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ABSTRACT

This article examines the unprecedented occurrence of selecting characters with a commercial background
as the protagonists in Silappatikaram, the first epic composed in the Tamil literary tradition. The paper
highlights how the Jain religion, while using the epic Silappatikaram to give literary form to its philosophy,
simultaneously elevates the mercantile community—which heavily supported it socially and held immense
influence in contemporary society—to the prestigious position of leading the epic narrative. The
commercial dimension of Silappatikaram is uncovered by analyzing the intersections that trade maintained
with governance, religion, and philosophy within the epic. This study reveals how religion, philosophy, and
commerce functioned in harmonious tandem within the text to ensure their respective long-term stability.
Furthermore, through the references to trade in Silappatikaram, this research demonstrates how the
commercial sphere effectively created Silappatikaram as its own literary representation.

KEYWORDS: Silappatikaram, Commerce/Trade, Ancient Tamil Kingdoms, Etti (a title bestowed on
prominent merchants), Jainism, Theory of Karma.
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‘g L6V eTeid Ayl Quurred efleflEsOuBIh LTesTgul BTl 1g6dT HeN6VBBTTES LOFIeDT
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CFig afHlseafler gewwalll b wHMID suswllad GlFwsoLTHser LN CseafleuTs Hynlw 1pigSng).
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weverullsr sesr GUITESTD FEIS50% 9535 LapurTs wallsst allhUDaTS gl S50 @)BHSeT.
s Qrraflevwuyid Gsafllbs Caeflesr BnSmasud @55 weu@Giw wesllsear alhsliLbousndd
ST ANLESSILL g BHESaT.  WEpFsT Wwhmid Aaliy Bphiselsr swmaulorer GsrGLss
wenflaepy  Csefllbs @ meflewers  Gurerm  Fevplm  Beowewflaepn — ellbhasiiul L er.
ObpeuenilssewL  afSlulley, STHmI, wewdT, &V wWHMID BHT CUITSTHEUDMTEITET (FHeWMBH6T
HEURTLOTSHS HTiiewid GFwwliLi’ L Geusitemear wHmid FAeuliy pdgiser @)L bLHMHHser. allflFsv,
SIWETH6T,  euswereydbst CuUTedIm  @GewpUT(hHeT @)eVeVTd Leuer  Lenflser  ailhLenesTds@
wausslILUL () @) Bhsear. @)eswEw  Beauwsnilsaflor CarmHmid  wpHev  FAmiiy  euswruilevmres
all_wkisemear 9 ule) CFIg GmMEmaTsd bHaldh SriubBsSHIn Lssilullsd FOUL Iy HHS cuewnlsTsHsT
Gl mhs efdser ugleCFiwuliul Hesrerer. Guah, LmETHaTST FaHFnISH0HM0HHSI
HeWL_Sefler 2_flewiwmarigsst wHmIb eunHenmd ClaTsTpHed ClFIW allenipbhsl aubgieTer LiIsVEaim
BThHBwerE GFihs euswilaiser PsCWTHEGL UTHSTUHL 2 MiS6FLIW &b e»LoulTer
BLI1g &eDEH&HET ClFWOLITL 1960 @) (hbHDSH IYBuILplgSDS.

