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Abstract

Sangam literature provides invaluable insight into the social structures, cultural ethos, and recreational
practices of ancient Tamil society. Within this corpus, poetry frequently documents the varied games
and pastimes pursued by women. This study examines these activities and analyzes their socio-
cultural significance.

The research highlights key pastimes, including ball games (Pandu), doll play (Pavaikkuthu), aquatic
games, maritime activities, crab-chasing (Alavanattam), and building sandcastles (Cirril). Far from
being mere entertainment, these pursuits fostered female camaraderie, social interaction, and
emotional expression across age groups. Ball and doll games reflect peer bonding among adolescent
girls, while water sports-frequently set in agrarian Marutham settings-mirror emotional nuances tied
to romantic narratives. Similarly, seaside games in the littoral Neithal landscape highlight creative
expression through sand sculptures adorned with floral garlands. Moreover, Cirril and Alavanattam
illustrate youthful spontaneity and connection with coastal biodiversity. Ultimately, this study
demonstrates that recreational games were not marginal activities, but an essential dimension of
women’s everyday lives, emotional well-being, and social agency in classical Tamil culture.

Keywords: Sangam Literature, Women’s Games, Recreation, Tamil Culture, Social Life, Ancient
Tamil Society.

QLW & &r(h&ELD

UpHSOIDE FEpssHlen Fupssd SLLENWLULY, UTUML(hl OILS6T HM|D
CumwsIGCurs s, BEDL(PEDEEDET SIMHGICETETENE Fhigs @eV&SWnISG6T
FAobHs e UHMIEISTSES SHapdlearmer. @eueillesdlug ClETEGLLlsy
&6y Qlgul LisvGeum) afﬂsmmu_lrrL@ase‘lT MM ClUTWEICLITE S, @asggsqass‘n
GM&Hs elifleurssr  FmeTMI&ST  SmestTLiLI(h&lesTmesr.  @eleumile], FrisL
urLeussefley  ugleumdluysmer  waefly  ellenerwml(hsemer  yymeuGsm(h),
SieuMM6tT &FeLp&s-ListoTLIML () (P&HS WS SHleuSHenS WD EILS(H ClFwSms).

umbgl  ellememwimi(h), umemeu  ellemerwimi(h), LeuTeurmLey,  &LDH&en]
afﬂemerru_lrrL@aserr Sj6V6U6TTLLLD (Bevor(h LiggH&H6v) MM FMleL @emLpsHev
GumesTm (P &HetTemLOWITEDT LML &ICLITE (& S&em6T @leueumio] (PesTes MG SIS M.
GleumiLb Qurr@gﬂ@urrasasrras LDL@Ldlszrrgﬂ @meu CluessrseaflenLGu Campeno,
FAPS  HEVSVIMEY, asg)usmsmg,@g)m LOMID 2 6wTFE ST GleusfliLim (b semer
EUTISHGLD HEMMRIGHETTHOYD 6SlemmiblerT. LHSTLLIPWL UTened edlemsmum(Hb
@ermid Cluessraserfl6oT ol (hmemeuu b GComflwiy LSlemevoTLIEn LIL|LD
HeuubiggifleTpet. w®HS Bleol Netrerrensilufley Bl Heoreoml (), sTsHev
surpedlesr 2_euorjey Ll LiflomenThisemeT CleusfUiLbSHIEDSI. GBS HlevsHled
LD6VI] LOITEBEVEEITITEY LOGTOTMLITEMEUSEM6T H6VMISfl&HG b eNenerwimi(hae6T
seugseflesr  Spdlwisy 2 ewriemeus  FlHHiflsHleoTmest. Gsyd,  Fmlev
eflememrwIML (D SjeveUesTTLL(PLD  @lememl  Li(heusSlestiflest  @uisuLImest
2 MFTHHOSWLD @QUDensd FMihs FHUTLeOLWLD STL(H&6TMET. (PLg6Umss
Fhis aarrsug,g‘ﬂs'\) L&e6rflf 615166)61TLurr|_®5561T GleumiLb @LIIT@QJ@LII‘I’&S&SI‘I’E’:
SIEMWITDEY, GlLIGTTSH6EI6T  6TTMTL  6UMLPEY, LOGWTHEVID MWD  &FEPS

DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts10sp02.2026 ~ Page 63



semepFlb - #FeuCsas S oy 1e9sLD | Kalanjiyam — International Journal of Tamil Studies (KIJTS)
Vol. 10, No. 02 (Special Issue — Part IIT), September 2026 * Peer-Reviewed Quarterly * www.ngmtamil.in

QleustlILIMLIg 65T @ETMIWLIEHLOWITS HRISLTEHS HHLPHSHETT 6T6TLINS @leleuUriiey]
BIDiyEIS.

Slmeys GClemmser: sms @evsswb, Cuessasstlert  aflememwiml(h&e,
CumsICUTE @), SLOIDLI LisssTU(H), FOPS EUMLPEENS, LIETTenL W SLOILDEF &eLp&sLD.

(pEETSDIETIT

Fmi&s &Me0 W&HS6fleT  eumpellwensy &STL(hD  SH60oTesoTTIgWITS
afleThmI@Geug Fhs @SS WRISTTEL. @euallevsSlwd 9%, LM
eUTLDEEMS (Peom, UesoTUM(h), eIFb, &STHeV, @uIMens MMID HFFIW6V
G&peney  Blag  Clgefleuras sTL(hiSearmg. &hies  GQeusdlwniserfls

gﬂul_‘ﬂl_uu@\m a&]smenu.wn.@asasm Li6ToTenL 5 g‘;LmIEQIj'HSGIﬂGUI' 2 Wihs

BT&fl&0, 2 L6V MM 6T euedlenLd, FEP&HES FalgeUm(LPLD LI6ssTL, LMHMILD
CUTWEICLITSEE Y TEUSHMS 2 6TIHSH S 6TMG. DHS6T sule] CHIsHSHIe0
eflemerwimly L&HIPHEHSHET CPVD FMHS 2 L6V [HEV(PLD, L&HILPFFIwimest
wesTblemevwd  GlUMHMETTT.  eueuemsuiley  Fms @6V EIWSHSH 6V
@L6lupmieTer Flev  wsefly  ellemeTwTL(HEHHEMET Y UIUSTSH
@e6ueumiielesr GHTEHELOM(SLD.
elememwimL(h) Cl&mmGILIMT(H6iT ail6ms 851D

eflemerwimi ()  ereoTend  GlFmeveurLdl  GlgmevasmiNwg S GeuGw
SresoTLIL(hH&SIME). “ClFeveud LjevGest Lissoriey 696memwmLGlL6TM)| 2{6V6V6V
0658 2 6uens HTeTes" 1l eTestS MMy, (O1STEVSTLILNWLD - HITMHUIT 6T6s0r.1205)
@&lev 2 6uems 6T60TEN)ILD GILLWILITLI965T CHTMME &ITT6TOTHRIS(ETHET GR60TMITE
eflememwmlenL s samSIDTy. SOV L6V, (), LLwD, eNensmwiml(h
GumesTm GlEFMM&6T eNleneTWITLeNLE (8088 65TM 6.
eflememwimL(h) - 6usmFWENM

aﬂsmerru.wn'.@ TETLISI 2 L6D6VU|D  LDESTENSULD &IPeNSHS,
PUEGWD WOHNIDL NSlpmDasEHLeT, @G GOUNLL Gevsams
SiemLw  ellememwmLLLI(hld 2 L6  FHlwmest 60608 esT  FEHlwimest
ClFWweVmG)LD.

