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Abstract

The Tamil language boasts a continuous history spanning over two millennia. The diverse literary and
grammatical works that emerged from the Sangam era onwards bear witness to the depth and breadth
of the language. Although Kuruntokai—one of the Sangam anthologies—consists of short poems
centered on Akam (inner life/love), it is not merely a record of romantic emotions. It encapsulates data
across a wide spectrum of disciplines, including nature, fauna, flora, geography, climate, agriculture,
economics, social structure, family dynamics, the status of women, psychology, medical knowledge,
cuisine, occupations, linguistics, and aesthetics.

Approaching Kuruntokai through a multidisciplinary lens—integrating linguistics, literary studies,
history, anthropology, sociology, psychology, ecology, biology, botany, zoology, geography,
agriculture, economics, medicine, feminism, communication studies, science, and cultural studies—
will open up new intellectual horizons for the advancement of Tamil. Such a multidisciplinary
research approach enables the re-articulation of the ancient Tamils' knowledge of life in the language
of modern science and helps establish Tamil as a language of knowledge creation. Examining human
relationships from a sociological perspective, knowledge of nature through botany and zoology,
human emotions through psychology, and the historical evolution of words through linguistics serves
to demonstrate that Tamil is a unique, classical language of world-class stature.

Keywords: Kuruntokai, multidisciplinary study, Tamil development, Sangam literature, ecology,
culture, linguistics, intellectual tradition.
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60 S WITLEVS6T (&MIHOISTem&UIN6V Hl6nMHESI6T6IT6DT.

HeNuNwiey|Ld &M m|&(FxLP6V 4,168 (6THLD (Ecology)

@eTemmMW 2 6VHL  FOHMIFGHLY UTHSTUL Wle  (Pp&SHWLmest
NFgflemesTmg 2 6Temg|. @ HHIENEVUINEL FRIS @eV&HS WSS 6V &TesorLIL(HILD
@Qumenss HFheemerTsmer LHw el Clum merms  mmlu|eTeeoT.
GMIBLIsTemsUNL @uinmens Gleumib estesTesofllme @LDGILIMaTIEVEm6L.
wesflgs  umpSEmECWTH  @lemettThs 2 WI(IHETET  HEMWLILITE &)
Fe5flaslLbhiSImg). emev, &M, euwev, HL6V, FHlemsy y&lwiene eslS
2 eooTe &G @emettTHSLILI(HSHI6TTM6TT.  @\&H60T  eP6VLD,  Loevflgesr -
@Qumpens - 2 uwilflerd - [Hlevwd - [BF 6r6sTM @@réja‘;]smsm[_i,g 2 MmeneuLl
HfibalClamerer  (pHmG.  LHUSTE  THMEISST,  &(hiserfler
SOMIFGLP  WLOHMIDL  elevrkiGssetler @eTU6lL(HESES SFYPHEFlmws

HENSS Epedlwe DD S,

“Leu eurfl Camifl! L&6eS HMI(LPsLEM6Y

(PWEVETMM| STSHTLIgLI LN6m6ToTL 65T H G| 4 (HILD

ST 6STM)| FTeTCMTI 6UeH2_LD

LI(TH6ULD H6sTM6TEnTE Famll &TevLd” (GMIBHOISTem S - 232)

TETERID  LIML6V FM6OTMMTEHI6TTME. (P6VEDSY  HleVSHEHIE0  LIG6mLOWIT60T
ClOML(H&6T  WeVFeUGID,  yevor  (Lpwev  Gluesst  (PwGeorh  &Falg
eflemsmrwm(hleUG ID  LDENPSHTEVSHSI6T (ST &HMEVD)  6U(HENSHEDWSE
asrrL@é]sirrmsa‘r @& LmeusTey &FPME wMHMID 2 uNiflesTriserler HLEHNS
gy &Lpedlwenev (Ecological Phenology) elemss & &SIma|.

