Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies E-ISSN 2456-5148
Volume 6 | Issue 01, May 2026 Online: www.ngmtamil.in

Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies
S6MEbHILD - FJeUCHEFS HLOLD o WeNFLD

Q Peer-Reviewed | Open Access | @ Crossref DOl &
Global Indexing | [ull Google Scholar Impact Factor

Issue DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300 /tirjts06012026
https://ngmtamil.in

The Lived Experiences of Subaltern Communities in the Poems of
Kanyakumari District Poets

Dr.S.Elamaran®”,

Assistant Professor, Department of Tamil & Research Centre, Lekshmipuram College of Arts & Science,
Neyyoor, Kanniyakumari-629 802.

ORCIiD: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7559-5980.
*Correspondence: maranlpc@gmail.com.

Article Info
Received on 22-April-2026, Revised on 25-April-2026, Accepted on 29-April-2026, Published on 01-May-2026

ABSTRACT

The poems of the poets of Kanyakumari District reflect the lives of the marginalized communities: the
Vannars (washerfolk) who earn their livelihood by washing soiled clothes; the Navithars (barbers) who make
a living by grooming and cutting hair; and the goldsmiths, whose existence and economic stability have been
severely affected by urbanization and technological advancements. They also portray the lives of people who
survive by tapping rubber trees, climbing coconut and palmyra trees, and harvesting paddy in the forests, hill
tracts, agricultural fields, and villages at the foothills of the mountains. Furthermore, these poems depict the
hardships endured by women working in brick kilns and represent the lives of other subaltern and working-
class communities. These poems serve as a bridge between the land and its lived culture. They record the
cultural transformations experienced by both the poets of the soil and the people themselves. The poems of
Kanyakumari District vividly portray the struggles of the marginalized people, whose lives are shaped by
debts, hopes, customs, and rituals. The poems of Thanupichchaiya, N. Sivakumar, T. Regith Kumar, and
Benjamin not only powerfully articulate the cultural voice of the soil but also bring to light several cultural
elements that have hitherto remained outside the mainstream and have not received central attention.
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plewssteupm Blewsvullsy / surullsy miewTHBeTaTapL 61 [ ST L 1geuTy HhoHs Lblewws Cprdsl LiwewnTid /

uTengGwmi@G urbyser [ eufluiled Ceusrerd GLIHECHHSS ST L TW SHressry | SHessriossilenu
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F1é3)5 Carant®h | GBLuSCsT®H | Cogeu Cpilfl 2mmds@ subsTds | 9 bHs eweLWIgeUTTSHH [
I Flaremeouilsd | LewesTGuiremev @gedlev /| umburl igd Agsi Lillilstemer Cougdiemeu HeasrGLmid.”
(B Asugord, golilymguilssr uflwsisd, 1.89) ererD salews BT LTI Wohsefler eweudbgluib
grips  BUsEmsmw  alasgdng. ‘@pglr  GCasruliysdlghlwrener  leridlestiy s
F1psLeusnT(H)/pflewsv HTwewT /LsusT@HneHH LFfAamev/CamflplewL HbLedl/am L Cou yflgrrep
re/Appr oL@ Casrdléss eeusgs. . . lappy) &np) eumElprer  (bL. FHeuguom,
Qeuligpmliiyg serd, 11.60).@)Bss Hallens @ CuaTenenT sudlwib CFilsug GDISSHI0 CLEHFSDSI.
“CimedT @ TevTLY AEMIMEN S CasriewL /Qurflwrhhiend DSBS 6T/ O S WITHBED T
& 60561 Geuedl LI (hd gl ullev Test @rmioBiIgsiT /@S oL H6uFd5CHT([H)/156V6)E T (B Cousd]
SeweGur@wren/cpedlens weslseir/cpedlensd @ sriiy s ig/cpellenssst UL ibser  (BL.
Asugomri, Geul igupmliiyd Herd, 1.35) @ssallens, pafar QsThled HI LSHTL b T
weflgemer o HeursdSlwensls Curey cpellews wesllgemear o Hoursaslulhds Geusr(Hd eTeTM)
Gaulg s WTeHdF QFTVSING).

G A Rl
salleng eT6eTLG  THTTSSHMS GuCeml L iors Urgdusdsdlesrn eugeaud  GeVemsv.

2 WYPHGHL WHHEHIHH T eusdlewwiu|id CousenesTenwiu|ld sTSTIGHLTS LFleyGlFiub @)evdbalu
augeuTGHD. SreylilFenswr, mL. HAeuGwri, &.6rMdls@wrr, GusTeflwlesr op%Cuwirflsr
50lleng56T YIFFTTSIDGD LWSSDGID UITH YqdHen 1WwoHeenrs LIVGeum) Ggmewtbideiflsd
sallbuisgIL 6T eT(hSgHImTsHaleTmet. @il wrea' L seaillghisaflsr sailmssaflsy aiwedlsy Gausmsv
QFiSleiTn CgriflevTerisefesr euTiphena, giewf GouepliL), ClFBISHED FGemar, LeweT Fribhd GlHTLleV,
rhur  Frihs  OsTfley, cpellewsd Frins weausbdlwsg CGTlL  euTpdhens 9 FleunHenm
ST ALILI(h GG HesTmevT.
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