BHBIF 9| WT BV HEHEHEBTRT 6f 5|

FTamULD, delFfepr, Syl i, FTDLBSD REW HTETE DSLTET SHESAID 1EbSsH

Gapidflujeww  Qurer susnflasisst FHlrotlwu eofSlurs SBs  awllseaTsEpssTear  afd

allauflssliu@aslng). @)ssmais GlousiGaim UMBWITRT HBISHHTEOTET 6WIBHEVEITHEMET 6UTHIS
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el eupUTHERGGLH LWTHOGL allsssle) euisst stoflsrads sevT@LlgliugHaTs, afs
Wppeugih YT B C&BTIyH6T eweussBLILIL 1y (HHHOT. @euauTnl, @)eTBICHTaIIGH6T Heuloewt LoHMILD
BEIs Y ellssTsanbsTar s ofglsmen ailauflliugs aufl, gepeops GPISS Hurs
mierewTBley  GeuafllliL@eugsarTepib  Tewflds LHMID  WHSH @)ewL_CuIwTeT (PIredTUrL_TEH
sTodlwd  uwLssUUlIgBLUSTID  Blasawhsaflsy  euewflsiser  @ermGsET  eTeTMY
GOILULOu@eugTepid '@ermCaTeulgssT  GuTeT LHMID BHouenilBsmer euewilad  GlFuiu)b
suewtlai’ 13 stetTm) QB T.(p.F. TGHBTHET BTG H([HGHWB (LPEITEN6USHSIGTETTIT.
2 WML HEHHETOTF Fhend

LmSHH BTev, etedlulledt (g, UL HHTV Y&l waIHewMd Gl&ETewT(h HigWISHHLLTS GBI L
2 ewLs6r (Smisweu) eunsler euswamsuilesr SglitenLullsd Brmr BT HHSGHBMTS eueTdlulsv
aflbueweardgd Gallbsiiulig@bgear. Guaib, pniwamid Blonbs LLeusmer () aflp@b
O BISTIGHET YsuefFuiled @)L LD (HHSHTHS GHDILILEET dnMmidlesTM 6.
HrestlwmIsenar allH@L af s

@6V, L6V, UT G, SlewerT, FTewLD, BMIBIG, CHTewT, B)ITd, 6TeirEp, Gl&HTeTEH, LIWIMI, 2 (PHSI,
IIUHT, SL W6V, FIUHT, CIoTFemF Y Hw LFSTTM 6UHEHIWTEITS Fn VBISEHLD ' Lolem @ ClLITHSEmLD
@suafgluiley  elhuemetsGs GallbslBhssTs CUT.Gou. GFTwHbSTOTTT SHeorgh 2 enruilsd
FmmiElermri. @)ssreflumiseafler Bleomenwd Hevedlwiors erhg alhs BlewmeECsTsy, LewM,
wrdasred GumeTn LIVGuMISG HHallser auenflaiserTsy LIWGTLBGSLILIL (HETETET. HT6eV 6UTLOL|SH6IT
®)svevrioey GlLIT(HL 6T 6TLIGLITGID HlewL &L eueisTenTd G\HTL TFFAwTeT cuenilEid HewL GLNHMSHTS
Beuefd alleufsasiiLBSmg.
FLOWILD LOHMILD 6uewFlasLD

swows  gipellast  ausfs  Oupenfseler  anfGu  welbs  @pHu
Bl ESTTL_SIHT YRGS LGS HEhSHGID ClFSTNDL b3l IYbsShsS LGSHSelsd Blevaiuw
rFwed  uTUTL HF  GHYNISHEH THUS ShIGDETdS SHAUMSHISHCHTET(H HHISST FLOWIL
ussflgEener CUnHOGTEITL aTT. weaubssems 6T3liTdhg euerTiTdAuyHm Fwewr Fowid, GClETVTEMLD,
Uipi  GQumrmener  allewypwrenw  Guresim  allglaewer  allrgbiserts Ol TewTig (HhSHEMLD
CFVaUBSTHMETSH GHDILILITS auewt%THenerd FwenTd ChTHs FTiILSDE HTT(HEHTVTS @) (HbSH6uT
sTeTLIenG GaramibLl] Herghl Bredled LBley GCFwSDTI. STeug!, 'euTiienio, HFl, ssrermewio, Lnir

CuUT(HemeT eusUTENL YFlweweu Hafl 2 ewLeww uPPw WHBIYID YBSTST @ HHSHI
Garermlalll L g stetTLsns L1 LevliL(hSgidleTmerr.'!® eTeirm dnmidpmri. @)eueurmy, FLoewr Fouwidglesr

CaTluTH&6T suewflEiEafler HeVTHEHSE THMSHTH @) (HHHHTEV, 6UENIIETHET LIVIHLD HBISHETL
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UrgplBlsaiainibh s FLOWILOTS FLOGTF FLOWSSeW 6T & (BB, S| FFLOUIG 6V
(3) W 63T 53155 01 T6BOTL_6vT 1T .

