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ABSTRACT

Kaveripoompattinam flourished as a world-class port and a major commercial metropolis of the
Chola Empire in ancient Tamilakam. The objective of this paper is to comprehensively examine
the origin of this city's name, its linguistic evolution, literary records, and modern archaeological-
maritime discoveries.

Through the linguistic theory of 'Specialization of Meaning' (Restriction of Meaning), this paper
explains how 'Puhar'—originally a generic term for a river mouth—evolved over time into a
specific proper noun designating Kaveripoompattinam. Furthermore, this study compares the
historical myths behind alternative names such as Kaveripoompattinam, Sampapathi, and Kakanthi
as depicted in Sangam literature, the Five Great Epics, and Buddhist Jataka tales, alongside names
like 'Kamara' and 'Kaberis' found in the accounts of foreign travelers.

Finally, through recent underwater excavations, carbon dating methods, and satellite-based
geomorphological data, the multi-millennial antiquity of Puhar and its destruction by marine
transgression (tsunami/sea floods) are scientifically established.

KEYWORDS: Puhar, Pattinam, Kaveripoompattinam, Sampapathi, Kakanthi, Kamara, Kaberis,
Archaeological Excavation, Maritime Research, MLA Style.
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OB TSIy HHLPTIUIGY, HLVFT Y l16), 6TLD.6T6V.6 (LHEMMDEMLD.
1.0 wsirsmiswy
ueistewL_ W CFrpisafledt (pHeTewiod SHewMLPSH BETLTEHLD 2 sVserTail suewflsls ClLhen e wid
CasrepT Gueni sul L TrioTsHeyid SEDHSSH LU STT H&b.” @)HBsTD eursoTHmdh C1TL &b &TeVLD
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2.0 Qurgit Quuwi Ay QuuwigTs Y@ Clomifluluisd Ly

Qrfluilwe wrHphiseflsy CFTHseaflsr QurmsT FmmiG Csriur® (Restriction of Meaning) s
Ywssw QILgewslt CQumiElngl. 9L CLr GmevGuissr (Otto Jespersen), Qeusiri_fsrv (Vendryes)
Gumettn GomHlulluisy MWlEpTasT, sTeLVTUMS M HVBWETU|D Fi Lg BledTD GlLITGIUTT GIFTL psiTm,
srelICUTSE Gr sp(h ML L QuTrHemer HVevg @)L _ews LB APLiLTsd &HI_(HLD Blensvsnu
eTiIgID eTedrm allerdh@dlarmenni.? @ gemer Gurfluilwedsy 'Gurml Apiiys L' (Specialisation)
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(3)F6FmTev allevmiE @ewmiflenw wl HGW GBlEELLD AnLiydF CFTLMTEF F(Hhidslalll L g).3
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5.1 surud pai

wenlGaemsy USlsdhSleruy, LsTr barssler Waslupenwwresr CLwisener serm 'Fourus)
6TOTLISTEHLD.3 BTeusvbSailedr HTeusy Glguieuralw FoLTLS) 6TedTD GlLGHT ewTBIE @)bHBHSTL FBIF
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Ygiwewtd sougulleri Smalprds sremisefey GFsrm Geuadrhsed GFLWD eupdhsd Blevaiuwg).!6
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SLOD  eUHTIBTHET, SHHIGEHHL W LIHPW STWHSST Blewereurs G)LiLGHld@GHF 'Fourug' ererm)
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GOIOULOul Bererg.t  CurglesgsieurTdw  yssT, wpUpalullsy oHss  wefleurrals  Upbsi

STy bL 19 6r&Hl6V (5 CHTL L GHl6V Bmidld Haud @upBlwgTsd gnnUILIGE DS

@)svBIens BrLig 6T ClUaTsHs eurevTHMI Hrsvsafleid LasTenTl upplu FeurrFuinmeT Ligle|ssT 2 eTereT.

SILL &yl JrFellsr weperall: &lwp. WHOVTD BIHDTEHTIG6) (F)VBIENSHEDIUI Y 6eHTL
SIL L &Wpsy) (Dutugemunu) 6T63TM LDGBT 63T 63T 63T wenevrall, H6oT woLmiLev
srallflliy Ul 14eTSHle0 @ S FHemevsussilerr (LTHTUISET) GHHLUSSV LImbHS HHSTer
6T6edTD &MILIL ClueTds BTevsHered srewrliiLhd g .4

@rFaurdHlet] mrev: @evnbiens briiger umed Gryl mprevresr '@ raeurdlefl (Rasavahini),
sTellflliy bl 19aTHSl60 ewbslhhs GluaTsHsl UsTaflsemerud allsTengsenearu) ailfleursds
I INRIGEY,E TR

et Cusmevuller QUaTESHL LIWRTID: FHHm60F FreHeaTTrmed GuNmriul L el GLosemevd:
sriflwuggler prudl wenfllGusams, Cory @eTourssT o gwGwTraflsr srss wunhslseers
SallTdhgl, wewllusveud Fallh@d CFeTm GLeTSs FHTwHmws M b6 TesTLT6ir.22 LilsiTesri
yoysTr fmoilussr, oEEG gHULL UGFSmSI Gurds Ouarss simelwurs wry)
L& Ehd @ 2 emTeuetldhsmer.22 Gsid, mreur (Java) Falls LEhFD THLL L w5 Db, kIS,
sULY eMlF GFetm bBHTL (B wesTesrsit Ljswrewnilwgraeilsr o sallujer LepFd Curdhslw
eureormItt  ugleysst yasrifleit  usTaTT g GSTLTYSeweTUd  CUaTds I MHenSHU|Lb