“eflememwim(h) FePs 6R(LPSHEVITM)| & 6DI6TE SHULLSMGL
LwesTU(HSIME). 6)5]66)61TUJWLLq.68'F ELPEVLD SLHenSHs6emnLGw
BSI_®IJIJI'I'I_®66“6TIJ'61| eeOMenLwjssoriey gmubl&Img. @L.Qg)amg,asaﬂaml_(&u
&6016V6DLOLI LIGTOTLILD 6U6T&HIME]. 6 CHrEHSHl6v Liessileb LNm(H&EE 2-SHeyLd
wesflg CrWIPL (GYPHengseflenLGw sueTFelmgl.”2 (BrLbUym  @uwiev
QU6 - LTGL & &65G6U60 L. 248)

“BDmeBESS sleoTULMIGEGL @rssowmm  GlFweussley  FhHLU{HID
LI63oT60IL_LLI Crrs s, L6sfl g 6sflL L8 (B &) @)\ 60T6D)|LD (LP(LEDLOWITE
weaMhblamflweievsnen.  Sw  ellememesemer  [H&HHE Jeumenm
o wiFhlensuliLi(hlEgI6uNE eNenemwml(h) 2 e &leTmest HTeYHM Ol&meTemns
Heoliuh&&ISm&I.”3 (BTLHILILM @6V Luley - LT&LT &. &F&5861G660 L. 248)

“elememwimL(h) eT6oTLIG| LDEIPEFSF] 2 esoTiFFCwm(h) ClGTLMIE W&HLPFS
2 esoTFEFCWIT(h) Hl&LHSIE) WEHIPEF 2 sworaFCwim(h (LpLyeug. 4
(CIL(HLDITEIT. & - elem6mITL (h&&H6m60. L. 9)

DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts10sp02.2026 ~ Page 64



semepFlb - #FeuCsas S oy 1e9sLD | Kalanjiyam — International Journal of Tamil Studies (KIJTS)
Vol. 10, No. 02 (Special Issue — Part IIT), September 2026 * Peer-Reviewed Quarterly * www.ngmtamil.in

LLph L8P Ifl6sT eflememuimL(h & &6l

SLETOTSH6T 2 L6V 6U6Slemin, 65T MM GClUMLP&IGCLIT&HNS 6MLOWILDTES
GClamevoTL.  616METWITIYU|6TET6OTIT. JMIS (LS, (HSGHIFF6voTenL, MHGLITY,
aul(h bHsev, eNevailgHens, &enest ellememwimi(), OMID w6y B
eflememrwmL(h&&6mmesT  LjesTeumLey, Glumflevm(hsev, LoevsTedlsy  Limemeu
SIMOSHHEV,  f6veuUssTTLLLD, Glumwigsy  Gumesrm  eSlememwimL(h&a&6iT
eflen6mwIMigU|6iT6mesTy  6T60TLIENS MW (Pu&mgl. @eummlsv B
aflememwmL(h&6T W[HS HlevsSHld, 657 eSeneTwmL(Hh&6T (LPeLemev,
&M1& Hlevrigserflen|d @)L bGILIMM|ETEITETT eTesTLIENS MW (PSS
& erfliy eflememrwim_(hL GlumpL&6iT

@6 CluetsTaeT LBSTLEY, Lmeneuenll enaussl eflensmim(blsey,
asggrmasrr@g;su W&e0W Glumgl CuTsES6fley ClUGID @65TLID &H65oTL 60T
TEOTLIEN S,

“BY HENESH (G 26N 2 66D WITEm6sT

@ Wb Lesor STDLIN6T 2 UNFEHGLD HSSHLD

QEGDT!DGIYI’GIT wstrrgp@srsb‘r Lo&GeIr

ug;g,JLo LIT6M6UW|LD &LPMI(G)LD 6TLDE (8, @@5(85 (oI, - 377)

ubgl, Oumben  (UMem6U), WLMMID &HWPHRIEG (SPHFSHSTII)
eflemerwmi(hHll  GumLEsner  ereoresfiL  eLHlONLHE  CFesTmme.
@erwsefly  ellemerwmL(Hll  GLUM(HETHEMET  D6USHSHIS &evoTenesoruilev
2 L&MIhHgl eNenemwim(heusms SmEGMmIBIMHMI LMLV 2 65THSHISIMEI.
L|63T6VITL 6V

