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The greatness of the Tamil land is celebrated globally in the tribute that
"Tamil Nadu gained world renown by giving Valluvar unto the world." Free
of the narrow boundaries of caste, religion, race, gender and language, the
Thirukkural presents egalitarian life principles applicable to all humanity. It
examines individual discipline, the virtues of domestic life (lllaram), the
ethics of asceticism (Thuravaram), social justice, and political ethics in depth.
Drawing directly on the primary text, this paper foregrounds the central moral
values the Thirukkural advocates — love, charity, hospitality, impartiality
and purity of mind — and, on the basis of findings reported in contemporary
international research journals, undertakes a comparative analysis of
Thirukkural ethics against other Dharma Sastras. It further examines the
concepts embedded in the Thirukkural in relation to modern science, social
psychology, agriculture and educational management, together with their
continuing relevance to present-day needs.
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UINTF Fr(HdHBHLD

Fhis @SS WSFNGHD FBISD WHalw STVHSNGHD @ewL iUl L sTevssled Sulp Gorfluilsv
6T (D506BTemas, LSSHIIUTL (H), LUFCTHTH PHMTEHG BTVSET 6TOTL LisVauensHLILIL L uTLpeiliis)
B evsaElwBISsT QUuIDDLILIL L 6T. 9euDHMIsT LIS ClTarnTd pHewnTd @ HIsvsersr euflswFuilsy Flmhd @meir
MO BY @evsElwniseaflsT wenflo@GL LTSS SlBHAIDGI. HFV6WBIGD "2 sl GlLTgwenn" sTeorLl
Gurpmliu@Bd @)bHTensv QuipBlwieui G\HiieuliLjevaui BHeu6TEHeT S 6euTiT.

"UETEHUST ST 2 VADHE, Hbp Cleuswrur Hsp Cupn SBPETE" st HLElp Blevdslsr
Cumewi 2 _vserrall Blewsoullsy LsLiLBSEIDGI. SlHHGDsT FTF), WHID, @)evrid, LITedleTLD LHMILD
Cmf) Frihs 6ThB6leUT([H GHMISIU 6TVMEVSHEHEBEGLD 2 L' LIL TV, 9JHleV Lo6vlg &6VID (LpLpemLod: & LD
CUT(HHBHH I 19 W FLOSHHIe euTpalluis) GlBM (pewDHDET (PeiTewalsEsIDGl. B)bHHITV SHeoflBLT 6(LHSHLD,
B)svevm HiTod, FIDOUD RLSHID, Fps HFH WHMID THWD HPEISmET s YwTs ailoulssing.
RSG5 Dewr, FHHEBSDET (PSTWaUSGHLD DS CHTLLUTHHTTET 6T, Fewd, allhhEHTLbLIs,
BB@Blewevsnid HDID WaTESTIIDL Yslweiperm tpsw 2 rullst enflCu ailersgeaGsr®), pafsr
FroiGzs  guialgpsefsr yyesailsr gylumLulld Fnsegper YpsIHGn Lip  HwHe
FTOVS THIGEHDB G @ewLullevresr Ufl (Hi u@GliuTiienauwid, $me@Gmerflsy Curdlbgisrer Hafer
g Plallwev, Feps o erailwey, Couarranrewio, &Hsval GCLEVTERITENLLF FHHMTHET LHMILD H|SH6dT
2 svsearTailw Chewsuswwiuyd aflfleurs Qg rmiidng).

B CIFT DB Bl SMEN, YDSSILIITED, ZIVVDIWIe), ZIpeUDIluIs), LOTSSTUIDL, FApss )
pafer ymilailiisy, Hsvar] GLosvrssTenLo.
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1. @psirsmrsn

