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Article history Abstract: Tirukkovaiyar, positioned as the Eighth Thirumurai in the Tamil
Received: 20-08-2026 Shaiva Bhakti literary canon, is a unique Kovai treatise that deeply
Revised: 20-08-2026 articulates the nuances of Shaiva Siddhanta theology through the
AccePted: 24-08-2026 framework of Akam (interior love) poetry. Authored by Saint
f“bhs"ed: 25-08-2026 Manikkavasagar, this work uses worldly romantic conduct as a foundation
Corresponding Author Email: to artfully depict the philosophical relationship between the individual soul
venu. venuga@gmail.com (Atman) and the Supreme Being (Paramatman). The references to "dance"
within this text transcend mere artistic performance, evolving into symbols
of cosmic movement and the fivefold activities (Pancha Kritya) of the
Supreme Deity.
This study extensively examines the dance forms featured in
Tirukkovaiyar—including Lord Nataraja’s Thillai Dance, Ananda Tandava,
Pandarangam, Veriyatal, and Kuravai Koothu—along with their associated
Sattvika aesthetic expressions (Meippatukal). Through a comparative
approach, it establishes how the verses of Tirukkovaiyar align with the eight
emotional expressions of Tolkappiyam’s Meippattiyal, the principles of
Bharata Muni’s Natya Shastra, and the Navarasa concepts of Mahabharata
Chudamani. Furthermore, textual references regarding Aharya Abhinaya
(costumes, makeup, and ornaments) of both dancing maidens and the Deity,
as well as data concerning musical instruments such as the Muzhavu
(drum), are analytically evaluated with evidence. By demonstrating the
convergence of devotional fervor, artistic refinement, and philosophical
depth, this paper highlights how dance functions as a medium for spiritual
elevation.
Keywords: Tirukkovaiyar, Manikkavasagar, Thillai Dance, Nataraja Philosophy,
Meippattiyal (Aesthetic Theory), Aharya Abhinaya, Shaiva Siddhanta.
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1.1 HHa&ECarewanumi mred LeTerswiluyd snaFau FldbdThdbLpLd
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1.2 uT Hew1L_g SWVaUGT HVeW6Vd: FndhBILD LETLD [bTUIL] LIT6UEW 6T U|LD
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2. Hm&HCHETemaITTIV YL 6V 6IGUBISEBHLD L TTE HdgI6U(LPLD

F(HBCHTemanuriled L 60 sTedTLgH 2 ewiidd] Oeuellliurl ewi g Srewry YeTils 2 wiene
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UTieugdl &rent Flevemev cpg T ereweuullGev CHmesry] sTeVeWLUNVVTS Y OTHS HL6UTHSHleW6TLI

yflujib FHeuedt sTevr HLTTEL1 GILIHLOTENST LTewllEHauTFasT FHmLiLilsslesTpmi
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FndBHT(HLISUSTSH| | (HETTEGLD 6TewT aileuflEELILB S DI

6TeW 6T Y,e0T(H ClBTeTLT(HILD LT TedT jigewinds HTLDenTd>Sds LI BId W 6OTUIT6IT. ..

UThisener DMl HeneveeT sTaiTamib CLIT (S SjeuesT sTetTewsdT ewr(H Glosment(h B Lilymevfler
jsiTueT sTeard GVILLIGF mTeT @ Big QB Lrrer stard HaubLmwmer Amiiilsasliu@slsTmri
YLD HW6VEF, HMeVUSTTeT L TTL1 GlLLoTeflest 9L _edleir ApLiL) @)S6iT cLpsvid LevILIBE MG

@ rspswL_w BLomL (h L weuGITDIPeHL_WITT QTS (LPEHL_ L W6t SlsDemev |6dTedT T

CTHEUDTEH Fmmed sTedTend LGFHUleD FHewsveaust Hergh CwTflsE sweval LSwTLTS
Blewevewouile @)mi suripLisui suril SMHSTEV S FbGID 6TEWILD 6TRTERTLD 2 ewL_wieui GLTe LD

6TEVT 26T GBS TET (B)HiI& B)THpewL_w HLLOTL L 1D 2 ewL_wieui sTewrd Fleusit AmLiidasliuiBE i

Q& r&a) ewflhEentlbal BleTmmig.

I[DLIVSSTIg ..

@ewmeusit Flsvemevuilsy GlETEHE ST @MEewlbhg BlTHT(HLIEUST 6TEHTMID, HLDLIVSD6T 56T Sevvr
BleTmI (LIS 6TTMILD LITL 6V&%6T LIGley GClFi1ssledTn6vr

2.2 LITETL JBIS D, CleumwITL 6V LHMILD @& TeDeUd Fnddl LOTL|EET

Flausst 9, (HIb HleVewsvew W PLILITII 6TETMH Hewevallewiids &M@ CUTg|, HTTeT GLiighsT LTiidseTn

UDBISTL 1960 ) HBemev allhLoLlw Heusst 2 _emmujb SlsVewev sTevt 6uiiewfldhs liLIBHS DS

Gl OpTews UTLGT ST 1gewL WL (B ubd. ..

467


https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts06022026.44

Podimathaya Venuga. Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies, Vol. 6 No. 02, August 2026,
https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts06022026.44

HTEDTEHSTVLDEMOWTT ST Lilg Gewmeusit Hlheurermisrl_gsd Cuiiseaflsit pHGeu BledTmi g w
LITERTL_TBI%HS dndgl UDM] @UIuTi_sV euf] Blewesrayl HH TN LITEITL_TBIS Fndgl 6TOTLSI (LPLILTLD
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SHUPLOIW TFn G BT
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Bew&GWw pems @)efleursy WL ewE YFFD ClLHLISLD Cleugefl 2 auens6lwsiTy S LiLmrlevl L Tib
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Curledlesr @)L 585 saamHm @& @i elwlibusTeaflDmed sTenid euflsHsT cpeVd HL W
(@MwiiygFaensu) Geuaflliu@SSLILGSEDS UTST HYDHUS TowsSler cpevid alwliydF FHemeusnil
QeuefliLih\g S ujsiTermi

468


https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts06022026.44

Podimathaya Venuga. Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies, Vol. 6 No. 02, August 2026,
https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts06022026.44
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SHMEVEUGT Fewevailewiids Her(h @eueT 6ClGuIauIOLETETT TdT UDMI HEVTHST (F)eWLDGH6V,
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STeTLILI(HS DG

3.2 2_quews, YyFFID, CLHLIGID, Faflaugsv 2 swrieysafer Gevddlwrs LNyCuirsip
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