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The Contribution of Devotional Literature to the History of Tamil Literature
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Abstract

Devotional literature holds a unique place in the history of Tamil literature. Between the 6th
and 9th centuries CE, devotional songs served as a vital medium for spreading Saivite and
Vaishnavite religious sentiments among the people. The Nayanmars and Alvars expressed their
faith, love, sense of surrender, righteousness, and social perspectives through simple Tamil. In
Saivite devotional literature, the hymns of Thirugnanasambandar, Thirunavukkarasar, Sundarar, and
Manickavasagar hold great significance. Within the Vaishnavite tradition, the *Pasurams* (hymns)
of the twelve Alvars are noteworthy. These literary works are not merely religious in nature; they also
document aspects of language, music, art, culture, and social life.
QY UINF T (31D

S @evsaSlw eurevTHMleL LIGH] @)evdhE Wi sevfldgiaurer @)L dewsls GlunmisiTerg). &.Li.
DT BIHMTET(H (LPH6V sETLIGSTLD HITMHMTEsT(H euew T uileVTer HIeVLILIEGHE UleD mFer, 6weu6mTeU FLOW
2 ewrieyssm wHsaflew_Gu UTeusDEG LSS LTL VST (PoHHll 20T _HI0TSH  HeWLDHSHET.
BTWETLOTIHEHLD QYLPUTTHEBLD HBIS6T B)ewMBIOLIGNS, H6ITL, FTWITHS, YMLD, FLpSHTWILl
uriener SyAwaHeom sTaflw SN QeuaflliiLBHHeTi.

wFalll Usg BVEHEWGSHle) S(HEhTOTFOUBST, S(HBHTOSEHTFT, HbBHTT, LOTESdHSeUTFEHT
QSCWTfledr LUTL6V&6T (pHHlwGgiaud GuniFlearmer. enauenteu wrLilsy wLeiTefl(m oy Lpsuriseflssr
UTEHTBIGET GO SHbsemeu. @)suailevdbSlwmisEer Fowh Fribhsemeu L (HLsTy Gwrl, @)ens,

HemeV, LITUT(H), Feps euTLpey Yslweunenmujb Ly ClFisleTmenT.
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@OLiIydF CFTmaer
LGS @)eVEESWILD, BTWETOTTSHET, YLpeurissr, CHeurrd, Hl(HeurTssd, BTeoTulrd Sleuuwil
Wrubgid, @enmuwieiTy, Frewrragl, Sl LigwTLT(h
ptefleir Gbrdsa migseir
o 50 LGS GG SeT CHTHMSMBU LD eueridFFlenuiub D, rmiigeD.
®  mFau, MWeUMTa Lidg] @)eVdhalWwBISaTleT &6vflhaeTeninsenar allard @ sev.
® [BTWETLOTI&6T HMILD D LpeuTiseaflet @evdbSwls uniseafllienL 6T(HHEHIHTHH60.
*  L&F QevsElwBIsHefled ETeRTLILIERD HMID, Y 6ITL, FLOSSHIOUD YF W &[HSSHIHENET YT TIUISH6D.
o 15 Qevsdlwd flp Crf), Bens, Camuiled LssTUTH YSweauDMD THUBSSIW STHHSMS
allerd @ g6v.

® QiTemmUW FePHSSBIV LisH @eVdsH Gl QLT HSSHMBLI L flbhg0)s T6iTEm 560,
YT

@evsFwd sTedTUG R(H FepssHleT FbhHmer, 2 ewiiey, BLOLISMS, 6UTLEHDS (LPHMHEMETL
Ly Bluedld @b seTentTiquiT@Ld. PV Fhis @)eVEEWGSNGL Lbenguw HTeVSSl60 FLOW 2 65Ty
@evsalwls uewL_Liysefler pahalw swwwiwrs wrPlwgl. @)ser allenareurs LGs @)evdbalwih 6L mLD

suerT & GlumHm).