S0p Gwriluller CsreTenoswwiujb LaTUTL HF Fpliewuud 2 VFENHEG THSHHIMITHGLD 2 6ITaTS
@evs sl QUTESagTHS SHpaugl S(HdkEGHDET Y GLD. GMsT Cleusnrur wrliLile 9ewibHs )HBT6V
1330 @mstasmearuyn, 133  gFlasrrmismerud  GaTenr® allerhigG  FLOHD  surpeilwied
uflsTL 1IquIT@Ld. weflg euTphensuller Hemearsgil uflresrmisemeru 9mid (Virtue), Gumrmsr
(Wealth), @)siriid (Love) ersstemiib wpliimevrsl L&GSg! F(HeusTEheUT SHEHITOTTT. HeuDMI6T LD6vTS%
QUTAIET  (PSHHTEOWIWTRT G SHSTOTHA|D, T  @)H  UTOSMTE W  CLIT([HEHdbELD
QSTUSIID S0 AT B> BTTOTSAD DS HDSSICILITE) pGLD-

IMSSHILILTED  eflgemer BevsuplliLi(hssl, seflwefls eurpsemasullepid Fepsds S Lenioliileid
IOLSlDWIW LD  FLG5FHIMUSMSW LD THUDSSHIMUMS (PHeiTewd  CBTHBLTHS 6OleTenT(heTers.
LeRTeNL & SLPT HMbews Gleumid WHF FLBISGTEHL UTTESTLOD, euTpallis) HTTEHaD Fepd
RSHHOTHD 2 _WITHgI UTPHSET. "LOTHSIHHMT DTHVST Y5H6) SYDITSHSNET ST GMeiT
auflgssit  9meLler  Gwdsemrsemsg e sTaflewwwrsayd  HCHCausmeruils @ LLOTHEYLD
UDHTWMSBSTDST. R)EH._(HwT SHBSHDET FmmID HYDH HHSSHIHHMT pev 2 e»rGwm®
RUUCHTSE, mefear Fmbs amsd FieuGss yialspseflsr (Open Access Journals)
BIOHEHL 6T Qeventsg) ailflourer gyiia)l) UTTEaIHW IPEIGHDS.

2. 9w FHleir QuUTHEBHLD ureOTH ML LT 65T 6vT630F UL

2.1. Ypib — FBBHIH 2 BUsHLI LGLILITUINY

'gmid’ sTsiTemd GFTed 'Gm) eTeirm alleneFQFTIelled(BbgI o HATATHTED. ' SMIHBL’ sTTLIZI
BSUIISETET LITEDSDU 2 (HOITS GBS, Hewiosemen blailly HYSHDIS, DD BHeTEHLOEHWIU]LD
Sewweowin NG5S0 starts L serhiselst) GQUITmSTUGFADG!. LIHHTLSHD @5l Tioew
BlsewTig et AT Tesr vl 6V L(HLi, LeslHeT SHaTH6SH6aT uedTWMIGHIEOISTTL PSS
pevpsaflst (g Blevm eugeuGLo DD 6TETMI QUHTWDISIDTIT.

Applying conceptual metaphor analysis to the term aram, Murugan and Ramalingam identify forty-
nine distinct metaphorical categories through which the Thirukkural articulates the concept, and
demonstrate that every one of these metaphors ultimately anchors back to the two foundational life-
values of anbu (love) and manitham-neyam (humanism) (Murugan and Ramalingam).

pefer Corfluluish oy ieuTeriaserTer GlGeTmeL (pHEH6T HMID ClFveuLiTrd) @) rmrwedlmsin (2024)
B CuiThlesr &HSHIMH 2 (Heusll uGruriialeruily, $lmdb@Gmeafed ' mid' sTenib GlFmsv 49 suenauirsst

H(HSSHI(H 2 (HUBBIGTTSHL LweTUBHSSLILL (hsTergl. (@euaisnersgl 2 (houdbmiseEnh @) mislullsv

377


https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts06022026.37

S. Padma et al. Kalanjiyam International Journal of Tamil Studies, Vol. 6 No. 01 (2026): May 2026,
https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts06022026.37

'gjeiry HmId 'weflsGrwid’ Elw g liten surpalwsd wHliysCerm® LilensntdaLiLil (hsTearsst
eT6dTLIENS GIomLflullish oy ii16&H6iT Blmi6FlesTD6dT.

