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surrendered to these gods to protect themselves from fear and diseases. The
primary ritualistic method undertaken by people to attain divine grace and
to express gratitude for the fulfillment of their prayers is called 'Nertikadan'
(votive offering/fulfilling a vow). This research paper comprehensively
examines the role of votive offerings in Tamil folk religious beliefs through
anthropological, sociological, and folkloric perspectives. Based on ritual
intensity, physical effort, and psychological background, this paper
classifies vows into two major categories—'Mild Votive Offerings'
(Menmai-t-thanmaiyulla Nertikadangal) and 'Severe Votive Offerings'
(Vanmai-t-thanmaiyulla Nertikadangal)—and explains their cultural
norms. Furthermore, by establishing the historical continuity of this vow-
fulfilling tradition through Sangam literature, Silappatikaram, and later
ethical texts, it critically analyzes regional ritual variations using field-study
data from modern open-access journals.
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1.0 9y ut6yd & (Hd&EHLD

QBEws LT B% SeTSH0 QSTHTHIAST B Bevalaumd Gsie aufur’ () WryseT,
wasefleor  germrL. eurpeilw@r®h  Fepsd Tl LewwliCUTHLLD  LpLomrsLl
dlepentpgisitonssr  Guipens GuITHDeLSeTUD  SHbewio Bl  HLL{VsTSeDETU|LD
Osiubisarrs o Gaudss BrUEUUD  wésdr, S oFE o il mbsn
NenlEealefBHESID SRsmTs STESE QST OSULMBSMETS FTaTeL hSar
®ewmeussflest pewerts CUMUFNHGHLD, Swisefler Cosrflsemaser BlenmGoumlwenodEsTs
BeaTY  OFVISHIUSNGLD LSBT CLHOEHTETEHLD (LPHETEMWITSRT FLBIEF (LPeHMen LG
CpiigslbsLer @

Q) eueumiieyds &L (hewrT, SLOILD BT (HLIYm LD 3 61f] 65T @)ewmBLoLIG e uilsL
CpirsHsaL_araaiar LBfamar wraiL o, Sapsalisd whmib apdseTnHplue Gprsss
alfours oy rmiidng Gnisfss srsmer SubBler FLkigs Lalrssarain, o 1 adluied
o ooyl HmId o etelws eTaran syfwandler OglumLulld 'QueTemis
SHeTenLow|erenr ChidPlEEL 6dTH6T LMHMID 'uesTenind HesTenLoujsiTar GbidaldbdL 6TaH6T 6T6vT
Qo Cuwmpn diflesarmsal uGss), Seuppler usur’ G Cpplypsnosmen @)dbs By
allendGHImg- CeYID, FBIs VeIl BIseT, FevliLglaTrd, LNDsHTew Bl BTeVST euruilevrs
QpbCriSHssL s wriilst eureorHmis CpTLiéAmw pinia)uCsr®), pefar Fmbs6laefl
ialspsaflsst  saruiieys  Sreysefler  auflGw  eulLmrr  Serallorer  FLBIG,
wrmur(hsemerwd merriley QFIL M

2.0 gMaClFTmaar

BTLQUYDE Fowld, ChidbsldaL 6T, Gl6TewLnd H6TeWID, 6UITENLDd HeiTewL, HTL L T
QULPGHHTHMIWEV, FLBIFSlwIeD, Fhi% Gevdhalwid, 2 ullititied], 9 ehd (pesflwmesdTly, LyewFd s pall
3.0 gpsirsmism

wefls prefesder Cermms & LsH0mHCs Osien anflur® ereTus DT
suripailwedlet sallidss lywrs HewwliLrs 2 KoleubsgisTarg @umnensuilsT FHMBISsT,
Qsrerener GBTiissT, auaTalvhiGsaflsr SFsnISSH WHNID Walss U EULTL 14HE,
uurpul L elluggissst wefld weaThisHeflsd) YFFHMBHUID allwlienuun HBIGCSH
Carpmialsser [@susuds 2 ewrieyd uTHsTLHS GCHLICW  Glguien  sulflum iqesr
Y sILIeTaflliTs: W HSHaT eTareOTD BT (HLILD dHEH6T Hib suripailsst o Grmeslwi,

