T6VVET, H6T FIDLOL 1 UileHeT §pmhiss)
Cousrs 2 _meVEHE60l6T & IgESIDTET. bd 2 WeVEHMeVLT GLIT6V 61606» LOWITEITEUEIT T F6iT

ST dn mILILIL (DTS,
@\®bL] LwSTUBHGHBI HHEIHSHD 61d% Tev6V6T
allewFd gl o) Fn L CQor®h CuTh2_1b
2 MVGHHN | eiTesr susvsvTarsrSer—min.170:15-17
6Too@ HUWITTd %60

6Too@ 6T6TLIG| @ &HeVli 2 Geursid Y@ . @) B sTgIalled(hhg eTood SWTHlEHHE) 6T6TLG
@) renTLTiD BleweowIr@. @) (HIOL|L 6T STiLeT eTedTeid &l CFigsll LTy @)ser susdlewiou)ib
QUMOTIITS  SHOTEWWLD (&HBTDTSH SHOTeWWWLD Fn(hLD. LIBIGTH, Blbssy, euGeriquwid Gumedrm
HefBIGEHD CFidbsOLL B 6usDO(HIOLITERT 6T00@ 2 (HauThsLLBBING|. Geush 6eTeTaNID I U|FHHWD
6Too@ 6TeTEM GMILILIL st HLOlipi.

6Too@ 6T6eiTn 2 Geuraid Wlsey euedlewio eumiibsgl sTeoICM FBis @)VEHBIGZET InMIl6STMH6OT.

Bzpme,
9 HCuri
6Too@ allaTBIg HL dend LENWIST &T6esTSHHI—@&Hmib.198:5-6
spaflm Fewevws eToo@ e7bhdH—1m10.26:5
OB H)LgH6IT aleTds & dl6sTM6vT.

Too@eML 6TIfl6V BeVSHHI—510.116:9
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Too@&mI LOTHGT6T F)ewerbgimesr LBHS@Ww ~9sn.371:8
DY FBWIEM6U 6Too565T 2 M Flemwiu|id uedlewLoeDWI|LD Fon 1155 65T M6V
G&TVVT 2_ 66V FHATLD

QB TEVEVIT 2 W6VEB6ITLD 6TeTOl6uT6dTerT GlFWILLIT(HFHeWETd GlHTeRT(®H ClaTnI&HSITMST 6TTLINGF Fihids
BlevsFwmiseT T(hHSHIS Fnplujsitarest. wrTemest il GlLHEPFH ClBTVEIHT 2 _WeVGHATHSI6V &T6VT6V
Bl SIHHSH sTHwD Geusfal@Beugs CumTevayd FIHSHe STHDHTL 2 smevuilsh sTepd HLIGILITHSHsT
WlerLlesfls Ly ddfger Gureveyld &) pbger eTesTend GFiiglenw S BbTeTm (9%10.202:5-6) go miFletTm ).

Lsvsvemartl Lnmler LsvElenerd Fgemev
POEIG QPwsTml THHBHwTuTI OB HIHEICHTH
Bmivy 2ag) GBHBIFST BB B)wrCHH ~9)510.81:3-5
D EDFUT6V UTEHL HTHH 6T 2MFH|D 656V
aflenaairmi@ Cxhredlsr afmigL CepHlag -9)510.96:6-7
Gl& TeV6V 6T
@&MmE& 2mg) HH2 o 11 LG iallsr Qurmd) —9ai.202:5-6

ymmlev eurpd umiby Quid epFHall Bl Uwbg BOHBIS WSS GETVT 2arg)FleTn 2 smev

s @Gl CGumew 2_6Targ e 2 _auswliL(BHSSLILL (HeTard).