@)ki@E, Fwewt CUaTss Hmsb WILY GOISH B WPSHICLTHET Heuimer (psiTewousbs
HHSIWTH  HUATHHV GlETeirarGouaivriqulsireng). “FeNT(HD CUOTSHSHID (LpevsileuidssT LHMILD
O TFTHET UTVOTDHEMDEH HMBHOTTH 6T(LLSH] MAUSHEMLDGF, D UTHNTSH SHHIUD FTTHD 6 (H &TTEUWTLD
2 ar()). FLewT GlLaTEHSG 6T HHgI0GSleV aileweard CaHTLLr® WHedlL b GluMIEI MG HsLeveuT, I Hd
aflewesrds Cariurien  BlepLildss srsliul L eneuGul  HenGHer ©  eTedTLG HUTH  BHdSSI.
35550 BHGHI, allewers GCasriurien  pPlneill Geu Fwewtisst, @)dasriiLlugdlenerl
uewL_GSHLULlenIb, Seuisst psrwriwmm eusnsuils susnilals LNeTL VD b TeRTL 6uiHemeard
BHWMVME  FHWMHLTHETHNMTHES CohiholsHSHS6ETTL alll wGw @)eueuTiieydbsTer ailesrTeurs

DB, YSBTVF FePHGHlL euawilald CFHFHl STEEGmsS OGeauaflliiLBSSIL  auLflaiens

CFigieTeng).  ([@eueurm,  euswilapld  FEWT  FLOWAPLD  PETHMOWITETL T SSI6TETENT;
spesTewM W TeTM) BTHEBHH MG 2 I LS LusTeret; 5263T6em M W 6T M)
drgplglsgiautiu@sglusrerer.

@i, sTiNwugglest Fwwb CGTLTuTeT Suialls) seusTsslsy Clsrsrar Gousrigw el wib
2 eireng). SriLlwkisenear 6L mhIGTULNIWBISST, 2EhFlmImETULNWBIGST 6TeT suenBDLOLILI(HGS]
S|UDMIS&HF FLOW YL WTeTd eupmisiw CFweour®h wWiseayh LIHasTesSCGWw BlspbHoI6Tars.
@FRFweour®  sriaflwsiseflledr  FwwBissr  GPSS  AsBVEEHEEG  aufleudGdGIeTerS.
AOUILESTTSEST FLOW SEPLIITETIONS FWaRTd SHSULGADS. 'sTousi, omst, opLasi!
QS FOWSHUTHMEME HDIHGL CUTHLICLWITTS FewTi sTe)id GLwT @) (HbgIsTeTenLoen id
goursyr  plaan®h  elasGangl.  GEG, FTAUSD  STHTUSG 2 VSTWSEDHS  GHPISHDS.
ouL Gorflulled  FArwewr Fwwid sterliu’ L Fwewrd GWIGEH 7. ellwevl il LilsiTeumomm)
FmFpri. "Cuienkssn CHrésTg o ulisl @ 2 WHsHD o amemw Bawed Csly Iewevbhs
GHUITWTSSTHT  SHLOPlVID  FLOWTT, et 6T OHTLba  Blewsvulled G MIOLi g (HéHae
Gousnr(Pb. HTVLICUTESHL @)FCFTHEHST FwewTisefled sph Gupallerrmer enFarigssmer (Jaina)
ISl GPls@n Cerpaarruilar."® mafss snsgismer alisCswhs FArwamrissr G)m
Garium’iger SjglitenL_ulled @uinidlujstoreri. ailswerds Carl Tl enlL enFarT(Hd  ClLIOTSHSHLD
BHBIGET FOWSFST IIGLILDL & HHSSTHS OClHTeTIY (HhoHeTT. 21 GHTiurl enl YFausismHsr
SBIGET FOWSISST IGLILDL & HHSSTHE CBETTIYBHSOTT. YFushd: ClEHTeTenHWITRT 2arLp
Gariur® Aotugsrrsder sULewoile Wepsn ubiselimul Libsierers’ eTUsTeT
opliiaysaned, 'srinlun L b5 aomemtissT e & silroelusger oyiey wHDID