LOGST VLD, GlLIT(HERTEVLD LoMHMILD BleVSH ST sueTemid Qpalweunenm 2 ml6\Fiuidb QummL (HLi
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ueVGeum FMIOGUIUBIGEDETUJLD 6TEVEMEVS HTeUs) GG lleuBiBenerw|d HHH6eD LY
autgauiopp euflLir’ @ G isafguis uflii () eubgisrarsri
QB UIuBIGATlT HHOTTY S FISTUBIGET BHRIGLGLNHD hH6T, 9505 iukIEem6T
wEpaildsseyd  Hoisaflest  BarBlwnsewsv  CeuaflliL(HSSHOD LIVUMHEF  FL_MhIEHD6T
UGHSHFHIH OClGTEMTL T  YFFLBIGSHETOIT  (LPSHOTEMOUITRT  QIIG6ULTH  alleTh &g
'ChisSlbHL6T Y@L L6TG6T SHTedr eTHTGGTeTEHD @) liyseflssr SallrdSne emu,
ST HSHTCET 61 (HSHH % GC\HTETEHLD TN H6ITEMLD ClBTENTL FL_HIGHHMOTGWIT HV6VS]
stoflws  swpGausslimisenear eflE@d OGloesTenins HeiTewid CEHTEITL  FL_BIGHHMemGuwim
CpirsSEHsEL_aTTHF OFa)ISSH ST
3.1 gpuiailer LNesrerswtluyb 9jeudwiwpid
BT QLD Cgiisy euhlumt (B wrLiley Blevab Ghidgldd L eiTah6T Gleum b cpL_BLoLildbensGuim
VLG ClUTHeTHM FLBIGTFTIBIGGOTT 96V, LTMTH, WU FOPHHSHIT  Fn L (h)
2 ereflwiey UTHISTLL HewWLILTHLD, euredTOHmI OlBHEHHIQHMeTd SHTEWTLG  LD6UTH 6T
SHTMNTH  HHHMAUSHS  CETeTEHD USTUTL () 2 SFlsamTsayb  HlapslsTners.
seflweflgefler GChTil LOHMID FHISTUBISHETF Feps  IeTalled USITHGIOSTeTaTELD,
CplIuSHGHIL OTTRT @F  LUILIHS FHleweVsdwl 2 (HeursHd  BLOLISGMEDUW  6UOTTEHEHa LD
BF&FLIGS6T 256 FsTneur
@)eusuriiailet (psHesTemLd GbTd b BIG6T 6 (HLOTM:

o BTL@UYD weseaflstt Cgiieu BidLlGensuils CBirdd)dhss L 6iTa 66T 616w I ulewmew wiiid

96 Lilerestewfluilspierer 2 _pbgiFsslsemearub Gleuefld6ls TeawTigev-

o GCnigdlssLcrsemwer 2 L eflwed whHmih weralwsendsd 2 L Lhssl ClsTend
SHOTEHLD' MM 'eueTewLod HeTewLd' 6Tedl @) (HeuswaswiTs  BlrevL(hss allfleurs
ST T U156V

e sUAlipF Oasuallwsy @evsFlwmisalled Unsrew mrevsaflspd &L LiL(ib
CpisSleaL e FLmiGsewer @UUIL(H sureormmisb CsTL_TewL BlmieysHs0-

o YBIMEHHTV Hemlieyd Hreyseiledt iglitienl uiled (6T.&M WewOWSHS HLOLD
LOTLSHET, FLPSHSHI BTL L TT OILSHsT, SLOPH el L TT 6TeVemeVd Olglieud aﬂ_rél@asair)

CBiTdFohs L 6vfledT LITaUsVTHBSeMSB WD LITleNTTLOGemSUILD LsOLILI(BSSHIH6V’ .