Fhs &MV  SUIPTHEST  Hlev  JemwlienUwld  L(HEUSTEY
LIHORISENETWL  HEVEOIWLTEHES &S ISHSH (HHSETTT. &MY &IV
(LDEMLPSH&ETEVD), Fadlf &Hmevld, @lemrGeuesiley, (LpgIGeusstlev gd,aﬂma_lrrj)gﬂeirr
CBTLESSMB WD, HUCUTH gHubd Q@QuUmens WIMHMHIGHEHETW|LD
Heveugsst  glevedlwiomsll  udledll(hsiremssty.  esflgesr Hesflwmss
eUMLPATIEVEMEY; STEUTTRIGET, 6T6VMI(G 6T, LIMEN6USST WLMmMID @UIDens
eueTmIsGemm(h  @lenewTHCs 6UTLPEIMTEST  6T6ITENID  (FLPEOILIED  6BILOWILD
(Ecocentrism) (MIBOISTenS (P(WeUSID @enpCGuimbl&ma|.

CmPflufwiey|Ld &emevEolFmeV6VITE & (LpLD

S GmPluilest LIsnpsnenWL|D CIFT6VEUETSHMSW|D Y TTUIeUSM(S)

FRE  Q@QEVSEEHIMRSET  (PSHETEOWWITET  QUSTIHRIGETTES 2 6T6T6oT.
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GMIBHOSTMSL LUTL6V&6T6Y smessTlL(BIL CFTM&HET B&ESTVE SLOIPIflesT
BUTLEEMN&BE (FHPCem(H CIBHRSIW GsTLTLenLWen6l. S Glomluiluwiey
BUETIEF| 555 (HMIBOSTMS 618G Lmigserfliy Seriuflwg|.

@Qupensll  GUMIHLEEHSES SULpraISLILILL usi)(Seugj CluWIFSeT,
CETlLET) ClFTMHSET, 2 Mme|enns ClFTHE&EET, 2 el  ClLWjsT,
aflevaG-smeurll  Gluwgsst  yHlwemeu  SOIflesT  ClFTELEULETSHENS
GleusflLiLhg g &HleoTmer.  Gemmaeflesr  CQemleyb, (GMILLTEL  Glum(hHsT
2 TTHGID ‘2 6TEHMM’ ,'@Qemmed ereotenid  Glmpluiwiey 2 HHuyb
GlmPluilwiev eueTFEH & & FmesTMTSH6TMS|.

“Ben&lLIflg] 2 enLWIT HEVSEYILD HEV(E6UT

gL Gemer@ul ClLbHiiens GeulpLd

ClwestFlement WML GlLmerflés &L

Sserest CH LY HeUFTLlFssTmD UEM” (BMIBOSTENS - 37)

@uurLelley eu@D mem&, g, Geupd, wmsb GumeTm GClEFTMHSHET
eugeuTmM| GClmPluNwey gy uiasEL LweTL(h&lermert. GOaY(D, LITEn6Y
Bleus ey Wimenest &HeoT LigsHE 2-HeY STLFlenws FameUsHes eLPeuLD
"HENEVEUSH)ILD 2 60TEHE H(HET GlFwieumsst” eresrm| GCaMfl 2 650TIHGILD
@enm&& e160T6D)|LD 2 G &) GlLMPIUNWed 6T ClF(WemLenws STL(H&leTME).

LesoTenL & SIPEF CEFTMSHETTET /6UG6V, HIPEIE, LI6OTLD, LIF6DI6,
2 (pevory, 616V, &mIGeU  GUTesTm 6TETOTETOT DM Q&rrg'passﬁ SUTEUTH M)
GlomfluNwiev (Historical Linguistics) Q4UI6&H(EHSEHS (LPEVEF FT6TMSH6ITTE
Sienw&lesTmesT  @HHmaw  flu OemmessT  OlEmmaemEhEIwL
ClL(HESSHSHM (G 6UMLILIETILILIENEUWITE H6BILDES6TMEDT.