UOMIBFE &enest, Hel GumeTm HeoTestJIHlensvSserley  LEIDHS)
SHID B ellememwimi(h (Water Sport) Q4 &L. WHEIGMIBTMMIEL ‘LjesTeum(hHlLI
usgl eeTCm  (H UGS Brmhsemevs (GHMIGHSHTME. SHEM6VEUH)|LD
&enevellLd, LIFSemSW (HLD (HS Hlev&HS MM BT 60608 (& 6TESHenTUII6V
&PHEGI eNeneTwTHID &HTHM6VSE (HMSESIME.

‘GBI 2T GDIH ABTYE G D HILESESS]

bleoT Gleuml &M1& 60 &LEE), Gl (HenH

S l96M6DT 6T6ITLIE) L{6tTG6v; H6VGTT" (I - 71)

(S Hl6v  L&S&ET Y MHMIL qg)JG\suerrerrg,g‘ﬂs\) Loaﬂlzp,rf,gj Smr@m
LIeSoTUMTL6DL. 2 650TTSHGHISIMG]. SH6DI6V6UEST LITHEMSHWI(THL6TT L|63T6VTIY LIS TEV
Camuepmm  HemevallullesT &HTHL &FevoTenLenll RIGMIBIMOM LITL6V
GleustlILI(H &GS 6TM S|

“LD6VIT &Y, meﬁ]fy;ﬁ]smgo 6UTHG & 60T,

L6760 24, (h) L 6T &160600T S, UN6BT6IT 67108685 (Zral(E, - 72)

genevlngeT Lievell BaHlE HerCermhl LS ey Syl Geussrigl
BHENCVLOGHETT SH6T6e|S HTVSSIL LiereuTL(hl HsRbHEHMSUD HeusT CalLg

ComLf & @& ClEFmeLEO WIEm S ULLD SOMBI(GHMIBTM M) LITL6V
GleustlILI(hH &GS 6TM S|

“grlp6eoTm)| elememwim(bhld CaHmlwy salLgSlev
efl(BLONWI ClLIETETEm6TTE & (616 (o8 TeBaT () B6VLD
S(HL S ummiti LiesreSlev [6 Brmplienges
&6U0TL6UT&H6TT 62(TH6UIT, @) (HeUT" (D!, - 64)

DOTI: https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts10sp02.2026 ~ Page 65



BSG'IT@BG]U_JL'D - EFITGLI@Q’;EFE; gLIS]IE'Q gé,u'_ls)fng)la'g | Kalanjiyam — International Journal of Tamil Studies (KIJTS)
Vol. 10, No. 02 (Special Issue — Part IIT), September 2026 * Peer-Reviewed Quarterly * www.ngmtamil.in

@Uum_s\ﬂs'\) HEDEVEUEIT  LD(HS ,r_Fﬁs\) oaT 6T, UMM GleusTemg dlev
LTS0S (HL6EST LGILILIETTEY Sl9lenss: &6tor(h 26160 Cl&TeTEnD Heneve,
SBH 2 WU  LDEMDES GouetoTLTD  6TedTm)]  HeuemesTLl  LIFl&STELD

CleWEIDTET eTetTLINS gmIGSMIHTOMI UL HBIW PLBEIDS.
&L6v allememwimL(p)

sL6V ellememwimL(h eT6oTLIG| @6T&6rfly &b (Sg;rrL.Qu_l@l_st &L6016v
@etrupLe0T flenemuimbld CILTIRSIGCLITEST(ELD. HeUFSET LawTelley Limemel
SIMSH G|, LO6VITLDTENEVSEHET (FHLly LO&SILPEUT; SILILITemeUsE LD o6& @
LDITEBY6VE:60)6TTE (S L_Lg.60TI].