3.2 augevrHmis COHTL TFFuyid Fhis B)eVd:HWIdF FT6sT M| EHLD
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SO uswTuTL B sureurmMled AmiGHiuiey wHmib BTl LT Gsiiey suflurl (h) LTLserT,
wpeopwrer  Gumep  Fwowds  CasrTiurhsst  Yewweusn@ (erllmbCs  ClFSH)

ST hHeweuwITGLD 2. Fhis &HTVHSlV GCuUITid6Gileurs euflul’ L G&ETHmener LI,
Geuevett Qeuplwiri L 1d, wWpHseHGHF O i’ L o ullitiuedlF FLnkigser GUTeaTHemeu
@ereopw BT Qs anfluriger QST eugeRIGMTEDS. LST®LS SIS
FepssEe0 QUTA of Phs af T e EmsE BESO BL_6), SaubmIdse LTedluib Seranflb @ iq,
WG GBS UL SEH euflul L eupdsd, HTOLGCUTHED  6TeVM6VE: BT
CguieuBIGTTSLD, TLFTL, SHluestenTFTLll, @pefeveuresr Gumrerm BTl mir
01 1161 BI&HETT I 6 LD 2 HLUCUDHMSI’. (9)3 0\ 1161 BI B 61h > (& & AQEAUC TN
aursEnIHsenD, Gpri OBTigssT KR QFIUILGD Chidsdss  STaEpD LIPHISTOF
FLigsasr Lflammio eusriéferwGu s HasTmer
4.0 ‘CpiighHlahmsL 61 — 6ClFTev6dleVd:d56wT LpLd G\ M G)LIT (5 6¥sT 6% Lo U LD
4.1 o511 allaTdEmISEHID HMVEHATEHFWE CHrLLmHID
‘CBisAssL 6T @I SMVFQFTD, OsiusEnEGsd QFLUILED @D
IS BlewpGaupmiid Fups-Fiows sL_eieuiu)b REHEGCH GBIOIUSTE1D
wiseller arpaldd THUGD SDOH SRV SiETUBISMmaTT GUIEEGD QUTHL ),
S5O iiuEIEmT CouaiTiyd QBTaET®E), SjsGuMTHSL BHenCuBlaTTed SSHE FLTssH
Qs etisEhEE SeNsEn LmLOML® FTibhs FLEGSMET balouissd: SLT S5
CrisdasL o aaréd &l Qo Gssmaw Gpisdss st GUUIC L Horiugsulsr
TWSLILIL TS FUL BISMTHEGey  GFweOL(BHFlTmeT 6TedTd SIS — HeWeVDHEBETEHF WILD
&L (OF DG ‘Bedeuissd HL 6T 6TedTLICSH Lo(H6] CbiTdhDlHbL 6T 6T auLpdHdled BlewevGlLmHmg)
sTeTLIG) @)H60T ailerda Lo @ LD
S0 Sasrraluilest g pmilitig, ‘ChidgHlesLer sreTugh OHliauBISEHSGHF 6ClFeHEHI0D
WSLTMHT G ‘Chiged’ wHMID ‘SLerT YHw @)® CFrhaseafler Cridbenswmsd @)F6lFTsv
2 (heurdmg)-

o Gpigsv: OpleushFl b speitemm Couetttigds OlHTETEHBHD VLG H(HoUDTS

L1561 6T E1h B 6"

o L& L LTWID SHouF OFess Couswnriguws GClUTMILIL] HV6VGI HL LD
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BT. SHFHewrCeumiilsremeruilesr HOPGIWTL HHrTH), "CHidev eT6iTLE GEHT(HHHD 6TEHM
T HeweTu LD, HL 63T 6T6dTLIGI Hl(HLOLIS ClBT(HSHBH6V 6TdTM CILIT(HEWOTW|LD 2 WL WG 6T
GOIUL GO DG TS ULPSHEHIV, HL 6T 6TTLIL| HLewedWd: GUILILGTELD: G)ewmeusit
Sl BETEOLEEHEEE @SLLTDTS WalseT £EHbus QFraIssn Lealss &L amuoGu
CpisglsaL_arTang

