Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies E-ISSN 2456-5148
Volume 5 | Issue 05, May 2026 (Special Issue) Online: www.ngmtamil.in

Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies
&MEhFILLD - JeUCHEH LA ) lallHLD
@, Peer-Reviewed | @ Open Access | & Crossref DOI &

Global Indexing | Google Scholar Impact Factor
DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/Kkijts05sp052026.01
https://ngmtamil.in/

Humanistic thoughts in Thirukkural

Dr. K. Veerathamilan"=*,

Assistant Professor in Tamil, Department of Science and Humanities, Sri Muthukumaran Institute of
Technology, Chennai-69

*Correspondence: veerathamilan02vdm(@gmail.com, Tel: +917639263360.

Article Info
Received on 15-May-2026, Revised on 18-May 2026, Accepted on 20-May-2026, Published on 27-May-2026

ABSTRACT

Humanism means treating fellow human beings as one’s own self and showing them love, compassion, and
respect. It is considered the fundamental principle of human life, transcending all boundaries of race,
religion, language, and nation. When observing and researching the antiquity of the Tamil language and the
Tamil race, it is evident that Tamil literature has consistently emphasized through the ages that living in
unity by casting aside differences is the ideal path. Therefore, it can be said that Tamil literatures serve as the
very fountainhead of humanism. The Tirukkural, which holds an unparalleled place in the Tamil literary
tradition, expounds universal life principles for all of humanity, transcending differences of religion,
language, caste, and race. Noble qualities such as individual virtue, social responsibility, altruism,
compassion, and charity are explained in this book as the foundation of humanism. The entire essence of the
Tirukkural is rooted in humanistic thought. Consequently, this article aims to analyze the humanistic ideas
emphasized by Thiruvalluvar with the goal of elevating the human psyche and social life.
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