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ABSTRACT

The neem tree (Azadirachta indica) occupied a significant place in the lifestyle and cultural
practices of the Sangam people. The people of the Sangam age possessed extensive knowledge of
the characteristics and benefits of the neem tree and integrated its various parts, including its fruits,
leaves, flowers, and bark, into their daily lives. Sangam literary sources reveal that neem trees
served multiple functions, such as providing shade, acting as protective or guardian trees, and
contributing to the well-being of communities. The Sangam people recognized the medicinal and
antimicrobial properties of neem and cultivated it around their homes and settlements to promote a
healthy and disease-free environment. References found in Sangam literature demonstrate not only
the indispensable role of the neem tree in their social and cultural life but also their advanced
understanding of botanical knowledge and traditional healthcare practices. These literary evidences
highlight that the principles of herbal medicine, widely appreciated in contemporary times, were
already well understood and practiced by the ancient Tamils. Thus, the study of neem-related
references in Sangam literature reflects the ecological awareness, indigenous scientific knowledge,
and refined cultural values of early Tamil society.

Keywords; Sangam Literature; Neem Tree; Traditional Knowledge; Herbal Medicine; Tamil Culture;
Ethnobotany; Indigenous Healthcare.
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Igulled BATHTHS GHTIPLIY YBlHD 2 LW UFelwers CEHTaTn 56T & HSleww GeuliLs
wrdHHlev Csaflggl, suflul Hdb CETeaTD LFailewers Femdgl 2 L eri. “srevsvr Camaflsvasearfeyt
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Qb Coutby i Qb Hresr’ ' erevrmy 1. Cx.LTrsCnaFet GUILILIBS DT GLogyid,

“oraumiis s liLens pweallds Eig L s

aflyaflw wasafli ghdHlwr FTwdhgiL”20
eteTm) ewflGuEemey LTL 6, afFiser ofiigsd Geulillensy FHL (HHL LIPSBD (B)HHSHISTOTNSHID
s flaillsdlermgl. @srmid CuTd LesTigemsullsst GUTgl Waa6T BBiIG6eT af(HHefleIb, awsvseflsy b
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"2 sreitm) @.a.# (HegamTepiss GDILLBHSIDTT.
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Geulilemev s HHLl preesflurs @eoTmid FHSLULGSIDG. Sjbswi, FHesreribemo GCLTeTD
Gpmiisefler Gurgl af g6 e CauliLilewe ClF®HS Limmss @ Mlallsgisraresti. benio Gpmuimey
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ey

LEHET UTLPHMBF @FHedled Geulill OFD Qi YBIGTEHS SHEHPIMGI. LOGTOTTHEHDBE b TeUsD
LOTLOTHEYLD, LhdHBH6T SeWLWTOTLONHYLD, 6fL 1960 6ueTId @D IwTdheyh, CUTHiwdsser GLgb
weTmhiseflspih, euflurl B ewmseaflsy CFuieuwrseyd srewriiu®Engl. Ceuli  rHFledr
(36L&, HTUIHET, LIPHIGET, LT LIL DL &6, Ldbher CUITESTNena FBi% STV (PHeD HMBTEVLD

QUEDT L& & EIh ) LO(HHGIUd HETEhFWILTS @) (HLILIEDS 2_WTT (LPLgHIDF).

FTSTO 6T allaTdasID
1. @rr.uepFeuiewtid,GlgTevsriiwfler CsrevasTiiLilwg STeurniser, L1.278.
2. FT. YV hSbGLOTT,STeUTHBIG6T QlleVhIESBET LINHaUE6Td &Mldb @Gl LeGeum) Gluwiigssir,u.47.
3. 9, 7.Cs.uTy5CHFeir, 06w HWId @ 6TeVVTGLD LOFLD Fmedr,L1.32.
4. #.Gou.aiflyesflwest,s0lpi suripailsy sreuyid,1.39.
5. @.Ceou.urevagiiilrwesilwesr(2_.oy.),ynbreyrm,ur.76:4.
6. Guevg,ur.77:2-3.
7. Guevg,ur.79:2.

8. Garemeau.[@)ererCareir,@)evdbEwid i LpdbHT[H),L.335.

9. @.Car.ureaiifywenflweir(2_.9y.),ynbrenrm,ur.281:1.