4.2 Gsuteu suflum’ger CETHMpLd 2 arailwied LNesrevrsvwtuyid

seoflefls wHmIb Feps Blewsvsaflsy weflgiseafll b srewrliiL(Bih HFF 2 ewriey, GlEHTigu
Cpriizser, Gunswsuilest FHMmiIsHeT YFlweweuGuw CBiGHlHEHL T EHSHTET (LPHETENLOD:
STTewflHeTT@GD OGHiey euflur@® wellseewLw yFs 2 swrisHAulledlphbgiIb, GHM
o anris AN BHSID o G TS THTD SwSS G)EG GBrEssssss aflsafsr
BDL(PPDE saumissit, aurpallusd) GoDUTHSET LHDID RUINDSE HTHSIU YFFhI%sT
welsmars Qsiiusms QBrss BaissdaTner

9|FF5CHTH Fn gl LOTIH6IT 2 V&G GITLBISATO(HHG SHeTWT allevdhdld Ol TeTausm s
sLayemer hT(heug @usOLITaT eTmT @D Glguiauniseaflsr gieweuTCuiT(®h Lwdhensd HmEeu
Cursdlds GlaTeTEpld Wwefls euTpdhemasuilsy Glgiiey BILIbenadGF FmLiLTer @)L b 2 T
6T6ITLIG| FLOW LOTEYIL I UIEVTOTT&HETET dnMMT @D YFFHCHTDH Fnlgl @)G6Huien eudlum(p
weflpevear o_blwg gisTunisailsdlbbg alGsme Clup auifleldhalng!

AW PUTOBTHST Jeuisellst HBHSICILY, "B GleTerg) CFuBTD, Brer (@sreng
QsiiGoust steirny OSiusms GBrasd GO0 SyliLmL PUiLBSGL CauamHsMTED"
suflum 1960 sTpld @)euGeuenrT(HBevser Cleumn ClLmIbCUTEI, HSDEG BOTWIE HLOTTHS
Gamuilsvseflsv 6l 16umis a6t H16m 630785 6135 T 6301 (h) urt_ (), 9L L_LD LoMHMILD
Hespssismenay st Gpibdss_sissr HopGauppiiL@sper

BT LT eupdsTHmlwsd Cariuml L reri oy rerrsd(h surs Glassireorts (Arnold van Gennep)
Sjeuiseflest 'sLbg6FvevsL FLm@Gser (Rites of Passage) Gariumriigedrig,
CrisssLar QFssind LsSHT, alrSOGILSET apapd FLkiGsasd LBGHDHLIS6T
epeopld Quisvr) Blemsvulledmhg alPuUL® 'sritewwCuplu sereflswsv’ (Purified Self)
Blewevew i jem L medr 4.

5.0 CriighHldaasLsTHaflsr aenasLILITL 1gueV: CLOGTENLD LOMMILD 6M6STEN LD, F 65T 6w LD 6IT
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BT (BLYD wohserTed CumbelsrsrartiLihn ChidhdleEsL srsmer, 2 L edlwed 2 swipliL), suesdl

HMID FLBIGS Sallrsseren aslweunmler glitenulled @) | Gumn Lfleyserrsli

L@&&He0riDd!:

1.