L&) 6TETLIGI (3)eDMEUEHEIT 6ITL|L_ 63T eI (&HH6V, HOTeWTRIL_ 2 _WiThHH 6TLols 2 _etewioullest L6g)

BOLGHenE CHTeTEhBD, @ewm Y Hewar BTHSHL YaSlweuDewmds GHDIGSDGI. @)HSH 2 ewTienel
CUTSILE S EHE G LD sTeflFleL ClFaTnew L wF G\FISH SO LISF @)evoHEWSHI6T FMLILITELD.

us5d QevasHlwshler CHETHMIPLD uaTidFdF ujib

SOPHESSL LSHF @ubsd euIlICUDM STV Fwow eureTHYIVID FevbSlw  sugevTHMleY)b
WPEHIWDTET  SHULPHITWTSS  SHSLULUBGS DS, FOWS SHSSHIHET dhsafle  HeTHTL
UTLSHWSCWTH Gewenthser. Camullevssr suflur’ (Hd SHeVbmiIserTTs WL HLOlSTY Hewev, @)ews,

H6Vall, Fops M6y Y& WeuD M6 eHLOUIBIHETTHELD a6 ki 6u.

USSI LUTL6V&H6T 2 wihsd SHHHIUdb BHHSSHIHmar LR THSSHMTHEHaNVeN6V. & 6vflLo6vTS 6vfl 6T
S, w&HPFH, GHD o ewiie), CoauaT(hsed, BmeTY, YTy GCUITSTDH 2 WTi6yHeNaTULD
ReusflliLiBSBer. @)HTT6V LIGH] @)eVoHH WD L& HeT 6T esTsCHTH Cb(HEHHLTES (3)ewenTHBHS5I.
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swFa L5 10TL]

wF  FWHMS WHEeTmLCuw  eus)iL@dSweauiseafled  BTWETLOTTHET (P WILDTEITE TH6IT.
SIMILSS) epaui eTewrt GUTrHDLUILIBID BrweToriseaflsT euTpdhens HMID @ewmriLmHn LilsTerrerflsy

Cuflwyrrewtid Gumsitm LewL_Liysefled eilfleurTss ugley GlFuiwiiL L gi.

B(HEHTOTFOLUBST, S (HBTOYSSTFT, HbSIT YaHw cpeufledr Cpeurrll UTL VST ewFou LISD
®)ev&FWGH B 6T (1pdASluidF ClFeveuLT@Ld. @) ILITL sV&6afl6L FleublLioTevfler GlLmewio, Cosmuilsy Amiiy,
S wrisefler usd g aSlwensu ailifleurass LTL LiLI(HEleTmeuT.

Caseumryib — udshHlullsr G)swa aiigeaitd

GaHeuUTriD 6T6ITLIGI ewFeU FLOUISDHGT (PHBMILDTT LSF LUTL 6V CSTEHLUUTGD. S(HEHTOTFOLBST,
B HBToYdSSTFT, &HaIT PSlw cpeufledst UTL VHeT @BV @)L bGlummisiTeresr. Gamullsvgsemear
WWILTSS OaTent® urL il @UurLevsst slflear @ews wrlur®hid O6BHEHSHLTS

OB EIRIR S

Fpeprersibubsiler urLssefls) Gybewsewullst gritew, @emeusilsr g ClaTan b
9|61, ewFeu BoLGens YyHlwemeu CeuaflliLiBElsTmerr. SlHBTeyssrafler LTL VHeflsd Lewiey,
2 ewliy, Bleweowren, @ewndFCFensu GUTETH HHGGIH6T 6uedlwmISsLILIBHSSTD6T. b riflesr
LT 60s6fs0 B)emmauspil 6T QBEHASLTET 2 may STavILGAS.

