Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies E-ISSN 2456-5148
Volume 6 | Issue 01, May 2026 Online: www.ngmtamil.in

Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies
&SEMEHEILILD - FJUCHFS HLOILD gy uIaNSHLD
Q Peer-Reviewed | @ Open Access | @ Crossref DOI & Global

Indexing | [ull Google Scholar Impact Factor
Issue DO https://doi.org/10.63300/tirjts06012026
https://ngmtamil.in

The Art of Music in Uthayanakumara Kaviyam

K. Selvakamatchi‘®**, Dr. N. S.K. Sangeethradha'=2,
PhD Research Scholar, Tamil Advanced Research Centre,
Thiagarajar College, Madurai — 09
2Research Guide, Assistant Professor, Tamil Advanced Research Centre,
Thiagarajar College, Madurai — 09
*Corresponding Author Email: karthikeyan.sh@sritcbe.ac.in.

Article Info
Received on 22-April-2026, Revised on 25-April-2026, Accepted on 29-April-2026, Published on 01-May-2026

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research paper is to analyze the information related to the art of music in
Udayanakumara Kavyam. The central themes of this study include the indispensability of arts in
human life, the Jain perspective on art, the social and cultural significance of music, and the
practical application of music in daily life. This paper explains the importance given to arts in Jain
literature, the classification of arts meant for men and women, and the cultural value of these arts.

In Udayanakumara Kavyam, the art of music is depicted as having the power to captivate not only
humans but also animals, birds, celestial beings (Gandharvas), and other living creatures.
Udayanan's musical skill brings about various turning points in his life. Events such as gaining
freedom from imprisonment, earning the respect of kings, teaching music to Vasavadatta and
Padmavati, and reclaiming the divine lute (Devayazh) demonstrate the power and social value of
music. Furthermore, the epic emphasizes the necessity of preserving and passing down artistic

traditions to the next generation by teaching arts from early childhood..
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