GoesTemLod GeTemLoulsiter Gbidld &L _6iTH6i

2. custtewing setTenLowjeirar GhidSHldh &L _6oTH6i '

5.1 Qwsirswivg, Herewoujsirar Cbiddhld oL 68TdH6iT

2 L eweV QUhSHTLEY, eTshdler allhliusCsT@H sTaflewwwiTssd GFUNLLILIED FLBIGSH6T

CleTenLog SeiTewiowsiTen b dhHl%h% L 60TH6T 6TaTLILI(HILD @)euDMI6T LO6IT6WETFFEEVT 2 L 6V

Gz i158eur @)(HLILIGIVEMEV: Y ewIiD ClLISTaNILD FLOTE @)Hl60 LikiGHDHLIT

CQUTBIHEND WeUBHV.: IATHGHIG CoHrullsvsafleid Slmalwprdssaflssr  Cumg
CQuTgIUTSSLILGHLLD FLBISGTGLD Cousnrt(hHevmsT BlewmGoumieusn @D HedTewLOS6IT
SWL_GHM&HGHL Bherml CaFaisgid CQuTmL (B yslw urensTuilsy GLTBIGelL (B

6w L_LILIfT

wrallevds@ ammev. udFFfld wralled GleusVsvid WHMID BB HeVBE ailerdsGsnmisug)
wrallevssTEHL @)g1 et 6lguiamisEhdh@&GTlw FAmiiy eufluTL TE: LbewLp
Gpmus, sewr GCmmil, euuilmmi eued, ew&H-&TL 6fdbasd GCurerm LilewflaearTed
UTEEHOUL L euiser, CBTil @GsTenL_hohgHIb LUTHEsOul L 2 piifler GolufLras
wralevds8asnml ChissHldbsL aT ClFaidbgiaui

UTOGL D HMID SpullTHIST LUTHST THHHV. LTVOGL LD 6T(HHH6D LHMILD
urTeneTullsd LV Fiewersefll Qg SuGLHM] eupd uilThiIsHesnT LITenesT 6T(Hd 6D
gaslwewen  Crmiusefledmha  allGul L swwsEsTer — GleTenwwrer  Hermlds
&HL_6UT&HETIT (& LD

QurisoL. CuUT®hBHsv WHMID 2 MILILF FOTLILIERTID: (LPplg STENTHENE 6TETLIG &H6dT
SMVWlywUW OplilusSnE@ aflliusT@d  Sallehi SaTMSTFOT  (FeDHd
GOIUURensuilsy, "I ewL  IGLILIUTSHET  CTOTENIML W Y 6WTEUS WS ULD,
@ rreGurasdsansulb G)Méasl emeudsslEmer sTaiTn) Blewersgd ClaTanrGL Glm enL

CGur@&Ipriser srerumi GePib, ewd, HTev, Hewr GuUrerm 2 L syimiliyseflst
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sulgailsy Gleusirafl 9LV LildHemers 5 BHHweard GlFiig Cgieussln@ eflliugid
(3)Fl6L L_BIG LD

5.2 susitewiog sHeirswoujsitar CbidHld &L eraeir

wefls YDHMeweLs SLbg Bbleweoullsy, 2 L ewevs SHallrwrs auhssld 6lBTeT(®  Loevflsedr

QB euG SN &GHF ClFiiu)b FL_kIE BlewsvsGar ausTenLod, HeTewLOU|6Ter GbiT & gd % L 63T 6T &) LD

o Wilpruggisbser woHmb  FHally  Crmiiselled(hhal  LBMTL euidssr  @)FFL mIGHMeT

GmOls TeralesTmevtii

YhH N FFL I THHHV: Cxmullev F(mallprs CsTL_da Brefley allrsLllHhai, enaulev
VG| HWEVUIlD HeWTeV LITeMETeNWl 67Hd 6UVID 6UHGVTGHID jbewio Gpmiil
GewrTereuisehd  UlstemeriGum — Ceusldriguwiauisepld  @)FFLmiews 9 PHLD

ClF ISl ST ST

@Y gy (SlHbso). CBGLUTD BIriuiulL GOTL sl 1S5S
BLLOUSTGD 6. 6eTedl. Gupmer @ewsgls unmml eilerds@Gemasullev, "GCBEpLs»LS
ST LOUII6IT ML WTETLOTS LD&HEBET & (HGHIBIMTTEHET. ClFiig Lireud ulw 6\pmLiLNev
GoflEs Ceuanr(Hid" sTedTm BHLbLNGewHBuwr @)s6dT LN6T6vT 6001 WiT@HLD 6T6dTLIM T