TBHSHIHHTL (b

Gapeurrll urLsvseaflsy Camullsy ewwhgisTar 2arfler @uIHends 6UaTID, M, G6TLD, 6UIIED, LDV,
upeney GUTsiTmenal B)ewM Y MILIUGSHIL T () eDenTdhaLILIHBISTDET. (B)H6T CLPsVLD FLOoWILD LOMHMILD

Qunens g Fw @)reanTiy D@ @ewL_ullevrsT CTLTewLiwjd HMlw pigHSmi.
H(HUTFEID — 2_6ITOTHSH6T 2_(Hdd1D

wresllEseaurssi Qupplw  Hmeurssd SO UsS GusSlwsdler o Famiseafle) QPETHTSHS
&(HSLILIBHFDGI. G)ewmeussilL_LD (Lp(LPEW LD WITET FTedTTEHD], HetTevflemev 2 w6y, 9y 6iTLlled CHL 6V, LO6UT

2 _(h&&D Y Feneu @)SH6T WLOUIS H(HSSHIHETTS I|eHLOH 6T EIT.
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BHUTFSHSHV  LIGHEIT H6T (GHWMEBeWeTw|ld LiVaTeTBIGenarud spLiLGolsTenr(®H  (@)ewmeussilesr
S| Hewer BTHFSDTET. DSHemBW CHIeWOWITST 2 66Tl LFley eUTFH6T aTSSIVID LGS

2 _GWTTeM6U 2 (H6UTE&GBIMF.

udBlujib 1063 1g 2 _6ET i 61 d5EIHLD

usgl @evsFwiD wefls o ewTiaysemar LMILILIFVMeV;, WTHTS ouNedD @)ewD eILIcUS S 60T
uflwirs 2 widbgSlng. ery, Llfley, e&asb, Lwib, BOLIES, BTy CUTSTDH 2 enTie k6T

LsVGaum 2 (HeusnIsearTsL GleuaflliLi(hd s LiLI(BHF T evt.

swaUsRToN LIS (3)evdsdwid

sweUETal Lidhd LrLileD LIedTevl](h Dy LpeuT i Hefledr LITHTmbiIseT L0l% (LpdhaSIUILDTEsTEN6l. BjeuTHsT F)(HLomTeD
WOHMID UTH USTTHRIGDET UDDIW QYpHe LSSl LUTL V&HemTH LUFle) ClFUISETT.

@ riurL_evsser Lilstenri prevrullysd gleuws Lrubsid etedTn G1HT @IV BlewsvGlLHM6uT.

S LpeuTiseafled LTL V&Hafle @)emMOUHET HeWL_USNBTET I TL|, FTMITHD], @)emMmeussiledr (6T,
Flpwredlest  FHHHeVmIGET,  UGHHeT  weTBlewsy  YSlwemen  LVGeum  eulgeumIKH6flsL
GeuafliiLiFlssTm6vT.

QLETL_TeT — GlLewT LsSlullssT @6V

QEMTLTeT SHLD LsSF] @evsHlwssley sefldfpliy CQupm CuesT YEHOLWTSS DHHPIDTI.
FlmriuTeney wHMID BTFAwTT S HOwTY YSlw UL LSBT Yaurgl LsHE o enriallsT 9 LpdhensH
CeusflliLPsHSlSTDOT.  GluswTewlledr HTHL o ewriayd @)ewmBIOLIGMSHUID  spedTHlewewTU|LD

BTG GI10LTET Hallend 2 VM Y, ETL_T6T 2_(H6UTHGHIMTIT.

LILmemel LT suflum_ () wrumrd® BIgs] W TL_TL{6®L_WId]. TP (HL_63T o
® G Cp@haSu CsTLiymLwg. Carifluc I
@ewmeuenesr BTHLD GCluaTHafledr &rsv, Feps pOHMIen, ML, @)MMBLLIGEDE dlweunHenn

@) OILTL_60&6T 6T(h S G16m T &5I63T M 6IT.

u&5) BevaEHwsHled Fepsd &b e eor

usgl @evsHwid Fouw 2 enTiened WL (B THSHMISHHTLOL Feips euTpewauu|id CsTHSIDGI.