1

0. #.Gsu.aiilrensflwiest,s0lpi eurpailsy Hreurid,i.35.

Copyright © Author(s), Issue DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tirjts05sp052026 106



http://www.ngmtamil.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tirjts05sp052026

Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies E-ISSN 2456-5148
Volume 5 | Issue 05, May 2026 (Special Issue) Online: www.ngmtamil.in

11. Guevgy,11.38.

12. 9. edleiv,ugDmiiugg,ur.44:14-15.
13. Guevgy,ur.49:16-17.

14. el TdCasflaeir(2_.9y,.), ynLIGLT®HeT Gleusirurmensy,Br.241:3-4.

15. @rr.Qrwursv(2_.9y,.),sBTenTm,ur.93:8-9.

16. &.Ceu.umrsvaLiLirwestlweisr(2_.y,.),bH 1 swevwr,ur.3:2-3.

17. all.prasrraer(e_.y.)., GbESTewS. ,LiT.6Tewwr. 196:1-2.

18. @rr.Qrwursd(2_.9y.),sBTenrTm,ur.309:1-6.

19. o41.Cas. LTy &G h a6, el HenIdh @ 6T60VTGLD WTLD Gmedr,L1.26.

20. g1ewr.sewrL_Limentl(2_.9y,.)., el Gasensy.,&r.7 .9y 73.

21. @.all.Smagswrepisd), s HLD Sreurepid,t.256.

SHIHSWIHTMD LIL 19 UI6V

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

60610 91.(2_. 9. ), uslDmiCiuggl, Blu, CFehsfl ys ameyew (LN)edl,6lFsiTemert, b5 LD
ugliiy.2014.

S|V HSGHLOTT.FT, STeUThIGET ailVBIGHH6T LDDUSHMaTS: GHDlS@EHD LVGaum GlLwTHeT,
9Wleyls LGlisib, GlFesrenest. @) revsr_mid Ligliy-2011.

B)6mehCaFreir. Bhremen, @eVbSWD @i LbHT®H,@)rTdhCsri B uliefGasgeir,lFsrenssr.1982.
B (HEIGWTCLPT &S] &.all, SLOILp (HLD ST (LPLD, UTTSlSTFesT LIV&E 696055 P LD,
FlwFArmiiusrefl.cpsstmmid Ligliy-2011.

&Urwentlwer.#.Geu, Sl surpailsy Hreurid, Gunulivesr wFIIL&D,HASOUTLD,LPSH
ugliiy-2014.

QFwumrev.@rm(e_.9p.),Ss6Tenrm, By, 6Fehsfl s ameyeiv ()6l ,ClFsTenet,mbsTLD
ugliiy.2014.

SHevsrL_Liresst).glewr,(2_.9y.), wenllGuwsemev, o wr usliush, GlFsTemeT, BTTHTL LSIL.
2010.

prerreer.al(2_.9y.)., EnbosTens., Blu, Feha s anayerv (L1)sdlL.,ClFaTener. WHETLD
ugliiy., 9&CLmrui-2014.

uehFauienrw.@rm, Carevsridlufler Casresrillug  STeUTBIGET,STUTS  HoHeU6D
EWLOWILD, LIGWTe| (HL_Lg, @) revsrL_mid ugliiy-2013.

uTy%ChFeir. TGk, 06wl B0 & 6T6LEVTGLD LoLD BITEHT, LoewsflGLods emev
Ulrgrib,ClFsitement, ypsmHusliing-2017.

UTeVaLILN T Lo6vst] wiedt. &. Geu, (2.9, ), bH Mlewewr. Bluy, QFenal 4 ameysrv(L.)
0L ClFesremerr. b mid Ly - 2014.

umeva LI T Loevst] wiedt. &.Geu,(2_.9y.), ymBrenrm). Bluy, QFehafl (3 ameysv(Li.)
Ol ClFesremerr. b mid Ly - 2014.

YeOlwyTdCasfmerm(2_.9y.), YDLQUIT(HeT GCleusdTLTLIeNsD,FTTST LSLILISLD,C)FeTemaT. s D
ugliiy-2009.

Copyright © Author(s), Issue DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tirjts05sp052026 107



http://www.ngmtamil.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tirjts05sp052026