Lmenauds SHTaulg TBHHHeV. 2FFHaTTV 2 L W6VS FHIWETdHGl, FeTeD & Wilm)derTed
Ulenents g, aursarnbiseaflGeur CspisafllGur 2 L swsvg CaTmisalll L aurm semremuwls
QBTL T LMBSH 6UBHBVOTGHL @)g1 yewrserrsd L (HGw CFuwiiu®GE g
allmgIBS T rflwiblosT, g wlitggri wriflwibioeT, Femeow bl 1g GlFsvevTuiluibLossT

Carullsvsafley @)dFFL mi@ YaspGlLuHmE!:

VG HBHBHIHV DHMILD B)THID B)1pdHH6V: B) (1 H6TeTHBIHeNTU| LD (9)eWewTd g1 GlLifw
2arAlUITeV GIWETHHI V&) GSGIH6V, CHTel6V ClBTHBH6T &HdHDH HulmiserTey CHemr
B WHBHV, YmiGLILITSL Fewrid CFIFeD, sullm GHoHHIH0 CUTETHEWE & (6w LDWITEDT

suetTew LD GbiTdBdhdbL_63THETT (LD

o ulliiued Q&arTRHSHev: Slrmw Creusmamseafler eufluri g Flir, b, CFeusv
uedlufl(h %6V (LPSHETTEW LD WITEIT G @pmiisefled mbg b aumiem Lo ulled) (b gILD
allPuL_ L euiser sTiD Coueirigdolameanri Ly 6\5uieuniseEndhd@ 2 ullitiued ClsTHda

@) rssLiLenL_wev 3)HSledTmevTi
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5.3 suswa L iguwed T B L L suenewr

Ui (b5

FnMIH6IT

2 1 60lwIev

Geugmemevr

2 arallwiey &Iyevt)

umIGHMLITaTT &6

WpaEw

6M19.6U MBI 6T

LT (HERTEW LD

Fn M1 FH6IT

G ssTEm Lo d; & 65T 6% LD W SIT 1T

Cbii&HdaL_6T

2 L _emeV el (hdgIaUH0emeV; sTerfl
pswmuilsv
BeopGappiuGElng:

steflwr BSTHWNIBH6V, GCLITG 6uT6wT

BevLD Geuevnt(h % 6L-

umedlesr Gaumiuimig et
ClLIswT ST, GLHEDDH BT,
WS Guwiri sTaiflglev
LBIGHM &6V TLD:

EUTBIS6, Lrellevdd,

LTeV@GL LD, S uilTmisesT LiTeneoT,

(LPLY-& TEwslSHem s, 2 Gevrs
2 _MILIL&6T
LIT6V, LR GleusvsvLd,

STelWBIS6T, LYd k6T

QUSTEDIDS  FH6I LD U6ITAT

G &Hda 16T
2 1 edlwev

Sallr 616V,

STWILD,

Qrss  Abgised

LOHMILD HewTeD LiwesTLIm (h):

LD [ 6307 LIwiLb, SHailr
@priiseafled) (hbHgILD S
F& B3 6111601 ([ &I LD LB 61 LD
SL_L_ T

shewwwrer  allrsllphs

9Y,EWTH6T LHMILD Flev GHallrL

ClLIss TS 6T
SdalevflFFL1g, L& &,
LUDe»als  STallg, V&

65315V, PISD F)WSHSe,
o uiliciued):

HLm, CFeusV, IFn M6WLOWITEIT
VG H6T, FewTeD &Hullmiser,

SFFL1g

6.0 Qasualluisv wHMID LNDHET @)evasdHwmisansv ChishdHlddsL T &FTeTmIH6aT
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