@)ewmeuesiledr (1psdT  LOGHIBHTHET HeWETeUHLD FLOD 6TGHIM 2 ewTiey LIV UGS LewL LiLseaflsy
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uILICLUMIE Gl Sgwriseflesr GCxeweu, uewfley, YTy aSlwewey 2 wWihS LWHIILBTTSD

&1L LB FeTmert.

[5TUWIESTLOT T & 61f] 65T euTeVTMH M6V LV Geum) FepsLi LiledT 6T 630f 6 1 GFirpbgbeutaseir

@ewpeusstiquiTiserTasls GUTrHDLILBeugG GPIUUL 555551, B)H6T cpevld LSS sTedrLg LmLiy,
CFsvaud Gumsity Glauaflliym CaimiuTHsewer il 2 6sTaTSSl6iT FTiieHLODUW (LPSTTMISSHISIMSGI

6T &(HbHGI UsVILIGILIMIBIMS).
ISTLY1D D (PLD

usg @evsHlwmiseafls) @ewmuieiTLd evfls T speTCMHTOIL_TedTmI B)ewemthHgIsiTamest. Lim Hdb@
2 56 56V, ail(hHBSHTIDLIV, HTETLD, LIsTleY, 9JiqWITi%EhdF CFemeu OFiiFHe) CUTETD HMdHE[HHSHI%H6T
e @)Lmiseflsy euedlwymidsLiLi(RalesTmevt.

us$ @QevadHlwiapd Cammullsv LiswTLIT(H\ID

usbgl @evsalwgslet suaridfACuir® Caruilsy swwwilt ussTUTHID eueTidd GlLMMGI. LTL sVH6flsL
@PIOUL U@ FhdsevniseT sllpssgler Fwwlt yallulwensw 9mlw 2 geydslsiimesr. Gorulilsy, gari,
BB, &6TLD, euwiev, eV, HHallpT CUTTD Fn M6 @)VEHE WIGSIL 65T ()65 60T [h 67T 6T6T.

Ggpeuryid Hmid Henws rubsls urLsvser L Camullsvseafler AplienLs sT(HSSHIMTLILISTV Hjewau

FLOW UTVTHMISGHLD LIGSTUTL (B euTeOTMHMISGHLD (PSHBI DS TTBISGOTTS H|6WLDII6IT M6V
BwF HMILD Henev

usSI UTL V&6 @)ewFujLer UTL LUl L GTev Ul Blews wriilet euenidfs@H LBisafldhser.
Camulley euflum iged LITL 6V, @)ewF, LT Ydlwieneal Gewenthdh GFuieOLIL L 6T (3)SH60T HTHBHLD

Llsiresrmeflev CGasmulled Bewev rLseflepib &mewtliLBE g

us% QevasHlwshled umens

usgl @evsalwmiseaflsy @unensds TL Fser @ewn aniLeussler LilsTerawflwims oemLodleTmet.
LO6VT 6T, LDEMEVEHEIT, DY MISH6IT, HETHISH6IT, 6UUIeVSH6T, BHel dbdb6T, Limeweuser GLTeTnHeneu 3)swm eusstledr

F(mEHH0F Aplienu allersGagsn @Gl LweTL B SSL1LIH ST D 6T.
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Quinens Gleumib 9P@&Hdb ST FAwrs wL HIL @)sVeVTLo6V, @)e»MeussfledT LWL _LILITHMEN6V 68T &I LD
SVLWTETIOTHALD HWLHDEHI. Q)BOTTEV LsSF @evbaluid FDMIF@Lps0 2 anriensu GhIigwTaL
Urerrd OQFwwrell Lreyn @ubensuilest wallienL 2 avTisggHid [@eVsSlwdF FrermisHemerd