GMEpF), (WPevemey, LO(HSL, GIHUISHEV, LITeNeD Y& [Hl6VHISETHL 60T
C&TLIL6nLW L6V QFMTM&ET GHMIbolETemauiley @)L Lb6ILIM|&H6sTm6oT. @) & 65T
epeuld,  Hleolugliy  &MiHS GlEmsveeTOSTeUTL  GlLWFsHe6Talle0mnkG)L
GCluwrssTumeneULl GLWFs6T Brblensull GLWFseT GISTPlVETf ClFmmassiT
SpEWeUMenms C&HT(EHS SLOILPF CIFTVEU6T SSTTH 2 (HEUTES (LPLgUL|LD.

FhI& STVSHSH6V LWeTUHISSULULL GlFTM&HEHHEGWD  LNstTeormerlen
LweTUHISZULILL  CEmheEEheEEGL  GeLwlerear  QFTLFEHaw
QUTTLEISEST EPEVD SLEIAGHT CFTEL UTITDEMM  SHMIWEVITLD. G)SH68TT6V
GHMIBOIGTemS uFevTMM| GIOTHIUNWIEY QY UIESSHTET (PSS Y SHTTLOTE
SIMEIMG|.

@mgpg)g, Clemmsefley WlGHHEs ClUMHEn6T 2 6TTFHHID "@enmaFs"
HOID "2 eTEhemm2 euwD"  YHW 2 sHeem  gllblar  seilens
CLOTAUTNIE) CF(PENLDEGHE FTOTNISHETTELD. ClFTsueLILI{ID ILIMHEHSE
2 6TGeT emM(LPSHLI Qurr@smerr UGG 2 6STTHGID SHellend GlmPluilwiey
GOIILE) 2 58 QG0 Gsener,

“&WIHT CLWIHS &WeL LD & (h k8650

6T(HEMLD @\ ([HETCHTETM) 6T(HENLOE FlMI(LP his

LuNGL & g,susuasu leTemer Glumre b

SeuuT(blen D 2676 (SIS TEN s - 261)

@iy STEDTS SLISSSH0  SUWHIL L6l (gLDUJLF)g)
T(HEDWLWTENTSI, 6Umenlpd GCHTLLEHSHL &Seotemmll  GlumSIMmgl  eTesrm)
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FaM[6US60T ELPEVLD, SHeMEV6UTT &65T LoemesTellenwl el(HSHSHIL LIFSHemnSWiflLLD
ClF6VEILD LITHENSHEO QR(PSHSHHMSSH (HMILLTEY 2 sTfSHHISE M. Q&I
meest GlomluNwiedlest (GMIuSL g6V (Semiotics) Y, U16&(EF FT6OTMMELD.
LiesoTLIL I9WI6Y|LD LomesflLeilwisy|id
uesorUIm(h)  eTedTLIS|  LO6BAS a:ggoasg,@aﬁ sumpellwey  (pemmaserflest

Q&M (& LILMEG)LD. @QJDQg;rrsmasL@a) HITS6V, uszmurr@ GGHbul wessrum(h),
aﬂ@g;(gg,rrwua) BLL, S(HO6T L, Fps Q&S0 QuDens eublum(),
Cemflev  sTIHS  eumpHens  Gumestm  uessTUTL(hE&  SamiseT
GleuslliL(hldlestmest.  eTeoTGou  (FMUBHGISTEMSEOW  SOIPT  LiesoTLML(h)
H6DETTEUSH LTS S{6T)|8 (LPLgUL|LD.