FAoliLFETrdslev @Quisdeursid, $MHEFwedlwid, 20rp alur FausHdHHer LPLoewLnd 6% TeTenHH6iT

Copyright © Author(s), Issue DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts05sp042026 25



http://www.ngmtamil.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts05sp042026

Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies E-ISSN 2456-5148
Volume 5 | Issue 04, May 2026 (Special issue) Online: www.ngmtamil.in

Qsrfmul_Berer allssmss GPISS 'FAeoliuglaTropd YFeuspd’ eTenib 6. TBISTTE6vTlsiT
ey  Ywewen GV GoEser. etesfleid, YFeusd  GPSHT  CurHwd  Hreyssr
HewLGHUCUDTSCUTEI BlapSSLILL L Qileyser el enaFearGL FWewTTds & HSLILBS DS
sTaarGeu, FVLILFHTISL T Fow YewLWTOTD FLTSIHD HDISHILBSOTD YF S, ENHFTLD

Hwapfled 6151? sreiTLIg) peflss opuielhe@ o Muig).
CL o Lol

@ermIGHETaIgHeT suamilEd GHDISH Chry iten YPlailewer o enLweui eTeTMI
sTanTeNS5Gbs sl sridlwib, amilssiheTlu pioTeTple) sr sl HsTarengu|b
sridlwgdler suswflals uflwrentdensud @)susuriiey Geuaflls6lsTewTibgieTeangl.  HL0lpsddler
uenteww  yeallullwev  gewwalll b  srrewrors @mig  allewerhs 2 _swTeyliGLITHL ST,
swrflssiul’ L ensailewerts GuUTHL G Qdlweunenmsd SoTeufiTsayd &L 6VeuLWITHeyLD
auewflsid GlFiig), BTiewL QY EHL YIFID alwbhhl WL HIL eTaTam(d cuemsuiley ClFsvousHms
FLligw euenflEsiser, (plg ewflwmsg weTariserTs STULIWD TPSLILIL L & HTVF FeLpdHd eV
OCFsLeuTHGHL 6T alleTBiSlujsiraresri  sTedTLIg  @eueumiiallsd LeoliL(BhssLLLl (heTergl. eaiewerd
Cariurlen BlmialL Geu Fwewr Fwwdseur @)&HsTiLNWSSlenarls LewL G (BHLLIID, HjeursHsr
wpsrorSflwnHm euewasuilsy suswflall LISTLVD Gl&TTL aUTHMeTS HMEVMLIDG: HWSLOTHSTHTTHS
CaibosHSS5150sTaTL. el wdbms e CFssHsT aulfl, EHTVF FPssHHleL auewllsLD
Qs  srésd  Geuafliu@ssriul_(Herarg.  Cueid,  suswilsupld  Fwewr  FowpLd
geTonCTETY  FisglTaTeT,  gdéTepewTSTY  STEsFHNG e u@sSujsterer;
perep@ure IrHPDssiL@susaren aerug (EIUEADS. @y, Sriniu
6T @eVG&EIW aulgeud FLOIPTHOTTEY eweHEH6SHTaTaT ILIHDEUTSI, HEHBTEVL CILIT(HETTSTT S 6VILD
FepsHF  CFVMTEHIVID YFlGsd  CFsSw  euswilsd, serewers  LNrH B Sldgeulinibsaibn
@evsHlwls Lrdwrs @)ssrilflugens 2 HheursSlull(hEsdbdm (HLD 6TaTLMS 2 IdSSINTT (LPLgSIMg.
YBTUSl, AUMHD HNGH IYHHTTSHDS BlwOBTL LoD CFTLihg Blewe6lups ClFuiHl ey
BGevsAuwgems @@ smellursls vwsTuBSSu|sTerg) sTeruems @sisuriialsdBbg pBlur (g HmSI.
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