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Abstract:

Periyar is a visionary who awakened society globally through his rationalist thoughts. This study
aims to analyze the trajectory of rational thought in literature across various eras and compare the
rationalist perspectives of scholars preceding Periyar with his own, highlighting the unique
distinctiveness of his ideology.

By exploring core themes—including the resolutions of the First Self-Respect Conference,
perspectives on caste, oppression in the education system, economics, communism, the dynamics
between labor and capital, and the disparity between the rich and the poor—this research elucidates
the unique features of Periyar’s rationalist philosophy.

KEYWORDS: Rationalism, Communism, Renaissance, Cultural Revolution, Untouchability, Superstition,
Thought, Self-Respect Movement.
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