“QIBITGILDEVTET Gl&TETETT @) 6éneuGw

eTDGILM(H) 6UBSISLEV 4 (h WaeF" (Bmi(s, - 187)

eTeoTm LIML6Y 6ufl&seT epeud HmMlwpdHlermgl. @eusilenerwimL (b
&6 Sien6sTeU(HLD 6T Faly eflemsmwim(bib eflensmTLLT(ELD 6T6sTLIENS
2 TISSISIMGI.

"Gl6u6TITSHEm6VLI L|65oTT1 Q4 WIGIDM(H lg"(HELD 20 : 8)

eTeT LIML6V 6UIfl&6T, L6V Sieneud6rfley &6t CHTLPWIT Fol L& gL 66T
galg 69l6m6TWITY L&PHEMSHE (HMISHSH M.

Qlumblevm(ha6v

S6M6VEU6IT LDMMILD HeM6eVel LDEVT&ET L6V[HE Camemnsusserfley (GlLmflev)
ClFesTm| WeVIHen6TL LMISHID, &OMIE SHiflbgId, WELPFFIuLesT
aflemsruumphlld 6 ClUTWHICLTSEE OCFWeIMEGWL. &6mey, &ML — er6sT
@ (meuemnsEsH  STVmIGEfe D  Hemeveusst,  Hemeveal L|63T6VITL YLD
GCIUMHIEVTLEYID @IUIGVLITEsTEn6L. LIV LDEVF&ET evfhe Gamensuuiley smwm,
GClamesTenm, GBSV, GIFLDLPELEMeY, KLU (P&HSIW evFEHeneTl LM &I
SI6UF&6TT &EILPHG| elemsemwim(h&Hev ClUTleVT(HS6V 2 63TTSHSHISIME .

“Cureailp semeublm( NLey S6uFHE| &euesflLl

LI, 3i650f] GlasmessTLesTmm6L LimGeu”. (Symi(g - 412)

@uumLedley @L6umIb ‘e bHisw eNenrbes” eretm GlEmMHGIMTL,
&en6veU6T-Hemevellw(h&E Clumbleom(higedlest Wamer B(GHS U TUSHMS
2 66015 56U TS FaM6VITLD.
15600T(h) Q4L L LD ({6V6UETTITLLLD)

ClL6TOTEH6T  HLMEENT  6tT60l60  [HETOT(HSHEM6IT  (HEVEUETT) 60T
eusnem&Hefled(Hbg GleusflCw  auFFGlFLg), Semeu e(hleusnsg s &6vor(h
L&IPHG eNenerwimgwl ¢(FH UTFLURlW  eNeneTwTLLmGLWD. FFFLOT6sT
LD6TOTE0l6L 2 66l [hesoT(hisemem GleusilGw supgd GlEwg), emeu e(hleuens
GouysHens  umjLugl,  (pemefl  Geusmgsds  Clsmevor(hl  mHevor(hH&Hemerr
SI6meV&&LPILILIG| CUTesTm ClFwsv&srflev a6l F(hLILL6sT.

“(peerflGeury 2i6m6Ts: SeImeue6sT gy_m
LL&@&MDM el Lerev i eusf] 2eryesr”. (311 -23)
@uurLey  eulfl@)  uesTTeILW &MY Glemogely  etTmiFaly

pLosysefler GouggerenLullsieTer alenemserfley UML) Hevur(hsene6mL
N&5HILE  WwevrEeneTll UMISSHID ellemsTwmy WWEIPBHSHEOTT  6TesTLS)

SIPwLLIhE M.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts10sp02.2026 ~ Page 66



semepFlb - #FeuCsas S oy 1e9sLD | Kalanjiyam — International Journal of Tamil Studies (KIJTS)
Vol. 10, No. 02 (Special Issue — Part IIT), September 2026 * Peer-Reviewed Quarterly * www.ngmtamil.in

" &) 65071 LDETTTEL DHEBIL &6DJ S{6V6L6T L Lg

S FUI6TTT @) (HHS I G\SHTIes (FHMILSET" (B8LD 280 : 2-3)

LITL606V &L6V L6toTMUFLILN6Y Hemevadl jeveuest Qylgwl FlmLienest
eulfl&6r LjsuLiLI(h & &85 65T M6DT.