2.2. usHTSDL G BT FUPESID YW BBHEBTESLD

FBIS HTVSSIYID FBISD WHalw HTVSBVID SLLTHeTeT HF euphBIGLD STMHIGET ' mHHeTLD'
6Tt e sLiLLl L er. GluTgCeuaflullepid 9mOBYemws Netupmieug sulipfler LssTUTL B
wruTE G Ghss. Soausteneui @bs wWruTihs YPEBHsmeTs QFwewlLBSS, wels
Qs gler  paubleur® LUGFHEHGD ST (HID 2 WHEl  CUTHIWIDWTHS  Hl(HoHGHMDewerL
uewL_Ggefldhsmi.

3. HHSGDeT JWGHHIILTOST H1_Leoioli] wHMID Fuisd LG

BlmsGmeflsit 9MSHILILTY Cuwrssh 38 YyFlarriismers CarearLgl. @)g urulrelwsy (4
IFsTrmIser), @svsvmaiwsd (20 oFsTrmissr), simeupalwed (13 oFsTrBiseT), wWHMID 2arLfluied
(1 o Flasrrid) stemid prer@ Quisvsearrsls LNfEsULL (Herargl. @)daL L enwliy L L eusnesnt 1-60

QB T&HSSLILIL(h6T6rg).

Table 1. Structural classification of the Arathuppal (Section on Virtue).

lyal (§)uwisv) No. of Principal Themes

Adhikarams
Payiraviyal 4 Praise of God, praise of rain, greatness of the virtuous, the
(urullrefluisv) necessity of virtue
Illaraviyal 20 Domestic life, love, hospitality, gratitude, impartiality, good
(B)svsvmailuisv) conduct, charity
Thuravaraviyal 13 Compassion, realisation of truth, freedom from desire,
(s1maupailwisv) forbearance, non-violence
Oozhiyal 1 The power of fate and the limits of human effort
(2arfluscb)

Figure 1 below illustrates the same structure as a hierarchical diagram, situating the Arathuppal

within the larger Muppal framework of the Thirukkural.
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Figure 1. Hierarchical structure of the Thirukkural: from Muppal to Adhikaram.

MUPPAL (Thirukkural, 1330 Kurals / 133 Adhikarams)

ARAM (Virtue) — Arathuppal | PORUL (Wealth) — Porutpal | INBAM (Love) —

Kamathuppal

I (focus of this study)

Payiraviyal 4 lllaraviyal 20 Thuravaraviyal 13 Oozhiyal 1 Adhikaram
Adhikarams Adhikarams Adhikarams

3.1. uruilgafluwsv wpmyw Bsvsvpailursh CSLosvredrenLo

(3)6V6VM UTLPEHEWE 6T6ITLIGI LO6YE FeLpddhHlett L0lE (LpEHHEWLDTET g dbHeaTT@HL. &HBHIDL SjewLoLiLilsy
SIS, WeaTall, GPHMSHT AYH U APQIBD S55510F] HLEOWEHEND QIWPAITION YDEISDETL]
dletumm  eurapd  ewwliGu  Aphs  @veupr@d.  @vevpallwedlsy T Y MbHGleT
o uiBriguTss SESILEADS. SSTLIDMTS aiThsamds SaflidsTs o aiwrn GUIGTDS e,
9TCL G THMET PETHleWewTH G MMV 6TTMID susiTEhoui BmieySmmi. efigm@ eumLd
allmhslerewnr @eTpssgiLaor 2 uFfa@gGh  allphGsribued Slpfledr o wihs LSTUTL T
susflu iS5 1L HHDS).

auBlweuisEhds@ 2 sauGs5 mends stedTmih, LT CFiIs o sSalleww sTeTmid LMESTO (3)(HLiLg)
QFiBBeTH G MPIHL  TTMID  eusTEHUTTY  HPLISHILBS DG  Gogid, werdssl RLUT®,
Curmiem, Limer @)V allewpwITentd, LDHIg DTeOW, WHMID Liwefley CFTLITEMLD Y dsluieney

Seflwesls PUSBHMBHH STHEGD @)V CBMIGATTS H)6eWLOSH 65T M 6vT.