Cl&TeT(h6Teang).
ComflBen L

usgl @esSlwgslest CTHBewL CUTHILWESEHEEG OBHIBLTATSGTHLD 2 ewridFddF GlFmley
CBTERTL_STHLD WL HSHIETOTS. 2 6UeHLD, 2 (heuskld, (F)WMBTLOL, Hl(HHHD 6T ewTen6dT,

2 (hdawrest CeusnT(hgbsv CLreTn @evdbdlw 2 dFlEeT 9P %1 LwesTLBhdS 1L b F 6T evr.
us$ @ evaEHlwghled ClLiessreniler @)L b

usgl @evsslwg ey Cuentasaflsst GHravid wohalw @)L ib CQumEIDGI. QT Tafledt LiewL LiLjdker
@an&HF FAnbs TOSSHISHTLLTGWD. Cuent et seflliul' L 2 ewrieweu @)ewmpLdLilsenasuilsit
sufluiras GleuaflliLihdHHID suTiilien Ldbgl G)eVbaEWILD euLpBIF WG]

Cuet L&HTeT GHTedley &THV, TohHLD, CousT(HsHev, GHTpswin, Feps eupluT@hH Y sluiene
RTCMTOL_TeTm) HeVSHHlBTMET. @)HeTTeL LGS B)evbalwid GClLetTseflssr 6TLllE BjeniLioudemsu|Ld

ugley GlFiig @evsalwls UTLILTSS HHPI M.
2 araillwisy CBTshE

UGS LT 6V&6Tl6V eaTdh@GLLILILD, GDM 2 _ewrie), ewmeausnet hTHSHV, Lifley, BibLsens, o) msT
HlewL_5s WwHpFH Cursim o erailwisy Blewsvsst GlausflliLihlsTDer. sTarCor LIGFH @eVsH WSS

9,6TL0l% (R)eVEHEWLTSE L (HLO6VSVTLDEV LO6STIS LOGITSHSI6T ) 6UENTLOTH6YLD 6UTF&HBHEVTLD.

us5) QevaEwsHler @ evddHlwd FpLiLdser

o o auridflF ClFmley — LGS TleT 2 sTEhewTieysst Chiewwims GleuaflliLi(hgsL.

* @i — LUTL st UTHaSHESHD Pes WHDID CFT SyaLOLIL.

o Qupms aurareer — Apssonsalsr Gubas auarn allflairsd Assifss60.

® 2 e LOHMID 2 (Keusd — @eonm IYILNGHMS allarss LLGum  HTL FujmeunisHeT
LWL B S60.

o sallw QurfpeL — QUITEILESEHD LflbsIOETsTERD aumauls &mss e GaafliiLGs0.

o  Fops I BT — eTL), Lswiley, CGFemeu, 9MD CUTETD &HGSHIH6T uedlujmidhsLiL(HBH6L.
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u&5) @)evaE wgET eureOTMMILT LIwiesT

LdF) @)V W BISET FLow euFedTHenm W 2 F6|auCHTH) 9 HEHTV FeLpshHSBlett LesTLT (), sudlum),
bBTHIGET, 206, CGTlVEET, 2 awrey, 2 wL, FlHalpr CUTHTDH L dnmiEemerts LDIlujb
BHHAUDHENET QULPBIGHHOTDET. 6TarGou ey (JevGalwl YSHTTHIGETTS L (Hoesty] LesoTUTL (B

D}, BIGOTTHELD L0555 L'1LI (35657 M 6vT .

Bleremmut HTVHH IV L15E5 B eVaHEWGET (Lpdsd w1161 1D

@) sitemm i Cousksorest eumpdhenssuileid LGS @) evdbaslwmiser surdiiLy, @ews, Caruilsd suflur(), Sewsv
BlapFflser, sevall Hlw Fewmsaflsd CFTLTHE UweTU(B S Tmer. GHeuryid, HlHeUTFSLD,

FlpriuTensy GUTSTNHEN6U LIV HeWeV(LPewDHETTSHL LITL LILIL (B 6 (H 6T mevr.

