Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies E-ISSN 2456-5148
Volume 6 | Issue 01, May 2026 Online: www.ngmtamil.in

Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies
SATEHHAIWLD - 8TeUCHES LA ) aNHLD

@, Peer-Reviewed | @ Open Access | @ Crossref DOI &
Global Indexing | Google Scholar Impact Factor

Issue DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tirjts06012026
https://ngmtamil.in

Minor Deity Worship Traditions in the Novels of S. Ramakrishnan: An In-
depth Study

Santhanalakshmi G2, Dr J. Aruna‘®?,

'Part-Time Research scholar, Department of Tamil, Bishop Heber College (Autonomous A++), Affiliated to
Bharathidasan University, Trichy, Tamilnadu, India.

ORCid: https://orcid.org/0009-0009-3112-7796

*Research Guide, Assistant professor, Department of Tamil, Bishop Heber College (Autonomous A++),
Affiliated to Bharathidasan University, Trichy, Tamilnadu, India.

ORCid: https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4881-3164

*Correspondence: lakshmi2012dhivyasakthi@gmail.com.

Article Info
Received on 20-April-2026, Revised on 27-April-2026, Accepted on 28-April-2026, Published on 01-May-2026

ABSTRACT

“Do not reside in a village that lacks a temple” is a proverb deeply ingrained in Tamil tradition. People
hold a profound belief, viewing all the auspicious events in their lives as divine grace and their hardships
or ill-effects as divine wrath. This faith emerged during the dawn of human civilization from a primal fear
of nature; it later evolved into nature worship and, over time, progressed into the worship of minor and
major deities. Among rural folk, the worship of minor deities is intricately interwoven with their culture,
history, and social structure.

In the landscape of modern Tamil literature, S. Ramakrishnan—a leading contemporary writer—
meticulously records the soil, the people, and the beliefs of the Karisal (black soil) region in his novels.
This paper analyzes the methods of minor deity worship, rituals, beliefs, and their social backgrounds as
depicted in S. Ramakrishnan’s novels Thuyil, Sancharam, and Nimitham. Various dimensions, such as clan
deities (Kuladeivam), guardian deities, goddess worship, and beliefs in malevolent spirits, are explored in
detail through this study. Furthermore, this research establishes how folk deities serve as "Crisis Deities"
for the people and how the author reveals social truths through literary fiction..

KEYWORDS: Minor Deity, Sacrifice, Worship, Malevolent Spirit (Thurdevaidhai), Ancestors, Niraisooli (Pregnant
Goddess), Mermaid, Kanji Preparation (Porridge Olffering), Padayal (Offering), Clan Deity (Kuladeivam), S.

Ramakrishnan, Karisal Literature, Folklore, Magical Realism.
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