3.2. ymsumailuwisv wmmyh 2971flurs) Fbs5 60691 56T

SIDaUPAIlW) 2 V5 YDFSDETUD LUDDISDETU|D SL5G] QT 2 wiThs eTls wHID
gIpellwed RupssnISmen allonsGANSI. SIPAUDSIST g LILIDL Y BEHPL L sTaTLILIBID Y sle
2 Wiligser LHTET & (HewewTwIT@ L. CUILeRTTHV, FHhHemesrd HTUIEDLD, FISTLIBIHENET & THIELD

CuTmewid, LHMID HYWFHWeTH S (HLULUDBSGSHID HeUTAISTENLD D&l LIGHTLSHST FImeumndalet
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WPEHFWS HTesTHarT@. 2erifluied ereirLg ailgluller euedlswewuwiw|d, ewHdh FL bgl GlFwsvLIHILD
wesfla 9,MMEdlET sTLEMVED WIW|LD 6T(HSGIDTHESIMS.

4. werhGTUIH UL HMEHEET (LPHETENLD (F)6Vd>35 63T (LpLD

4.1. "o g 515 5r 1SV YYg6D " — Gmeir 34-sr allflsurer 2_soFLILIGLILITUISY
FmausTenar ADSIHGS S s sefllswwwirer whnib pwrer Glodsamrd @Gnsr 34-@)s
O [ELIAETLTEYE TR

"106V BG5BT 10TFIVGT 456D YPGB Y& BT Lip”
B)E@mefledt G liLenL L1 QT (KT, §p(HeUT H6T 2 6TenGHl0 HDMID (LoTe) B)LVTHoUSTTS (3)(Hdbd
Gouent(hid; YMLD 6TOTLIGHI HyeieuaT@ar Y@L 6TOTLISTGLD. LWTSHHTUIHD (B)sevVTosy Glauaflullsy
CFunwiu@®id QL DUTF FLBIGHEHD, CouLBseEnd OGeuaflliugsl L Ter reurrGw et

2_GITEMLOIITEIT HMLOTHTH].

4.2. ClpmrsvsvrFfwisarlsir 2_sog spLiLfs)

FHBSHDEHSGHL LYPBISTOSHDHD 2 ewr st ClgrevevrdAflwisst Q)EHGneEnsE oflsgisTer

allerdamiser ULTL B ChTdhdlL 9L L suenewnt 2-@)60 OlbT&HES UL (HsTarsr.

Table 2. Comparative summary of classical commentaries on Kural 34.

Commentator Interpretation of Kural 34

Parimélazhagar Whoever is free of mental fault possesses virtue; all else is mere ceremony
and outward show. The five faults are ignorance, egotism, craving, desire

and hatred.

Manakkudavar Being without fault in one's own mind constitutes the whole of virtue; if the

mind is tainted, every outward act becomes mere display.

Pari-thi It is sufficient virtue simply not to dwell on sin, even within the mind.

Kaalingar Freedom of one's own mind from sinful intent is, in itself, the whole of virtue.
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S. HBEGWET JYWSFDG w1 HB FTVHTSE DG GewL ullevrsr eriumiia)

5.1. "ImiClumdgth stsvsvr 2_ulligagd"” — wrspL. FLogs e

FBIS HTVSSINEGL et S0 Blevddled eweuds wsb, Fwewrd, GlLeTdhsd CUTaTD FbSThHSnmIS6T

W pswruller. §&HETVSE euL_Cumlulley 2 Heurdhsliul L wsy mw Frevglrio (Manu Dharma

Shastra) Upiiflesr g liuewuilsy weflgisemerts Lfsg, eumentrdAro ewwliewLwd Fepss

STODSSTPe|Beeru|d BluruiinGSslwg).

LTIV Fl(HAUTEHaIT, )| SHiLodHHleT FwaTHm CHTL LTHSHEHSE PHDleID wrmul (), Wwreni

FHHIUGMS 2 Thsl Cuerri. "Uph6ursgd ersvevr 2 ullidb@" eTeib v 2 Vs

Cariurl el (pesTensudbHgi,

BlrrsfSssl.

