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ABSTRACT

In the Tamil literary tradition, virtue (Aram) has always been highly revered. Right from ancient times, the
significance of virtue is evident through the Tolkappiyam verse, "Inbamum porulum aranum endraangu"
(Pleasure, wealth, and virtue), as well as through the section on virtue (Arathuppal) in the Thirukkural, the
universal book of ethics. Various forms of virtue, such as domestic virtue and the ethics of warfare, have
been emphasized throughout Tamil literature. Among these, the virtue of charity (Kodai) has been
celebrated as one of the loftiest. Numerous poems concerning both the givers and receivers of charity are
found throughout Sangam literature. Within the Ettuthokai (Eight Anthologies), the collection titled
Purananuru speaks highly of various patrons and the gifts they bestowed. As an extension of this, Nallur
Nathathanar, the author of Sirubanarrupadai, categorizes seven great patrons and details the excellence of
their benevolence.

Among these seven, the charity of Pari, who offered his chariot to a climbing jasmine vine (Mullai), and
Began, who offered his shawl to a shivering peacock, is elevated and described as Kodaimadam (naivety or
ignorance driven by extreme generosity). Tamil literature does not view this as an act of foolish ignorance;
rather, it describes it as Kodaimadam, praising these deeds as gifts born out of an abundance of love and
compassion. Nevertheless, studies have been conducted on this concept of Kodaimadam from Marxist and
psychological perspectives. This paper re-examines Kodaimadam, the seven individuals identified as
patrons, and the reasons behind why they came to be known as the Kadaiyezhu Vallalgal (The Last Seven
Patrons).

KEYWORDS: Sangam Literature, Virtue (Aram), Kodaimadam (Naivety in Generosity), Kadaiyezhu
Vallalgal (The Last Seven Patrons), Velirs (Chieftains).
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FmI% B)eVdE W BIGHET ST (HILD HLOILP 6J (L) UATATVZH6NT 65T
CHTEWL_LOL LD — 6 (T LE GITLITT 66U
*Curssr G, wewesreui LU L yuteurt, @)bslw Goriflser whHmib G)evdhdlw oy liiaser Slewm,
FleLedlll LIVFHMEVE: 1% LD, Hl6L6V).

U168 F (LD

S Bevsdlw wriilsy 9D eTedTLgl lHayd GuMgd CuUrHPLILL L. PSTDTS @) HHSSI-
‘GetTuepld CUTHEHLD YMEMID 6TRIMTHRIE, sTedaim  Osrevasritlu Brouralarmeid 2 60
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9, Guri b eTedarm LLCUM YWEIGET FvdbSwmiGefled suellumissLLIL (H 6 (HSTD6T.
@Fv CaTewL.  GHDID  eTedTLG FSMVFFADBHS PeTmTE  CEmenTLTL ULl (HeiTengl.  GlETewL
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HTTHHWL_dHSTDST. 6T (hH0GTemaHEulled UnBTerm| 66Ty ClbTems HTedlsD 6u6TaTsVEHEMET LD
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LiletTevrevufluflsv 9 U162 61T Bl& 1SS LI LD MI6TETST. @55 (HewTwimeTg) [OVEES
& TemL_LoL_GFlewerri|Ld QUETOTEVHETTS  SewL_WTrLiLi(hdgILD sTpeuemyujlo  SewL _Gluiep
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Hmeyd CFTmaEser: Fhis @eVdhE Wi, 9mLb, CBTewL L LD, SewL_Gluiwy susiTersvser, GouerlTdeir.
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HWL_Gluip sueTarevTs LrHMLILIL () @)STMeTayLD 6uLpHISSLILI(H S 6T 6T .
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CasrewL_oL b eTedTLIgl WwesflGiasafledt 2 sTorsglevfledrm T GFweLLITL TS @)HLILIST6V
2 omailis)  UTTemeu  6T6ITLIGI  (PHETEHOWITERT  (h I GHULPODWTH QY UISUTETT HETT6V
&ML (hHSSH. Hewerl Lyriil serteienw The Ego and the Id stemib 4ss55560 Fenss
STOTLIENS p(h SHevfl wefls 2 o1 eueridd whHmib 2 61 werd Cumryrl L miseflesr Geuafliim®
steorSmmi. Uyminger Camiluml 146TUIy @(h GHWHDS SaTg WeVSms GlauallGumnhmias 9eVsvg)
L&) eweuLiLIg] CLPEVLD (1 UENSH 2 WL WLOWITSH &(HGHISMGI. @) bBlewsvullsy sTHLI@D THMHISECer
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Qevsglwmiseafley HpwTs CaTewL HHGHID Ceusmeruilsy LiFmii(h) HYHHOTL LIWGSHQTTE GHDM
2 _ewriallermsy FrenrL i sp(h SDSHTLL BLoulgdhend eTerm alleuflsSmri. @bsls Lilgrmiigw
Apsemereniw swwilll B BeTerrs SO Y UITETTEHET Fhid (F)VHaIWSD0 GlETeML_eww Y TTilbhg
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Gumriemsu supmiISlweng Limiigw LTTenauulley o _swriayssr @)L iGluwie (displacement emotions)
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pefers GCarliur@ser uwbhslllp Gevsslwnbiseflsy CQuUTHSGHIUPHD Fbsd GHGSIDIBI.
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QBT YIMAPLD GHMIB6V LOEIT T 1T 35 (EVHLD:

FBIS  QVEHEWBISST  (PHeV  LIDBTL  [HTVSET  6uedy OBETML.  aU6TaTVHOTTS
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susiterevsHeafler Cluwisefled LGN LTMISOHET STeRTLILIBSISTDET. (F)UILIg  6usTaTVSH 61 60T
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B H&HIDGI. @euiHeT HeWTAUHLD HMIBIEV LOSTRTTH6T. GMIILTSE HewLOWIL) 6USTATVHETTS
&L Ou@BiD Senereuhld Ceuafli 6T6dTenId HVSMBF FThHeuiassr. Bews ‘Goverli- sugevrmy’ sTeTn
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