&L (h&sledTmevr.22

7.0 CGuepsvprL G Luesflasafler @l liLjser

Grrwresflw whHmid HNCréss yeuewthissT sralflliybul 3aTdams 2 Vsl LsDeuHD HewmpsLls

ul g eTorsl ugley GlFiig ererer.4

Quilderev (Periplus) @mliyser: &, pseord BrHDTedgsd 9 6eVEFTesT MlTeneud
Caihs HCBrdbas euswilasrmed stipsliul’ L 'Guiliierey o0l & erflgflwer & (Periplus of the
Erythraean Sea) eresrm mredlsv, QarpenssE@ auL&Cs wwhdHHs SLDHEH®T BTHS6 60T
Fhewd  BEIBISEHT  (PHOTewWTarsTHS  'swyr  (Camara)  steoim  GIewmUpLD
GBI Hererg).4

s (Ptolemy) @gmliiyser: .. @uewrmb propmrenrigsd surphs HCros Blevalluisd
pleprrer  srevul, srailfll HL_Cr®H SVEGD UDDI  PSESSIUTTSSD BB BHbS
sIdPYsEMmBHH 'sCufle’ evevg 'sGuflev  stb@Gumrflweir' (Kaberis Emporion) srsirmy

@O Reirermi.!
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Qufliierev  {/T6L, HUPSS  SLMHB®IUl G EBTVGSHIV  LWSTURGSLILIL L. HLIL6VSH6 65T

seremwsemeru)d  alleuflggisterg.23 @ ssliuvsaflsr  uufh HCp 2 drar 9L susmenTuilsd

sTLL Ui (hsirergy 23:

SLuedssr Quwir euIgeuLD LOMMILD &L L eDIOLIL] vwerur® | Gwumi@go gryib

FTSTTT @Dhemm  1I&S  SLDL_FHMETdH SLDSMTeOUW R IqUI 2 6T  LbHMILD
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Q& TeVTessTIY WIT s LT TesTL_oresT  jerey SBIENS UGBl  HMID HTTEH HlpshS

(Colandia) Q& mevoTL_ ustterT_ (%  prhserresr aeuiewrydl (Chryse) Gumresrm
HLILIVS6IT L& S % 615 B T6sT [560TL HTTLI LIwiewTid 23
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srellfliiy b 1gergsley  Cumllarsreriiul L CaTevedlie) spmilieyser, @)eVSHEWBIGST STl (HLD
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seflpsd STevsurii’l UGS uley Sewwhdmbs ' angeu wWrEUEHD CFbiH) UL G sImD
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. wp. 316 £ LD YeTewL_F CFipbgemer sTewr 2 mFiLI(hGSujsirend.?

surswr il Fiplemev (Vanagiri Reservoir): suremralflullsy s plwiin’ L GFhigssvsUTsL oy 607
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Qa ety (o515 @)g) &.10. 1-2 oyib BropreTenL & Gaihpg).5
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Qeusiremerwisir Gpiay (Vellaiyan Iruppu): Aeviingdsrrd @il 'weueti @) Hdbens'
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8.2 sy gsYmitey wHmid sL_H8sxsmer (Marine Archaeology)

wenflGuwassmsy wHmih AVlILuSsTrSSled @Qhs BHTD HL6VTY GararertiLl L gl (sLmHGsmsir/searridl)
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e 15,000 gysmrBH\seir CQBTaTewId: CFWHENSHECHTET ULl UHTLIL LOTEHHD LHMID HL6Vlg 960
Iemev jerei(hasswerd (Bathymetry) Qaresst® %160 w1 Gg5M@ 9jguils 50 wpspsv 100 F1 i
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9.0 wiyays»r
S @evslwmisaflsit suflGuw GumelETsreriiul’ L yasrit Quwrrrmidfwrerg, Ceumid Guwfluisv
aflerdaswrs LB Bleormeall rwe), Slpsssler Gwrdlullusy uflesrrion, o ssarrallw ouewslsd
QBT HMID SLOFTT eureTHMIS OClSTETEMWLEMWIL LHDFTOMID 2 TSI LGLUTIHIOTSS
FEPFEMGI2 QDM YWsswHH GHOISS 'YsTi' etarm GUrgF6lFmey, srevliCurddlsd GummLAmiiyd
H(HSSL WL bg CFripiseflsst TOLHL HMVBSMIHE GDIHGL Apliylt GQuuwrrs wrplwgn 3,
FOuUTUS LOHMID HTHHS CuTeTn GLWTHeaflsT LlsTanisiTar sureVTHI 2 BTG EHLD (B)6Vd]iBids 6T
auLfl BlmieutiLi(h&lesrment.3
Guaib, pefer sLevFTT  Cgmevedlwed  ieysHEpd, SHMwdbss  STIUET  HTeVdhEelLILLD,
yellgemwliilusy srasephd @ewenthgl, FBIS &TOL  LDLsTHT S L epwlisenearud o5eor
sLPCasrer fleweuujid yPlafwed yieuwrs Cuiiiilggis srigujerarer.? (@)Her cpsvd, HLlp
@ svsSwlt LFleymHeT Cleumid &HLIEHEITH FHEWBEH6T B6V6V, Bjew6Y Bl T FITLOTET 6UT6VTHM)] 2_655T6eW L0 61657
I3 SBNTGHI6V HL_ L wL0dBLILIL L em6u 6T6TLIG| Wdhd Clgefleursl LjsvarTdmg).9
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