FT ),

DS LD,

uredlers UTGUTHHWeTS  Fl(HBGHMeT (LPHNIIeYILd

Table 3. Comparative analysis of Thirukkural ethics and the Manu Dharma Shastra.

Criterion

Thirukkural Ethics

Manu Dharma Shastra

Social structure

All are equal by birth; superiority is
determined only by occupation and

character.

Varnashrama doctrine;
superiority/inferiority fixed on the

basis of birth.

Status of women

Woman's dignity, chastity, and
equal standing within the family and

as life-partner are affirmed.

Emphasises women's lack of
independence and gender-based

inequality.

Justice and

punishment

Justice and impartiality are
prescribed as common to all,

transcending caste.

Differing punishments prescribed on

the basis of caste and varna.

5.2. seps Fluyip Srmraflt % CoHme’ Lire’ @) gty

Fwm&Gmerflest LY wTers BaTer Feps He (Social Justice) wpmib Slrrall & FAbsenest ILL 65T

CBmmIS W ST Ty WSHTS YyleuTariser &L 195HETL (HaleTmevri.

DDETT  UTHHSS)6oT

DY BlHHSSING TS TTEH eraflw wEsefler surpallwisy 2 flewwsewarud, FrHwHD FOSGHI6U FeLps

S|EWLOLIEHLILYLD F)(hdEGM6T Y 6wllGHTLoTS suedlmiSHHISmg).
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6. HpE@meansd mafer ymlalwesd wHmib CwsvTsnrenod CarL LiT@Es6r

Recent scholarship — for instance, Nagalingam — argues that the Thirukkural is not merely an
ethical text but a rational document that underlies several branches of modern science (Nagalingam).
praedbisd (2026) Gurerm mefer yiisureriseflesr gmpmmilitig, FwmeEEGDer Gleumib HmHITeL
WL Hwevsvrosd, BHafer Mlalwedler L FIMMBEHEGLD SGssarrs allarbiGld UGHSSD6y

S, QUETITLOT (G1D.

6.1. w@ggIv 1PYIh Feapss 2 sraflusd Ymib
pafer mSgeud Crrewwds sHeorMPlgsv (Diagnosis), Grmiissresr STrenTdens ) Tmilgs)
(Prevention), wpmid gsenflsgld AdlFems wyeopeow Sefllssev (Treatment) stemin  epssmy
BleDsVEED6d; Cl5TewoT BTG QU6 EhaIT R)HEVET D[HSSHIN SYDIOTH VT HEI MGHHSISTENTI:
"Curuipry CBTUIEpssV BTy YFBHNFHEGL UTUIBTLY UTUILILF ClFws)”

Guogitd, 2 T PeOD GBISS FETSTT HYDLOTSH:

@B OB CousTL TOUTLh WITHMSHEHG Y BESWSI IYBPSI CLTpy) 2_sfler"”
pafer 2_erailwedlsv (Psychology) wesr BevGio sppheussfled 2 _wiieyd@ g LILIEHL 6TETLIENS "LOEWT HEVLD
weteuilidsrssn"  (gmst  457)  stetimin, weTewgs SewwulledHigl  SLHLLBSSHIMS
"QFsTpall_gsTed CFvallLT FEsTTE) BerHletumsy o wiliug HPley" (GmsT 422) sreTmID

Fl(meusiTepeui GseafleymisSsSmri.

6.2. 2_wailussd, et Yymilalluisy wpmi HreY CLosVTssTsnLo

wewsr gyPlailwesv (Soil Science) whmid Fitiursesr Gwerareny GMsEH 2 LeundHHleV ausiTEheuT
g mID YMlafluish 2_eTeniogs et HaTer CouerTeanreniod @ euflasrl (HdlsTmevr:

"Gl LiLyapd) HodF T 2_soarklser iy ClBGayLd CousnrL My FrsvLl LG th"”