wrestiLeflwsy  wesfls  FepssHser (Sg;rrgpg)m eueTj&&], LissorLIm(h),
2 M6 6T, B &ENSHSET, ULD&&6L0 &8 IhIS 6T QbSlLIeIDen M
SLTTWSIME)|. @Qj,r_r;@g)rrsmasuﬂsu IJI&D’I'_F)(B_')LQI:.QIﬂGIS'I' SIETTDITL UTDEENS L6y
@ L migerflev LIS UMW 6TTEITE . {61 MM 61T, &) (LD 6TOT (LPEM M &H6TTEH TS 6V
2 M6 561G (Hbu
ammamﬁgngmmaﬂ@j;@gnmumuLusmeggngsb(SsuLsml_(Eaerrsmsmm
ety HH60SHMVBENL. 6UeTTLIL GUTETmenel GMILNLSSSHHm6. 6TesTGe
@gm@gnmasamu_l usmurn.@ LomesfILefluIsy QY 66sITLOME 6 LD S5
(PLWLID. HHSHEUTLRENEID SDL, HTH6V, DD FTTHS 651(LQLONIMBISET 6Tl Tm)
GLIeTTTLILILL 63T 6TedTLIENSE SITL(HeUGH6esT epsuld &Fepsd Cibmlpenmuilwisy|s s,
(Ethics) suflen@&Emg).
GBosTemnasUll6v 1M SiMlallwev FamissiT

@evsHlwallwey: FHMIHOIGSTEMSHUNGT (PSHETEMLOWITEST Y16 EHS60M
@evsslweNwenm@n. HsUCILUMHET emliy, SHlemeworss Gamium(),
o fILGLm(meTT, & (HLIGILIM(H6T, (PSMHEILIT(HET GumesTmem6L
GMIBGGTemsSenWILI Lflh&HIC1ST6ITeT g LILIEOL DS MHISEITT(S)LD.

@gﬁ,@g,rremasu LTL6L&6ITI6V, SHemeveuest, Henevall, Gsmll, GClFalled,
BOMTW, UTBIS6T, UFSHenguwly GUmeTm UmsElThigeT @)L ielLmI&esrmen.
@ emeu LLHSLOLpEF g8 &S 60T 2 mellwev S|EDLDLINLILLD
GleuslliLbhSHgISleTMEST.  (GMIHLISTENSHUNTT  (GHMIMIGHNNS  6UIg6ULD
&OMHS Glermsefley oylpmer GlummensT GleuefliuhlegIbD SLOIPIfleoT
&S S menett 6T(h55I5HTL(HEIMS).

GMIBOSTMS JSHUCILTHET &FMHS @SS WLTsS  edlerh(GLWn
(LPEMMEMWIL|LD, BISH6TT lg8 SLLenWLIL| MM Sellengd ClFmlensuw|Lwb,

“HlevsSHlenb GlLFGs sumssflen)|b 2 wWifh&eoTm)

BflenIb Sy Fer eN6sTCM FTy6v

&(HEICHTEL (&M (EhFILI LLS6l&mesor(h)

Clu(mHCH6T @enLps &L BTLG6TT(H BLELL” (GMIHLISTENS - 3)

ETEOTER) LD LIML6V 66m&s & &160TM S| SH6016V6U6ST LBSTEST HTHM6VS SH6mevai
CeusfliuBHEID @UumLey, 4 Ssefley  enwhHsH  H&LCILM(HET
&SNS WMGL. Hlevsemss &TLged GClUflwsTEHeD, 6UTETSHMSHSE
SMLIGEVID 2 WTHSHTEHED, HLEMEVSH SHMLIGEVID QY LODTEITHTEHED  &H60T
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SHITH6V 2 _61T6MG| 6T60T 2 68TIHGHIUG| (HMIHOISTenSEUN6T GHMISIW igserflev
ClUTSbGI6TeT @ev&ESH WE GlEmla s & FIMHE &FTesTMT(ELD.
WHSHIUONWEV : QUIDENS emeUSSHIWLD, 2 LeSlwey LDTMHMkISET
LMMID LIFD6V LIMLI&HL LImMIW WSS Hmlellwsv &rynhs clewigullensor,
“SIBETST BTG oMYl HOWD
LI&FE86V & T DmesTGIr; MI6tTGasm6L
31&6V6V(&6V Gamemhel Hrag Guimy
HLD& 0 &H65T 60MEUSHSHTEITM LIFN6VSTG6IT.”((HMIHOISTens - 142)