@evsFlw  wrewTauTHEhSE UsH  @evdsdlwd  sulllp  Glwrifluillet  sureuTHedmuL  Hallens
sueTTFfswwujb Pl 2 FSINgl. Feps YUITOTTHEHS G FOW @QUISEHD, LEHHET 6UTLPSHMD,
Gamulley ewwwdF Fepsd YSweupswmll YfbgGsTerer o seyaslng. @)ews 9y ieusVisEhs @,

urrouflwl urL eV wrysemer HMlw suflsrl HSIng).
Hevallullsv L1&H5) @)evdsdHlwiid

ueref] HmID HVPTHS Sevallulley L&FH B)VsSWBIHOTL LG LILISET CLPsVLD LOTEDTEUTHET HLOILD
Ewriflullest GFwpewio, LTUTL (B LT, HDFFHHWeT, Hallews B yHweanHenm Mbgl ClasTsTear
Wplguld. UTL V&HemeT Glaumid TLILTL LI LGS HeTTS 9eMISHTLOY UTeVTN, Fopsd, 2 eTailuis),

HemeV YAl Lisv CHmemthisafley euTHLILigl LIL)ISTarsT@LD.

Qe y

S @evsdElw sureurHMPley udbF @VSF WD @(H WPSBWLWTET WTHDHHNS 2 (HeuTdhdlwg.
@ewmpioLilsenasenw whserler SeTmTL surpBeur®h @)ewenTdsgiL 6T, S0P Corifluilsd 2 ewridd,
Yo, s, Fupsi fAbsoer RAUMDOD ROHESIPDTTSSS. BTWSTIONTSEHD QDO HEHLD
UTIgw UL LI&6T L) BIHDTent(hHewend: Sl bgl (3)eTmib suripd (Qevsslws ClFsvaumisartds

o _6ITem6oT.

Gxeuryid, Slmeurasid, prevTullyrs Fenws dlrubsd, Fmliumeney Cumrestm LswL Liser Ligglullesr

ueVGeum uflTewThisemer GleuaflliLiHdgISSTDOT. HeunHMled (Fewmeusnssr BT (HLD & evflLosvflsevflsdr
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werklewsy L HLileTY Feps eirL), ML, uewiley, CFemer, @unends 2 awrie|, Caruilsy LewTLIT(H
GUTeTD LIV & (HdHSHIHEHLD )L bEILIDHMI6TaTST.

sTaarGou UGS QsFlGems OCeumib Fww @VEHElwTEE HHSTWY, SOl Crfl wHmib
LIGRTUITL 19657 LIVGIND YeUHTIONS amlsh GCousndr(b. Her euflwms Holpfler oy eTidless
FAbBHEMEIT, HWV 2T 6, FoPd LSILIL|HET YBlweunenm LTHL LThgICSTsTaT (LpLgujLb.

Qpuraflsr Bleomeays Gl

usg @evdsdlwid Hblflesr yeirifls wrewu i (HweTn) Her ClorLfl, @ens, Hewev, LaTUT(H), FeLps
Blewereusd YSlweunpewmud eueriL(HGSWSTEGD. BT @evdaslwis Gumiwdleww eureLTHM)
wHMID Feps CBHTeHE6L CSTLTHhgh Iy liey CFiieug| SLOLD I liea)e0SM @ LweTerfld@Lb.

SISV T BT DHLIL g UI6)

[1.] @srevasriilwid — QurmenrslETyib.

[2.] Gsaurrid — £HEpTaTEbLBST, LHEHTASSTET, HBSTT LTL ST,
[3.] Flpeursasib — wrenfléseurssi.

[4.] prevruilrs Sewws rubsid.

[5.] Smriureneu — oy evvTL_meir.

[6.] Quflwygmewrid — GFsdlpmi.

[7.] s @evsdlw surevTm — LILGaUMI D) li16)BITEVSST.

[8.] 5D LIGH B)VSEW Sy li16yH6T — LIVHMVESLS Gleuetuf (B seir.
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