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ABSTRACT

The study examines how the Manimekalai Kappiyam records the Sangkiya philosophy prevalent
in Tamil Nadu in the second century AD. Furthermore, it investigates how the text positions
Samkhya (Sangkiya) in relation to the ascendant Buddhist philosophy championed by the epic's
protagonist. By contrasting Kapila’s dualistic framework of Prakriti (matter) and Purusha
(consciousness) against the Buddhist doctrines of dependent origination and impermanence, the
study illuminates the vibrant intellectual debates of the Sangam and post-Sangam eras. Ultimately,
this research underscores the Manimekalai not merely as a religious narrative, but as an invaluable
historical compendium that preserves the nuances of early Indian philosophical systems as they
were understood and debated in the ancient Tamil landscape.
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Garesrmlw LiflewTTio suamidd sTedTLIENS 25 SHHGHIUBIHET CLPEVLD FTHISIIWID BmIeyHmI.

Comif) QWmmev: “wresr, 'allspud”’, ‘& Renriey” CGUTSTD BIL LILTST H55HI015 HMVFOFTHEH6T
wenflGuaeme emaswTeT(Herer aisd, FAbsemer Gouulwemeoujd SrhIGL SO Gorylulesr
QYHoee QeusfiinGssisng

wenflGusemey ST _(Hb FrmiSlwid eTeTug @upswsEemwujd, wefld HDBleweuwd Hishs
Falurs Glewewisgib b plallusd Gwiullusd H%Go. F)g1Ga Hpsre Gbslusb sssi015 Siss
el aueTiEA5@ g SHMDTS SYEDIDbSI6TETS]
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