ETEOTED)(LD LIMTSTW6STT UTL6Y &L (h&leoTmgl. SHemeveussflest LNifleumsy
senevallullest GoesfluNev CHmesTmID 'LIFeM6V' IHIMLD 6T65TLIG Gleum|LD &MLI6n6DT
SI6V6V; 6T (PHSHS6eTTeV 2 L60lev Ul B WwHMID 2 LeSlwiey
LOMHMEIGEN6T (Psychosomatic Changes) (§M1& &L D(HSGIeUaTWIEY FTETDM(EGLD.
epedlenssserflert SHetTemng6eT, 2 LedlssT GBI HlemeuseT (LFensv LIMUIG6L),
LMHMID @UDHEns eneusHSIW (LPNME6T LMMIW LIS 66T 2_6T6T6oT.

sumesflwev oMley: eNetoribestser, Hlevallest Nlemm&ssT, LLMHMID
SlemassT LMHMIW GHMILIL&6T @)L LDGCILIM|&)65TM6DT.

Geuermrmesst Qinjler|Ld

MHS Hlevll umLev&erfley  Ceusmmesoremid &MIHS LV  ClFWISH&H6T
smesoTLILI(h&lesTmenT. [Hlevid, B, euwiey, GV, 2 ey, STeVHenL GLITETMEn6L
S15&mev  Geusmessr  euMP&Em&EOW  GleuefllL(h &g HlesTmesT.  @6tTem ML
Geuermessr gy ie|LeT ULNEHILGCUTEI, urFoufll  GeueTmessTeno  LOewLY
grjbhe Geuermesstenio BLILITE6STD Hlevll LiwesTUM(h &STevHemL-GeueTmessr
ClarLiy GumsTmeumMenm QL FTW6VTD. @& SWIP wiry GeusTmssst imley
GOISS 6|5 UGS SLD.

&585616V & MLFLIwey|LD

@a'ﬂsmg)u_l H&H6L6V Qg;rrl_l'ﬂj]u_ls'\) urnjsmemuﬁ]gufo @gjgb@g;rrsmassmu_l
SLTTW (Plgud. SIMSHCHT(H HIMMEV 6T6TENILD (PEMM HE6L6V Qg)rrl_m_‘ﬂu_laﬂm
CaMLES HepeUTs nWEHITMEl. Hmevall S8 2 6sTIen6Us
CamPhluilLd Gafalliug, GsmY semeveussilLd GlEwdSlenw erHeHg &
Q&s’usugj Camyl sTuILL FamigHev GumsTmeney LIPHSLOILF6oT Loszrﬂ§5§5
H&6160 LAMHD (penmaener cleusILiLi(h&&I&6TmenT. @)EemenT, SHILIL|BIT
> OEwd - @enLssrsay - ClumIbBY  eresTm ;r;sﬁszrr H5H6U6L GISHTLTL
TS PuLesT UUILH STl @UIsid. @)FH6T epevd LPHSLOLD FepsssHlen
ClEwSI uflorHms et &60T6DLD6DLIL 4 b& O\ &meTemeyLd
eUTWILILIME65TM &)

2 ufliflwev gy uiey
GMIBOSTEMSHL  LITL6V&E6T60  ell6VhIGE&H6T, LMen6UssT, L FF&HeT
Gumestm 2 uNiflesTRISET LIV @)L Mig6I60 @LbGILM|SHl6TMENT. (FHMIHOISHTENS
27-9y1b LUML6SI6L SmesaTLILI(HID (HTEIE GMILIY GOIIUNLSSSHESI:
“FLIEY YDDSS| FTLD LIDSS| Si6oTeot
(BTG ...
“9l(Ep&Flemms IwLI...”
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@&55m&EW LITL6VS6 6L 6dl6vmG&e6rlerT @uissw, eurflLd, 2 6worey
I \h) @uwevL| GumesTmeEm6U Lo6vflg D 6BOTIT6L| 85 (6THL 65T
CarLiyuhlssiubélermerr. GmIBoSTensUN6y DL, 6uetor(h), eTmMILDL]
Gurmrestm FMmIuNFa6rflesT LIS6L 8 (6THLD &mesorLiL(hl&slesTm6oT.