BIVEEDSH BSTDTS 2 (19g1 2P| L|RF] HTUIHF] HTVSTEW S)eTedhdhds @D 2_6WTSHRHEITT6D, 62 (T
Uy ermeytd @evevmwCeCw wuili CFPSE euar(hHd eTenid 2 alluisd 2 aTenwenws (3)dh@EGHmeTr
CeuafllliLBSHIHDI. HTVSS 6T 9 (HewLewW "BTVLMH6L" B HTTSHBl6L allend @ L susiTEheui, HaTer
CaTlev  Bmieusstmisaflesr &HTev  Guevremremid@&d (Time Management) sflwresr Cprdglsv

SO HF QFweoTHmien8s Gleummlullesr raflwiib stardlmmir.

6.3. ssval] CLosVTswTsw LOULD QY LPLOTET HDMSYILD
Regarding education, Mori observes that the Thirukkural discourages rote learning and instead

teaches deep learning together with the practical discipline of living by what one has learned (Mori).
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sevallewwt Qurmisseusny, yeouil GLr Gurfl (2026) #iydbasrl Beug Gumev, weTliLITL &
sevallewwd shss (Rote learning), "smas ssLpd sphusneu sppLilsr Blhas sHGHS 55" 6T
uwrer sHmemsowp (Deep learning) smpm sufluilsd BL GG BOL(PeOD P LPIHFHHEMSB LD
Bl(meusiTEpeuld HHLISHS MG

1. HpE@mer 9YWmoHH 6T BaTewrd FepssLt LwsTUTHID sTH TH TV CBTdds(LpLd

@sirempuws  CBTIPVBIL LI 2 VHID, 2 VEHLWITEHD GO WweflsChul 2 6TTeysHEHLD
MO BDISEHD 9 (HF] uHESTDET. FuwiBsOpd, Sallr QurmerTsrris Gumi_igujib CuGsoTmisujsTeor
GWe0leL, F(HEHE@EGMET Fnmild 96dTL], CUTmIenLy, Fewd, GUTrMmTenw Gl&TsTaTTem (9 (PSHSBTHTMLD),
LWHMID YDEIg DTenL CUITETD LIGRTL ST FIpS HeDLSBldE WSy 9bHw TeuduILoresTensu ) @ L.
QsTev BlmieusTBIgS6afev Ghiswiowmres sussilas mib (Commercial Ethics), &pmid@wsv uTgisTiiLy,
wesfls o Mewwls urgETOL LHMID Hvall BneuaThisaisd wWHlIyssT Fripbs Hevai (Value-based
Education) syslweumPln@s Fmb@Gmst suflsriquwirs emweausTsll L FiouGss oy lie)ser

Blmie|Slseor.

8. wyeyr

"LOGTSSIGHNT  OTHST YsHeD S WATHSMEIT 6T 6TONHIOWITS  HDHHHT  B)eVH %M HeMD
UHTWDISS Hl(BHoUsTEHT, H6T0eS RRHESD WSV Fepd B3], Yrdlwed Fioib, F)VsVMLd LHMILD
SIMauDLD eueny ek eurpailsdt YWeTdHHILI LTDTTBISEHSEGHD CHEMEUWITET 2 _63T65TSHLOT6wT
SAPCBDBIEDET 1 GH5BIH HbSIETONTIT.

el i Gurstn wallsl UTGUTHE®ar HrrsNss), "IPHEAUTEED srder o uflid@n” ey
Fpgiel psmpuln, pefer YPlaluGr® 9s5LCUTGD LGSsDHaE FAbsmaTseerub
FBEGSDsT allewsullSSTDGI. STVSMSS SLbgl BDGID G55 H5SI556T, QSTOID el Fapsid
S|ewwHwTHed, Chienwrsayh, LufldEaE 9 ehd eureyd euflsrl (Hb 2 V&l GILTgWwedDWTSs
B DADI. 3 HdhGHDeflsT HDEpPlHewer pevLpsom euripeilsd Lilsiruml eurpen@s s el geir geir
QUTLPEMEU T HS LPSTOTSHTHLD GLOGTEMLOU|HL WISTHYLD LTHMIS6ETeTEH FMbs euLflwimsLb.
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