Lo6voTev 61 (H (F1MNjlev)

FNIBlWLITEHET SLMEBENT W6esoTedley FlMlw  @EVEVRIGEENET  H6DLEG,
SIH6L  IWIHGl LewTenevs GETMNES Glemessr(h Femwliug) Gumey
eflememwimigestj. GOYID  LD6ETETE0I6V  GILIM(HLEEMET  OOMES 66D6USHS)
eflemerwmhlild  euensuNsVID  @euellememrwimi(h), wewtev e &Ll
eflenemwim(hlb, &I 2_65oTey @6VeVTs FlMIBIWIT e6n6TWITLLT(G)LD.

“CIBUISHEV 2 65018680 GBI @ 6MMLI Lisnesors; Gg et

CUTISEL QYlgwl ClumwIT Ww&erflF.” (YmiE - 181)

@uumLed  eufl, &SHMD HEBITLENSW|LD (‘.?asLl_smggu_ub LO6D D W&
CleusfLILIEMLLIMGS CIFTEVEVID LI(HEUSHETT 6T6dTLISEBTTED, GILIMLISHED SilglLl
wsefly  “Qumiwr  wseflf” T EMWPSSLILILLESTT  eTetTLIS)

SIPwLBE M.

"auflemert Ailed LNADBSI Rlo
LeveSElen] 2 0555 Q&M (HHSTL SHetorLev” (B 123:8)
Qg;u_lg,a) IIVEY- @mm@usmaserr SLMH&SENT  LD6sIT6016V glagaﬂu_l

suetTLey  6ihldemenss Sllg, SBIGWIBIEGD 6Ly WEIDEIT. SHLEVEDEVSHET
sengenwl CHT&HSE aUbhgl SHSHF FIDMVEHENETE FlenSHE (G 6T60TLIENS LD
Gamiflwi(hL 66T B&HS Gous58IL6D)|LD L& LPFFI UYL 6B)|LD 6Ly
eNlenemwmgwensg Wb LeoLlILhSSISIME!.
pig6Yemiy

waefly  ellemerwmli() &SV wSeflfleor CQuUTPEHGCUTSHS
(PEOMEEMETW LD, CHTLHWI(HLETT 6R6eTM|Foly LOEI(PD FEPSHL  LIGTITEMLILLD
GleuslliLbhSHgiSleormest.  Geyid, wesoTeL  65H  HEOWSHHEV,  LITEn6U
eflenerwimi(h) CumssTmemen FMBIWIFleT SMHLEN6TS SHMEMETTWLD (8)(LPEUTSHEF
ClFwesvL(HID  LI6toTEMLIWLD 2 600TTSHGHIHI6TMET. &FhIS  @6VSEIWSSH60
@LOummeTeT Wwaefy ellenemwmL(h&sT sublumss FrssSTeVs SHLIPIflest
gewps, LesotUML(h MM GlumWgICUTs @, sumpailwensy SIMibHe|6l&meTsr
WPR&EIMEG|. EIPEFFlen SiglILenLITES 6\&TesoT(h ellenemwm(h&ev eTesTLIg)
LPHSIPIF6T eumrpelwedlsy @IUIVLITET Fammes @) (HHSI6TEITS| 6T6tTLIENS
@eusumiley GleusflliL(h&gISME).

&16M6BBTIHITMD LIL 1916V (References)

&.Geu. &L TL06ssflW6sT - oM (&HmIBITM).

HeOluy 78 Ca&l&setT - Fmis @ev&EIWLD 6T (HS061S5Tens.
LT&LY &. &651G6u6v - BTL(HLLm @wiev gy lie).
ClIL(HLOMETT. & - eflenemWITL (hH&&H606v.

CameL&TUILNWLD - HFF6OTTTE & W (THEMIT.

oA e

DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/kijts10sp02.2026 ~ Page 67