B)wrGaii sTERTH ST LIGeUTUI FDEHM

Qa&r®Heuml YHmId suTuIliL eumrsid

BVVTT BHHIE 2 51 Gl TevsvssT

g 2 WeVd @(HE T 2 6T 2 _ullidgl bt

BHBTET U([HBHND Y EhFSHID wrid -bm.125:1-5

QarsoaflsT @Lrar o eaulld Lupdss @ mbamus SriEsn QLTS saraPamrs O\5efsss

Goflr eweusbsgk Cumsv 2 1 @esflin GlFThaEeT sTedr GBEHFANG YMIHL eflbgsear stedTn CFIS wiTeL
Q& TeLsVT @) HLdeWLIS &6l T sweud @ ClFwensv Blul iy HleTmgi.

sTpmI CHTL HTHV IJib Harall

B)B1LCF 1 Qs TevsveiT Glousua Vs, Gz erlshs
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Gagmuir 1oL_6v Fsv HirCLmev -5m.133:8-10
GaMlev L' L i’ L @dlewrasst Gsmevevsit susdldbg @) wWH@G HiHSslewwrs Gursv GeuliLiors
Cu(peLpFFANL_ L 6¥T 6T6ITM)| S|BHTTM| FnMU|6TOTGI. SI(HHD 6T6dTLIG ClBTVEVT 2 eweVUilsD &mewTiiLI(hLD
PG UGHWTGLD.
UGV LI sullml Jjewioring Gl&TevsveT
allewFdh gl ouTnmI@ HIHSHuller Claninu 2 _ullyrs
CaETHBISSH WIS HwVw &BHOLd
&T6V HHLIL yeiTer —9|a10.224:2-5
FBIS BTV () (HIDL] 2_(Hd:85TEH6V

5100 o (hsEhdE PerearCr 2 BeuTasmIGHemar 2 (Hhed LITGSTBISET &Hallser GlFiig)sTearssi

B SO,

sUlpH5FH0  ClaTHwsnred, ppouri H@mmbasil, CuwsvFmiouspri, GLET, JHFFHOYTI,
ENLEEAYTIC) Gumedtm B)L_sigseflsv 2 GevrsLl Ulfldiy LHmILD 2 (hd@E  DpEWEVEHEIT
ST (DL g E& UL (HsiTarest. (R)H6T cpsVld HLPSHSSl6T @) (BDLd HTVSEL L SHmsb suswrwenm GlFuiiw

IR ETR

allgredlwensy sperplwid  eflarmioLiquiley 2000 oy er(hser LpswwTer oL 2 (HdhG

2 VST HesT(hLillg s LILL (hsiTaTsst.

wulleorGurenm steitenid @)L SFl0 BLSSOLL L spritalsy 70 G5 Ferd Glamessr
@) BIOLS HSBIB6T, @) (HIDL] eursiiEH6n HenT(HLlgdaliLl L er. @)Her srevd egmdhsry 4200 oy et ssr
6T6Td Fn LIRS MG,

AEINIT L 3

4g15CsL enL wraul L b QUuTrDusaTECaETL L sTeaTm HIminddlsv @) Hibydb 6\sTHFTemsV
IW&SLILL (HeTergl. )bl Ligglaseafle) CFLLTTeTSDSHET 6TeTm WPSHBLILIGID &) HLOL) 2 L LI L6V
BTSIHHET Blewmbd HMHBH6T HFlsearailsy alewL dahledrmerr.

@ oLy, aidlesflud, ew L resflwd CuUreTn STFHISH6T ySlHeraled @)bsd &mhHered HbHg
NAN$60sbEs0TD. @semertd ClaTellwsgenm 2 miFlubsslujererg). CFbyrrearsnaseaflsy B,

CeusflliBlmid steor Ffev BIMBIGT HYHSSHHHTH HTRMTLILIHSISTDOT. YeweubTerT (F)(HLoL] (LpHedli

BT GIHSH6M6IT cLPVLICILIT (KL H6T 6T6T M) Y WIGUTOTT Fon MISH]TTM6VTIT.
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@ pioys CBTL 1gH6T
ol Leugens Oariigquilsy OQFiwiu’ L. o Gurssms Hereugeus Gsriiguilsy @6
Goflrallggsrenei. @bs 2 Cevrs 2 HeH@ emevullsy 10-gb Cuhul L CHTL 1gH6T 2 6TareT. Sjemeu

2COIH peTm Gweawssiul B el 9w HHSIu LT @GearhsiLl HsTerer. &THDS
QFaSs] Seww cpl g 2 CUTHSHMSB 2 (hdh 5 WGTET6sTIT.

AFFF BT

B FFBOYPTHD  HlewLGaL6lUDD  OBTOOUTHL Sewens OCSTEHSHH UTTUIHEH —LITTEGLD
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01. www.tamilvu.org

02. www.wikipedia.org

03. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cbv_FQpulU&t=1041s
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