Qs m(& LI eIy

SO eueTFEFluilev LIsugIenm 6 &6 ereTLg| Gleumi Gasmium()
SI6V6V; i SUID @evsEWmIG6eT YLPSHMS 26w T(HL (T Heteors
Sl Camev. FMIHOISTNE 6TL(HH0ISH TN MITEVSETHET §RESTMM(GHLD. (MW
SI9&HEM6NTE Gl&HTEBITL SSLILITLEVSEITET CSMGLILITE, HTSH6V 6UTLDE6EM &6 W
6BLDWILDITEE (Gl& T6BoTIY (THIHSTEVILD, SITSH6V 51 &LD6) & 6m6IT
GleusliLbHSHGIUSDHSETHL LWeTUHSSULUHIL QuUDenss STLE&6T
LevGeum| HM6YS H&HEUVSHEN6TS SMTmIS) [HIMEesTM6DT.

GMIBosTemsUIleL  LvGCeum| — STeugmssT — @ILb6ILm&lesTment.
SieuMMI6sT 6V, @lem6y, Sevor(h), Wesord, HIMWD, eueTflLE (GLpsv GUTeTTM
LI630TL| &6 SH6Nl6n&HE (FoLp6V18Gs ML LIW6dTLI(H&HSLILI(H 6T 60T @)&63T eLpVLD
FRISHTEVS STOUT iMlem6l LB6TEHLLenLES (LpLglL|LD.

FhI& &STVHSH6V LWeTUHISSULULL GlFTM&HEHHEGWL  LNstTermerlen
uumu@g;g,uul_l_ CFETM&H(ETHS (LD @sml_u_‘ﬂs\)rrszyr ClaTLyFdsnw
QUTTLEISET VD SLEIAGT CFTEL UTITDENM SHMIWEVTLD. G)SH68TT6V
GHMIBOISTENS Il Glmsluilwev Qb\I6| & meot (Pp&SHW QbSTTLONE
SIMWLEMG].  LLGIemM  yuledledT  epeuld (GMIBOISTENSH ey
eNifleuemLeuCGasm(h slp Gwmblullet SMlal LweTtum(Hib eNifleuenLEmE!.
HEW &6m60F6lEMMEET 2 (HEUTEHHS6V, LIVGI60M W16 &6T, SlPlev LSl
SIMNWIEY HMEVFCIFTMEENET 2 (THEUTHES 2 &6 LD.

S eueTfed eteorLg| GlomPluglesT erevoressilSHenSHUINEVTEsT EUETTEE
wL(HIwevey; HMleflest LFLLeTe|, QuielleT QW, LHW Hlenmasrlev
slflest LweTUT(H yHlweumMlerT  eusTFFHWWLMEGL. (GHMIHOSTNS
SIS LGILIM(mH6IT @evs & Wms 2 (HEUMESLILILIY(THHSTEVILD, S8 60T
LITL6V&(ETH&E6T LPhHsLBIFler @umhens Simley, 2 uNiflusy SjeugmestiiL,
Hlevellwsy mley, CeueTmessT 6UTLDENS, FpdH HemwLiL, GHIDLU 2 mey,
GCluever Hlemev, 2 smallwisy 2 esorye, LesstUTL(h WL, Cl&FmsveusTd GUITETTM
uei)(Bsugu BreY&ssT LTS HG6Temest.creoTGol (HMIHOISTENHEMWI  LISVS|6DM
QeSS TET HDHES HDPleYs: HeTNe: HewIs GCousttr(hlb. GMIbblsmens
CumetT) FMIs @VESHIWMISEN6TL LIVgIenM CHTES6L OSTLIHE W6
ClFWeugIb, HHeummlesT Hreysemer mHeiest &essflesfl GlomluNuwisy (Computational
Linguistics) MMID FFeuGsHs QITUEHS SHeMRISEHSEGHS 6l&mevor(h
ClF6vLeUgIGL HLEPGILMLHUNET 6THT&HTV 6UETTEFISHE BITD ClFWWD FMmbHs
OIS TEBITLTS 6O LD.
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